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12,{ Sun;Advocate' Price, Utah, iuesday April 25;r.2006

Agencies explsih desig:nulion prdcess, occept inpul, qt: Old $punish Trqil meetingr
(Continued from Base IA)
the trail followeil tf,e roirte of
Utah Highway l0 to Ivie Creel
then went west over Salina
Canyon.

Few physical traces of the
trail remain today. The route
can be determined only through
historical records and journals
kept by travelers. Modem roads
cover the majority of the origi-
nal trail.

At the scoping meeting in
Green River last WednesdaS
officials from the BLM and
NPC gave a quick ovewiew of .
the trail and then listed what
were identified as five planning
issues, concems and oppomrni-
ties. The list included:

oDefining the trail and its
fesources.

oldentifying opportunities
for education, interpretation and
recreatiorr.

.Considering all cultures and
ethnicities in telling the story of
the trail.

Cultures and ethnicities in-
clude Hispanics, Indian Tribes
and Anglo-Americans who used
or were impacted by the trail.

oldentiff ing how protecting
the trail will affect other land
uses and hpw other land.uses
will affect the tail. .

rldentifuing economic op-

position on the trail.
In the letteg, the Emgfy

comniissioners expressed ap. '
preciation for the federal gov-r
ernment's.inferest in the' trail.

The commissioners Dointed
out that Emery Couity'has
made eforts since ttib 1950s to
identift and interpret the,trail,

The Emery County lettei in:
dicated tturt the outcome of the
government scoping meetirigs
should reflect the past effor-ts
and concems of the local com-
munities, residents and govem-
ments.

In addition, the Emery Coun-
ty Commission stated that any
national planning should be
consistent with local plans,
both concerning the trail and
adjacent land regardless of
ownership.

The Emery commissioners
expressed concems about land
use policies mandated at the
national or the regional level.

Aaron Mahr from the United States National Park Servic€ addresses fie
people attending an old Spanish Trail meoting at the John Wesley Powell
River Museum in Green River on April 19.

, h December 2002, the U..S. Congress decreed hat tfre Old Spanish
Trail.be designated as a national }iistoric trail. , .:.' '

TOM MCCOTIRT . SIJN ADVOCATE

As'part of fie feietal scoping process, representatives from the U.S.
Bureau oltam Management and the parl$ service met with local govern.
mcnt leadersandlRterest€d citizens t0 explain the historic trails prolect and
gatherpublic inprrt, Ttrb'BLM will accept public.commefits on the federal
governmenfs historic trails management plan until May 17.

lfVhat is determined to',be
in the best interest on the largef',
scale in the past, has had some
very harsh impacts: to logal
bornmunities and lahd users..

Thq cgmmisSioners ended
tht! letter by asking the fed-
.eral agencies to include Emery .
County. as a cooperatin$ agency
in the developmem bf the Old ,
Spanish Trail management
plan.

There were abort 50 peorplb
at the scoping meeting and the
Consensus ofthe general public
appeared to be unanimous. .

'Several. people expressed,
concems that designating the
trail for special conslderation
might l imit aCcess to i t  or
through it.

Everyone who;spoke asked
that the trail be of little or no
impact to existing uses and ac-
cess to the public lands.

A question was asked about

how wjde the desig4ated:fiail
corridor might be tlrough Em-
ery County and if things like
scenic vistas would be consid-
ered in the management plan.

I The ,fe.dpral :qfficials.were
uncertain.

"Are you plaming to close
the existing dirt road and open
it only to backpackers?" asked
one concerned resident in atten-
dance at the public meeting.

'iAte. you going tO close
other.foads so this road is less
inipacted?" aSked another indi-
viduat.

"We all saw what a mess the
Brrtr Trail project tuined out to
be,'r' stated Richard Beirdall.
"Are we going to suffer through
something like th at again?"

The U.S. governr.nent offi-
cials reminded localleaders and
residents that planning process
is still in.the development stage
hnd no:decisions have bien
made yet.

Bill Howell, diroctor of..the
Southeastern Utah Association
of Local Govemments, indi-
cated that he was,leery about'
the tenninology used for the
project.

Words mean things," com-

mented the SEUAOLG direc-
IOr.

'Howell pointed out that the
project is being called a historic
trail project and not a historic
rout€ project:

:A haiJ is an undeveloped
track though the sand," said
the association director. "I don't
Iikd the sound of it.t'
. Howellralso asked what the

ma4ag.ement plan would be
managug.

I{e pointed out that none of
the federal govemment's..infor-
mation is clpar on that matter.
. ,  "Do you intend to man-
age the trail, the corridor, the
resourhes or what?'i asked the
SEUAOLG director.

Howell said the federal
goveniment shorrld decide the
issue'before proceeding with
the management plan.
i Kofford statdd that Emery
Couaty is-pteparod to fight if
the management plan promises
to ippagt local eneigy develop-
m€nt inanegative way.

.The Emery oommissioner
expressed concern about the
U:S: govemment placing re-
strictions on the use of public
lands. 

'

"We alieady have many
duplications and multiple lay,
ers of overlap.ping regulations
imposed on us by various gov-
ernment agencies,'l pqinted
out,Kofford. 'lWe donlt need
any4.ore." ' ' .

The U.S1 goveFment agents
faoilitating the meeting indi.
cated that the plans are still in
the development stage bnd. no
final determinations have been
madq.

The Old Spanish Trail cov-
ers 2,700 miles.from New
Mexico to Califomia,

According to the NPS offi-
cials, owneiship ofthe land, the
tail haverses is ahnost equally
divided into three categories.

One-third of the land fulls
into private hands, one-third is
Iocated on public lands govem-
ment by the BLM and one-third
belongs. t9 tlib U.S. Natigqal
Forest Sefvice.

BLM pfficial Sarah Sch-
lauger responded to Kofford's
concem that Iocal management
plang might be ignored by the
federal agencies.

'lThis trail passes through 32
local.management plans in six
states and we now know that,we

can't write a plan to ser
eryone,:' explained Schl

The BLM official inc
that she expbcted the fin'
to be very general in nat

The timetable for tt
Spanish Trail managr
planning process include

qJanuary to May 200r
nouncing planning. effor
conducting public nieetir

.Summbr 2006. deve
a prelimina.ry range of a.
tives.

.Fall, winter and sprin
to 2107 - preparing draf
environmental impact
ment/ intemal agency re'

oFall and winter 2[
2008 - public review.ol
environmental documel
analysis of public comm

oSpring and summer
- preparing fina1 docqnt
department decision. .

rSeptembei2003 - fel
the record of decision
public.

Government official
accept public comments
the,trail plan until Mz
Interested Carbon Count
dents may phone, fax oi
comments. Written.com
should be addressed to Sa
Schlager, New Mexico
PO Box 27115. Santa F(
8:7502.

The telephone numl
505-438-7454. The fax nr
is505-438:7426. The em
dress is Salah_Schlagpr(
gov.

Theold SpanishTrai'l
ciation will meet in Green
on Junp,9, 1O atrd llr,at:fi
Wesley Powell Museru.ri:

The theme for tbe na
organizaiion's event..is fl

;ing and Interpreting th
Spanish Trail."

The sdssions are op
the oublic and more tha
reservations have plr€ad5
made io attend.

The event will featu
evening reception Frida;
lowe.d by a symposium
discussions, gqest speake
short field trips on Saturc

On Sunday, the essoc
will sponsor a:field trip
Green River to Castle
following the Old Spanisl
route.

The tour will end at th,
seum ofthe'San Rafael in I
Dale.

For informiition abor
symposium, Carbon C,
residents niay contact th€
Wesley Powell River Mr
irt Green River.
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