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United States Department of the Intetior
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Moab District
Price River Rasowrce Area
125 South &th West
Price, Utah 84501
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| , U-64375
CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED U-49332
Certified No. P 118 951 478 : U-082996

. (UT-066)

Mr. J. R, Key
Diractor, Technical Services o
PacifiCorp i B - SEP 25 145

One Utsh Center
201 South Mein, Suite 2000
Salt Lake City, Utah 84140-00:20

Re: Final Decision: Trall Mointain Mine Resoturce Recovery and mmactlon Plan (R2P2),
Minor Modification Reguest . Sl .

Dear Mr. Key:

In the matter of PacifiCorp’s December 5th minor modi cad%‘m%ut, the Bureau of Land
Management {BLM) haes reached & final decision. At this. time, BLM hereby gives official
notice that the December 5th o inor modification request.is. dcnbd. ‘The applicant’s request
has been denied for failure to recover reserves that are economically nco\mabh as defined
under the term "Maximum Bcoromic Hecovety (MER). 43 CFR 3 480. 0-5(21)

As a result of an exhaustive review of thuq:pl mithes p
detarmmatmn has bean rendered and predicated on the fdlovnnu'roasons' '

1. The rasarves in areas |, i, and lil and. areas daﬂgmmi, _,ith tiigh ash concentrauon. not
indicated for extraction. are in {'act aconomically recoversble (!nclosgro 1) 'The burden of
demonstrating that such coal cennot be “fetovered “adonomically ‘Tests ‘with the
applicant/lessee. The lesses has failed to demonstrate that thess reserves are not
economically recovarable. At the time of BLM’s determination, conslderation was given to:
the existing technology along with equipment capubllitluleapaclﬂea. safety; coal quantity,
quality and available coal processing facility; and marketability. BLM firnds thet the lessee has
not exhausted ths available alteinstives to bring about the oconomie racovery of the reserves
in question. As to the altarnative explored by PacifiCorp, they falied to demonstrate the cosl
couid not be recovered economrically. Therefore, the. mnms Mon will be mined in
accordance with Federal ragulations found at 43 CFR & .
upon receipt of documentaticn which prowdes%" e

economically based upon MER, e

oi e recovered

2. In regard to recoverable reserves in the area west of Sth Loft md aouth of the 8th Right
on Federal coal leass U-64375, 1he lessae was required to project and mins to leass boundary
in accordance with Federal ragulaﬂons at 43 CFR ! 3484, 1(0)(6)(" The lessea’s failure to
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omimiza. longwall panel length 1xonsistent with lease boundary bypasses, renders unminabie
and sterilizes recoverable resenes. The lessee failed to demonstrate why these reserves are
unminable.

3. BLM finds the protectiva barrier piliars at the Trail Mountain Mine are oversized in
comparison to barriers designad using standerd industry empirical formuias. The standard
industry operating practices of this region currently incorporate these standard industry
empirical formulas in the design of protective barrier pillars. PacifiCorp has failed to
demonstrats why the existing ryining and geologicel conditions at the Trail Mountain Mine
warrant such oversized barrier pilars, which resuits in the unnecessary wasting of recoverable
reserves. Accordingly, this doss not comply with the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as
amended, the reguiations at 43 CFR § 3480, the lease terms and stipulations, and will not
achieve maximum economic recovery of the Fedaral coal.

Currently, the Trail Mountein Mire is operating under interim approval to afford the day-to-day
operation to continue uninterrupted with regard to the nawly proposed mining saquance. As
& resuit of the interim approvai aflowing the development 1o continue, the likelihood of
immediate and irreparable harm nay occur to the Federal miners) estate, due to the increased
potential to sterilize recoverablo reserves. No further mining shall take place under the
proposed modification plan beycnd interim approval as granted by letter datsd August 30,
1985, from our office. The August 30th approval aliowad for the continuation of the 3rd East
gateroad entries up to, but not in:luding, the proposed sstup room. Mowever, the lesses may
precede with sxtraction consistent with the existing approved R2P2 as submitted by ARCO.

Agneal Rights
You have 30 days to appeal t the Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in
sccordance with the regulstions st 43 CFR Part 4 and the encliosed Form 1842-1. If an

appeal is taken, your notice of appesl muet be filed in this office within 30 day of recaipt of
this letter. The appeilant has tha burden of showing that the decision appsaied from is in

arror.

if you wish 1o flis a petition pursuant to regulation 43 CFR 4.21 (38 FR 4939, Janusry 19,
1983) for a stay of the affactivensass of this decision during the time that your appeat is bsing
reviowad by the Board, the petition for a stay must accompeny your notice of appeal. A
petition for a stay is raquired to show sufficient justification based on the standards listed
below. Copies of the notice of ¢ ppeal and the petition for a stay musr also be submitted to
the Office of the Soliciter (see 4.3 CFR 4,413) at the same time the original documents are
filed with this office. If you request a stay, you have the burden of proof to demonstrate that

stay should be granted.

Standerds for Obtaining a Stay

Except as otherwise provided by law or other pertinent regulstion, a petition for a stay of &
decision pending sppeal shalt show sufficient justification based on the following standards:

(1) The relative harm to the part es if a stay is granted or denied;

{2) The likelihood of the appellart’s success on the merits;
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(3) The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted; and

{4) Whaether the public interest favors granting the stay.

If you have any questions, please contact Barry Grosely in the Price River Resource Area at
{801) 636-3606.

Sincerely,

ek 8. i
Arsa Manager

2 Enclosures
1. Proposed R2P2
2. Appeal Form 1842-1

ce: UT-921, SD, Utah {(w/Enciosure 1)
UT-065. DM, Moab (w/E 1closure 1)
Frederick W. Buckman

President & CEO

PacifiCorp

700 NE Multnomah Sui:a 1600

portiand, Oregon 9723.2 (w/Enciosure 1)

Morgan Moon

Manager, Technical Services

Energy West Mining Company

15 North Main

Huntington, Utah 846.'8 (w/Enclosure 1)
" Steve €, Kochevar, PE ‘

Mining Planning Administrator

PacifiCorp

One Utah Center

201 South Main, Suitse 2000 .

Sait Lake City, Utah 84140-0020 (w/Enciosure 1)
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(Februsry 1988) Di!PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

B{IREAU OF LAND nwaotmr
INFORMATION ON TAI{ING APPEALS TO THE IOARD 0!' LAND APPEALS

DO NOT APPEAL UNLESS
1. This decision i adverse to you,
AND
. : 2. You believe it is incorrect

IF YOU APPEAL, TH!:' FOLLOWING PROCEOURES MUST BE FOLLOWED

-

1. NOTICE OF APPEAL . . . . Within 3) days file a Notice of Appul in the office which issued this docision (ewe
43 CFR Secs. 4.411 =nd 4.413) You may mate m reasons for appealing, if you

desire,
2. WHERE TO FILE
District Manager .
NOTICE OF APPEAL . . . Bureau of Land mnaggment
P.0, Box 970 -

R o

Moat, Utah 84532 s

5 whg oy
o 1 liciwr% ntermountain Region - -
- NSoQPYTO ... . ﬁegwg:paignent of the’ ‘Tnterior . PR
Rooni 6201 Federa¥’ swg g
125 So. State Street .
 Salts Lake City, uuh,u ,

-

3. STATEMENT OF REASONS . . Within 3D days -fm Tiliog the N
. reasons why you ere sppealing.
of the luterior. Office of i g

"‘m ene United Stotes Depactmont
d" Land . Aypeal-. 4015 Wilson Bivd,,

Adlington, Virginia 22203 (ne ) cm Soc‘ 4;
reasons for sppeal “ﬁm‘“‘&, :
amnqy_. B
SOLICITOR ‘
ALSOCOPYTO . . . . geg!ona\ Solict

':928 So. State StP
Sali Lake City. _
vt SN

4. ADVERSE PARTIES . . . . Within 1 days after ach document Hiiwd, oach
and the |iegional Solicitoror Field Solieitoz hmng :u:i:dictiou over the Stete in which
the appeal srose must be nmd with & copy df: (w) the Notlce of Appcd (b) the Stater

5. PROOFOF SERVICE , . . . VWithin1lh 1
service with the United States Deput
Board of Land Appesls, 4015 Wilson mvd.."hliultou, Viv;iu!n 22203, Thiz may con-
sist of a certified or registered mail "Rem Reccipt Cud”:lmd by the sdverse party
(swe 43 (OFR Sec., 4.401(cX2)). -t - A

Uniess these praredures are followed your apper! will be subject to duml fl" 4? CF R Sg'e'; 4.402). Be cenain thar all

communications are identifiad by sevial mumber ¢ [ the ease deing nppnlu’

L

NOTE: A document is not filed antil it iz nciuaily received in the proper o[flcf (m 4! CPR Svr 4.401¢a))
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ENCLOSURE 1
PROPOSED R2P2

T

TRAIL MOUNTAIN MiNE

¥

ENERGY WEST

LIFE OF MINK PLAN




