* 0026

®
gl'-)\ State of Utah

v DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Norman H. Bangerter DIVISION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING

Governor

Dee C. Hansen 355 West North Temple
Executive Director [ 3 Tiad Center, Suite 350

Dianne R. Nielson, Ph.D. Saft Lake City, Utah 84180-1203

Division Director 801-538-5340

February 24, 1993

TO: Pamela Grubaugh-Littig, Permit Supervisorb///
FROM: Henry Sauer, Senior Reclamation Soils Specialisgaz/
RE: Waste Disposal Amendment, PacifiCorp, Trail Mountain

Mine, ACT/015/009-93A and Cottonwood/Wilberg Mine,
ACT/015/019-93A, File #2, Emery County, Utah

SYNOPSIS

The operator has requested amendments to the Trail Mountain
Mine and Cottonwood/Wilberg PAP (see letter to Pamela Grubaugh-
Littig dated February 10, 1993). The cover letter describes -
PacifiCorp’s desire to temporarily store underground development
waste in the Trail Mountain Mine facilities area (including the
haul road). In addition, the Cottonwood/Wilberg PAP has been
revised to permit the disposal of mine and sediment pond waste
from the Trail Mountain Mine in the Cottonwood/Wilberg Waste Rock
Site (CWWRS) .

The original design of the CWWRS provided adequate life-of-
mine storage for the estimated waste disposal needs of the
Cottonwood/Wilberg and Des-Bee-Dove Mines. With the addition of
waste from the Trail Mountain Mine the active life span of the
CWWRS will be decreased. This should be reflected in the text of
the Cottonwood/Wilberg PAP.

Deficiencies exist which must be adequately addressed prior
to approval of the aforementioned permitting actions.

ANALYSIS

The Trail Mtn. PAP refers to temporary disposal areas on
page 3-48A as being depicted on Figure 3-1. Figure 3-1 does not
indicate the location of temporary underground development waste
storage in the mine yard or haul road. Please submit an accurate
representation of the temporary storage site(s) which includes
the approved surface drainage features.
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On revised page 3-48 of the amendment request the operator
alludes to the possibility of disposal of sediment pond waste and
"excess s(p)oil" in a facility other than the Cottonwood/Wilberg
Waste Rock Site. Disposal of mine waste must be placed in a new
or existing disposal site within a permit area approved by the
Division (R645-301-528.320). Please explain the intent of this
statement and/or revise the appropriate text.

The operator refers to berming and analysis of (underground
development and sediment pond) waste if it is to be stored on the
surface for more than 7 days. The operator must describe what
laboratory analyses will be conducted to determine the acid
and/or toxic forming potential of the waste, the frequency of
waste sampling per unit volume of waste and the mechanism by
which a state inspector, PacifiCorp employee, etc. could
ascertain whether mine waste has been temporarily stored on the
surface for more than 7 day and therefore require sampling and
analysis.

RECOMMENDATION

The operator must adequately respond to the above

deficiencies prior to approval of the noted permit amendments.
%

hs
PACIFIC.92A

etk

el





