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STATE OF UTAH U l I

NATURAL RESOURCES orman H. Bangerter, Governor
Oil, Gas & Mining . Dee C. Hansen, Executive Director
. Dianne R. Nielson, Ph.D., Division Director

J

‘355 W. North Temple - 3 Triad Center -+ Suite 350 + Salt Lake City, UT 844180-1203 - 801-538-5340

February 7, 1986

Mr. Nick Neumann
Consolidation Coal Company
Mid-Continent Region

12755 0live Boulevard
St.Louis, MO 6314l

Dear Mr. Neumann:

Re: Special Condition to Permit Approval, Emery Deep Mine,
ACT/015/015, Folder No. 2 and 4, Emery County, Utah

Pursuant to the terms of the Special Condition to the Emery Deep
permit approval, the Division requested comment on the proposed soil
reconstruction practices for prime farmlands within the Emery Deep
Mine permit area from the Utah State Conservationist, U. S. Soil
Conservation Service (SCS). The SCS has replied that reconstruction
methods are adequate (see enclosures).

Therefore, the Division finds that the Special Condition to
permit approval has been satisfied. The Office of Surface Mining
(0SM) will also need to sign off on this stipulation for mining
under any prime farmland areas on federal land.

Please feel free to contact me or Susan Linner if you have
guestions.

Sincerely,

2.7 K,uﬁ

. P. Braxton
Administrator
Mineral Resource Development
and Reclamation Program -

SCL:jvb
cc: R. Holbrook
L. Hamm
D. Darby
S. Linner
G02&8R-689
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January 14, 1986

Mr. Frank Holt

State Conservationist

U. S. Soil Conservation Service
P.0. Box 1135C

Salt Lake City, Utah

Cear Mr. Holt:

Re: Request for Comment on Soil Reconstruction for the Emery Deep
Mine, ACT/Cl5/015, Folder Mo. 3, Emery County, Utah

=2

I request your assistance in reviewing the soil reconstruction
comments submitted by Consolidation Coal Company for prime farmlands

within the Emery Deep Mine's permit area to ensure they cemply to
U.S. Soil Conservation Service standards.

Regulation UMC 785.17(c), Prime Farmlands, of Utah's Coal Mining
and Reclamation Act, Title 40-10, Utah Code Annotated 1953, requires
review and comment by the U. S. Soil Conservation Service for scil
reconstruction methods employed by coal mining operations on prime
farmlands before a permit can be approved by the Division of Gil,

Gas and Mining and the Office of Surface Mining. Currently the mine
plan for the Emery Deep mine has been conditionally approved. A
special condition denies Consolidation Coal Company from mining
under prime farm land areas designated on plate 8-3 of the Emery
Deep mine plan application until the soil reconstruction methods are
reviewed by the Secretary of Agriculture, through the Utah State

.Conservationist of the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, in accordance
with Regulation UMC 785.17(c).

Prime farmlands have been deliniated on the permit area of the
Emery Deep mine site. Subsidence has taken place on some prime
farmlands and will most likely continue in other areas. Most of the.
prime farmland is considered exempt from reconstruction standards
since the mine was operating under an authorized permit prior to -
August 8, 1$77 (regulation UMC 785.17(a)). However, the applicant
will be requ1red to reconstruct prime farmlands in these areas to
meet post mining lana use, in accordance with UMC 823, ang any
designated prime farmlands outside the grandfathered area that may
be disrupted.

an equal opportunity employer
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Mr. Frank Holt
ACT/Cls/Cls
January 14, 19&¢

The applicant has proposed measures that will be taken to
reconstruct areas (enclosed) that may be affected by subsidence, and

in fact, has done so at two sites where farmland was subsided due to -
mining activity.

Basically, the operator's propcsals for reconstruction gf prime
farmlands are:

l. Remove and stockpile topsoil of affected area, regrade
to suitable topography tc restore natural drainage, respread

topsoil ana revegetate area (Final Technical Analysis Respcnse,
May 18, 1984),. :

2. The operator will mitigate any damages caused by
subsidence as agreed upon by the applicant, the regulatory
authority (DOGM) and/or the land owner. The operator would
either rehabilitate each materially damaged structure to the
extent technologically and economically feasible, purchase the
damaged feature for its pre-subsicdence market value or
compensate the owner for any material damage (Part 12.4.3,2,
Subsidence Mitigation Plan, Emery Deep Mine Plan).

2. The operator will establish a list of items for
consideration to arrive at a timetable which maximizes a
sucessful mitigation plan and offers maximum benefits and
minimum inconvienience to the landowner (Response to
Stipulations, May 321, 1984).

¥oula you please examine the enclosed ccrrespondence submitted
By the applicant and make any comments you think necessary.

Thank you for your time. 1If you need any more infcrmation or
assistance please contact Dave Darby or myself anytime.

Sincerely,

A -

Susan C. Linner
Reclamation Biologist/

Permit Supervisor

DWD: jvb
Enclosure
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February 4, 1986

Susan C. Linner ER I
Reclamation Biologist/Permit Supervisor { E ﬂ

State of Utah Natural Resources !}

i FEP

0il, Gas & Mining _

355 W. North Temple ' FEB 05 1385
3 Triad Center, Suite 350

Salt Lake City, UT 84180-1203 DIVISION OF

OIL, GAS & MINING
Dear Ms, Linner:

We have completed our review, as you requested, of the Emery Deep Mine report,
ACT/015/015, Folder No. 3, Emery County, Utah. Measures described for
reconstruction of areas of Prime Farmland affected by mining should be
adequate.

If we can be of further assistance, please call on us.

Sincerely,

FERRIS P. ALLGQOOD
State Soil Scientist

The Soil Co 50
0 is :n l;onc'y‘m:;lon Service ‘\
\ /4 N

United States Department of Agriculture 1 U.S. Government Printing Office: 1983-420-929/1878
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