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October 5, 1982

Mr. Max Nielson

Bureau of Land Management
136 East South Temple

Salt Lake City, Utah 84111

" RE: Emergency Coal Lease Serial No., U-49332
Dear Mr. Nielson:

Reference is made to the proposed coal lease form for Serial No. U-49332‘
and specifically to revised Stipulation No. 18 in Section 3|. Stipulation |8
as revised now reads as follows: e

8. The Lessee will be required to reconstruct the road in Cottonwood
Canyon from the mine site to Highway 29 in @ manner agreeable to
Emery County and the authorized officer of the Surfoace Management
. Agencies. In the interim, until reconstruction is completed, traffic
management requirements will be imposed on the existing road com-
mensurate with the season of use, road conditions and volumes of
traffic.

As you know, Natomas Coal Company initiated procedures for the emer-
gency lease in connection with a critical need for additional reserves at its
Trail Mountain Mine. Natomas is keenly interested in the stipulations
outlined in the lease form as the potential successful bidder at the
competitive sale to be held on October 8.

The road referenced in Stipulation No. 18 is a county road providing public
access from State Highway 29 to the Trail Mountain Mine and areas
upstream from the Trail Mountain Mine within the Manti-LaSal National
Forest. The distance from the junction with Highway 29 to the Trail
Mountain Mine is approximately three and one quarter miles. The road is
improved with an unpaved hard surface. There is light traffic on the road,
with the bulk of that being persons using the road for access to and from the
Trail Mountain Mine and truckers hauling coal from the Trail Mountain
Mine. The county road right-of-way extends from Highway 29 across BLM
administered land for about two miles, then across State land for about 1/3
mile, then across about |/4 mile of Forest Service managed land, and then
across fee land for the balance of the distance to the mine.
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Although Emery County has responsibility for maintaining the road,
Natomas has undertaken voluntarily much of the burden of maintenance and
- has constructed road improvements, particularly widening in constricted
areas so as to allow room for coal trucks and other vehicles to pass safely.
Also, Natomas has spread grave! in certain areas to improve the surface.
As you are aware, acquisition of the additional coal reserves under the
emergency lease would not trigger any incredse in current production levels.
Thus, no additional road use by reason of the acquisition by Natomas of the
additional coal reserve is contemplated.

If Natomas is the successful bidder, we would contemplate, consistent with
the stipulation, to work with the county to develop a reasonable program for
improving the road to achieve safety and mine access objectives. We would
also contemplate working with the BLM, which is the principal Federc!
surface management agency over the road's course, and with the Forest
Service which also has surface. management responsibilities over a quarter
mile section crossed by the road. The improvements to be made and the
portion of the costs to be borne by Natomas would be subject to standards of
reasonableness in light of safety and access considerations related to the
Trail Mountain Mine use. -

Since the road is a county road, the principal discussions would be with
officials of Emery County. Conversations we have already had with the
county indicate that a reasonable accord can be achieved consistent with
studies already performed by the county. We recognize that if in the future
the acquisition of additional reserves should justify an expansion of pro-
ductior, and consequent heavier road use, then additional upgrading might be
necessitated by reason of the heavier mine-related traffic flow.

This basically sets forth our understanding of the meaning of Stipulation No.
8. We would contemplate working with you and other Federal officials
contemporaneously with our discussions with officials of Emery County in
order to achieve a reasonable plan for reconstructing the road through
improvements that are necessary to achieve safety and access objectives
consistent with mine-related use.

Very.truly yours, 2 .

Reas 1. Madsen
RTM/dsp

cc: Emery County Commission

Reed Christensen - Manti LaSal National Forest
Bill Johnson - USDA Forest Service
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Gary Tomsic - Department of Community & Economic Development
Julinne Christopherson - Governor's Office






