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WILDLIFE

Geographical database information from State of Utah, Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR)
suggest the area is not eritical habitat for pronghom, elk, mule deer, or rocky mountain bighorn

sheep.
RAPTORS

DWR biz'cgists visited the site along with representatives from Consolidarion Coal Company. At
thatmeétfingitmmggeatedthnthmwalowmbabﬂityofmptor uemenceiﬁthem
(personsl zommmnications with S. McCourt, March 2002). Consolidation Coal Company has
committed to participate in the annual reptor survey conducted by DWR and all coal operators in
the sren, The survey is to be condueted whitin the boundaries of the permis area including ¢ Jeast
a one-half mile buffer around the entire pernit ares. The survey will boped;b@ed in stecMay

2002

During xite visits by Mz, Nebo Scientific, Inc, searches were made for praitie dog communities
within the boundaries of the 4th East Portal area. Prairie dog commmunities are known to be

Importent habitat for burrowing owls. No such communities were found in the proposed
disturbed ares, tut prairie dog towns heve been identified within 0.5 miles fom it. Fellowingis a

survey cenducted in these areas by Mt Nebo Séiemnifle, /ne. in May 2002,
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Mmmm

Burrowiag owls (4hene curdcularia) cen be found in annual and perennial grasslands as well as
deserts and shrublands such as those areas near the Emery Deep Mine sitc. In the salt deserts of
Utah they uemostoﬁenmociuedﬁth prairie dog towns where they use their burrows for
proucﬁon. shelter and nasting. The owls typically prefer ereas where the vegetetion canopy cover
isleasthnp‘aopmt.

Praitie dog towss had been previously mapped within the Binery Doep parmit arca [soe the
Mining & Reclamation Plan (MRP) Map 10-1]. As mentioned above, no prairie dog towns were
found within the boundaries of the 4% East Portal area, however there were two towns located
with one-half mile of this area. A survey was conducted for the presence of burrowing owls at
the prairie dog towns that were within 0,5 miles from the proposed disturbaace of the 4* East
?oi:tdu";n Additionally, thers wertw two additional towns [ocated within 1.0 mile of the 4 East
Portal area, These towns were also visited (for shorter time periods) during the fleld study.

Study Methods

Bmwi:;é owl survey protocol was observed. The study was conducted at the most appropriate
time period, ot between April 15 and July 15 during peak breeding season, First, the suiteble |
babitat (in this case the prairie dog towns) were walked noting whether or not the burrows were
aetive. ‘Active’ mem'if‘fhcywm vsed by preirie dogs, owls or other am';nals such as rebbits.
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Once it was ascertained that the site was active, observation stations were chosen that provided

the best views of the burrow areas to survey for the presence of the owls.

As mentionad, there were two prairie dog towns that were within 0.5 miles of the 4° Bast Portal
area. This study concentrated on thoge two towns. The survey consisted of four site visits on
four scparate days. The visits were planned for two moming surveys snd two evening surveys.
The morking surveys wers conducted from one hour before sunrise uptil two hours after (or from
app'mdm‘?;telyﬁu.m. 109 am.), whereas the evening surveys were conducted from two hours
before sunset until one hour after (or from 6 p.m .t0 9 p.m.), Although the two towns surveysd
whaere within 0.5 miles from each other and s viewable distance for observation of both,
topograpby precluded investigators from using only ope observation station due to limited
visiblity, Therefore, during each survey visit &t Jeast two observation points were utilized for
specific time periods on a rotation basis.

All appropriete parameters and date were recorded for the survey, These data sheets have been
included in the Appendix of this report,

Resultz

The two prairie dog towns located within 0.5 miles from the proposed disturbance of the 4"Baqt
Portal aréa surveyed were both active with prairie dogs although the populations appeared low.
The “active” status of the burrows of the northern-mot praitie dog town may have been more the
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result of cottontuil rabbits rather than prairie dogs. At the southern town the actual prairie dogs

were observed nesr the burrows,

No burrowing owls were observed during the surveys. Additionally, no other signs of owls were
observed such as molted feathers, cast pellets, prey remains, eggshell fragments or excrement at
or near burrow entrances. For site-specific information about the survey, refse to the data sheets

included in the Appendix of this report,

Two additional prairic dog towns were located at ¢ distance grester than the regulated 0.5 miles,
but were less than 1.0 mile from the 4 East Portal area, These towns were also visited briefly on
two different occasions. One of these towns was active while the other one appeared inactive
with prairie dog activity. Refer to data sheets included in the Appeadix for more information of

these tewne.
SENSITIVE SPECIES

No threatened, endangercd, rare or otherwise sensitive wildlife species have been identified or are
expected to exist in the 4™ East Portal area, Wildlife geographical databases from DWR were
also consulted for the 4* East Portal study srea to conflrm these findings. Nonetheless, there are

several plant species that had Jow fo moderate potentlal of existing in the study area, Table 2
shows 2 list, of those species that have been fodernlly listed aa threatened or endangered,
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The 4th Bast Portal ares was surveyed in early April 2002 for the presence of the species shown
inTablg’2. None of the taxe were found at thet time. Due 1o the growth stage and phenologic
considerations of the plants, carly April was 7ot the most ideal time for field investigations for
mos of the species listed on the tables. Therefore it was recommended that another feld survoy
be conductad prior to disturbance — or between late-April and late-May depending on curtent
seasonal conditions. This survey was conducted May 7-8, 2002. Table 3 shows additional plant
species that have been considered to be sensitive by the USDA Forest Servics (USFS), Buresu of
LmdMqugm(BLM)orhmthepownﬁalbeﬁmdasmchinmﬁnrq. These species
were also considered while surveys were being conducted for the threatened and endasgered

species,

R N R, R
Table 2: Potential Thrextened or Endangered Plant Species
of the 4% Portsl Area at the Mine
Scientific Nerrm Commmon Name Statis Hablist of Occurrance * | Potential
FPedoosctus wihidert Winider Footeactus T ;«:rnaumm-mm M
" Padtcactus despe | Desmein Feotoactua & Opan P on lmesione gravele & 6000 K 1o 8200 | LM
R slevatiorm,
Sehospersmbe
bamely! | Rameby’s sohcanarembe | E mmm-ﬂmm L
ftio 6510 £ clevations in Emery and Wayna
couties,
Seisrcasonvn wigriee | Wright Fichheck Gaciim | £ mmmunmu-umm M
- — «snduﬂmu ‘
Townsendié apros Luwe\ Chinoe T mmnhmwwmmmmm-dh LM
Townpendia of the Areplan and Mandos Bhaly beiween 6100
f ong 8000 R slovations, | :
X = Faderal Frotestion, Endongerad -
T » Federal Protsetion, Threatenad

L = Low Potential of Ocevrvence
M = Modercie Potenfial of Ocourrenes
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Agtragaiua dongabmys

and barren
e
Wayne, Phte, Garfleld snd Emery Couries.

PS

Mbead desert oy shd PJ cormuniion et 4.36C
ft toc 6220 R alevation.

Jonea' Cryptanth

L

Mixad desart shrud snd PJ communiies at 8378
0 7480 1 slevations ' Emary Co.

| Srestereict-nower

s,
BLM)

Manoas Shaje in shadacsle and met seltbush
somenunitias between £260 £ end 8500 ®
alevetion In Carbon and Emery Counties,

(FS,
BLM

Ephedra, sagebrush, shadecale end P
oemmunhies oh fine ity ciny to clay oam selis
betwasn A400-7120

Lomobism jyncoum

(FS)

Dosert shrd, pinyerwhiniper, ponderosa pine,
mmmm;ﬂ-ﬂﬂnﬂ&bm
1t slevation.

- Ponstemeon moroust

8
(e

Staducnle, muk o, mporocs md s & b e
Kinjodrved ey oca 5,90 10 6,560,

Sphesraces proroitides

Ao e SRR vt

IS = Wovgnt Seyrice

, Sormel,
mnbmsamwm ond Weyne
Counfies.

S S

DL wBurgai of Land Mondgonet
L = Low Poentici of Oceurrynon

M = Modacnie Poremtial
)

Study Methods

To begin, a search was cenducted in the research files at M2z Nedo Selentific, Inc. for location and
habitat information for the species figted in Tables 2 and 3, Additonally, all known collections
and specimens were reviewed in the horburium at Brigham Young University (BYU) for the
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species. Next, known locations wers visited ir the fleld for the specics listed in Table 1 with the
exception of Schoencrambe barnebyl (the potemtial of this species occurring in the proposed
disturbed prea was considered low). Visiting known locations at the time of the survey enablied
mehwe;;i;nqntomv&luatethehbitntoﬂhespdu as 'well as note the current seasonal

geowth dgvaiopm and phenoloRy of the planis,

Onuﬂnﬁtmmmwnducteihubaﬁumwmkwudone,mdhb!uumm-
vished.awcmeywwndumdwhlﬁnthebomduiuofmeﬂhuhﬂdma To
accorylish this a grid system was employed. Grid lines were spaced 5-6 meters apart. Iwe‘
searches(for the plants were conducted by walking the grid lines using & GPS instrument,

None of the threatened, endangered or otherwiss sensitive Species shown in Tables 2 and 3 were
found within tha boundaries of the 4th East Portal area, One potential obsacle of the survey is

theﬁwti‘ﬂut, like the past three years, it has been a year of lower than normal anquel precipitation
pattunsi:.‘}l.owprecipiuﬁm or drought years can sometimes influence the phenology and other

behavioral characteristics of plant species making themn more difficult to locate.
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