FTTes seev tavi was appArciily
alert enough at the accident scene to inform emer-
gency responders as to the contents of the tanker
he had been hauling.

o other vehicles were reported to have been
involved in the incident.

A spokesperson for the Utah Department of
Transportation indicated that state officials will
assess the damage to the road once the wreckage
is cleared,

Closed for more almost six hours, the depart-
ment of public safety reopened the highway at 7
p-m. on Monday evening. However, UDOT of-
ficials expected to have road construction crews
repairing the damage at the accident scene within
the next couple of days to weeks.

A Carbon County sheriff deputy directs traffic to U.S.
Highway 191 after the explosion of a tanker truck car-

“Itappears that the driver was going too fast for
the curve and ended up rolling,” indicated Derek
Jensen, spokesperson for the Utah Department of
Public Safety,

Agencies explain national historic

designation process,
at public Old Spanish

By TOM MCCOURT
Sun Advocate reporter

Representatives from the
United States Bureau of Land
Management and National Parks
Service met with local govern-
ment leaders and interested citi-
zens April 19 in Green River to
explain the historic trails project
and gather public input.

In December 2002, the U.S.
Congress decreed that the Old
Spanish Trail be designated as
a national historic trail,

To date 16 different trails at
locations across the nation have
been recognized by the U.S.
Congress and awarded NHT
status. The trails are considered
to have special significance in
the history of the country,

Congressional recognition
affords special considerations

for the Old Spanish Trail. A
planning team representing the
BLM and NPS was recently
formed to gather information for
a comprehensive management
plan for the trail,

The two federal agencies will
jeintly plan and administer the
trail project.

" Part of the planning process
is a series of 21 public meetings
in six western sates bisected by
the trail,

Three meetings were con-
ducted in Utah, one in Moab,
one in Green River and one in
Cedar City.

NHT designation for the
Old Spanish Trail could have
far-reaching impacts for Car-

‘bon and Emery counties in the

future, depending on how the
management plan is developed
and implemented.

accept input
Trail meeting

Emery County will be most
directly affected. The Old Span-
ish Trail made a wide arc across
Emery County.

The OId Spanish Trail was
active from about 1829 until
shortly after the Mexican War
of 1848,

The route originated in Santa
Fe, N.M., and ended in Los An-
geles, Calif.. It was a pack trail,
traversed only by horses and

-mules. Spanish traders in Santa

Fe formed annual caravans of
merchants who traveled the trail
together for mutual protection
and support,

The trail crossed the Colora-
do River at Moab and the Green
River north of the present town
site. The route then crossed
Buckhorn Flat to a point near
Castle Dale. From Castle Dale,

(Continued on page 1 24)
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rying unleaded gasoline in the Red Narrows closed the
route through Spanish Fork and Price canyons.

The tanker had apparently picked up a load of
fuel in Evanston, Wyo., and was en route to New
Mexico. The tanker was operated by Quick Trans,
a private contractor, said Jensen.

Bralin Wilde and Sidney Sandoval play in a fence
cover removed from Carbon High School's baseball
field. The cover was removed while construction of

T
crew, said that three trucks carrying si;
and operated by the same company tra
the local area on a daily basis,

Llewelyn explained that the mater
lington was the premixed explosive ai
volatile form while transported.

The HAZMAT crew member con
local situation to the incident in Okls
plaining that the truck in Wellington
800 bags of the explosi ve, weighing
each.

The truck that caused the damage in
Was carrying an estimated 2,100 poui
plosives. By comparison, the truck tha
load in Wellington contained nearly 50
amount used in Oklahoma,

(Continued on
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Plastic fence barrier entertains young Carbon
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High Dino fai

a wood barrier fence is being completed. The
decided the plastic would make a good jumpiny
as they watched a Carb

on High ball game,
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Agencies explain designation process, accept mpui at Old Spumsh Trail meeting

(Continued from page 14)

the trail foll oweg tﬁe route of
Utah Highway 10 to Ivie Creek,
then went west over Salina
Canyon.

Few physical traces of the
trail remain today. The route
can be determined only through
historical records and journals
kept by travelers. Modern roads
cover the majority of the origi-
nal trail.

At the scoping meeting in
Green River last Wednesday,
officials from the BLM and

NPC gave a quick overview of .

the trail and then listed what
were identified as five planning
issues, concerns and opportuni-
ties. The list included:

eDefining the trail and its
resources.

eldentifying opportunities
for education, interpretation and
recreation.

+Considering all cultures and
ethnicities in telling the story of
the trail.

Cultures and ethnicities in-
clude Hispanics, Indian Tribes
and Anglo-Americans who used
or were impacted by the trail.

eldentifying how protecting
the trail will affect other land
uses and how othier land. uses
will affect the trail.

eldentifying economic op-
portunities rélated to recre-
ational use of the trail,

After outlining the five points
of consideration, the facilitators
from the federal agencies asked
for public comments regarding
the matter.

Emery Commissioner Gary
Kofford presented a letter that
outlined the county’s ofﬁcaal
position on the trail.’

In the letter, the Emery &

commissioners expressed ap-
preciation for the federal gov-
ernment’s interest in the trail.

The commissiéners pointed-
out that Eme'ry County has-

made efforts since thie 1950s to
identify and interpret the trail.
e Emery County letter in-
dicated that the outcome of the
government scoping meetings
should reflect the past efforts
and concerns of the local com-
munities, residents and govern-
ments. _

In addition, the Emery Coun-
ty Commission stated that any
national planning should be
consistent with local plans,
both concerning the trail and
adjacent land regardless of
ownership.

The Emery commissioners
expressed concerns about land
use policies mandated at the
national or the regional level.

1

Aaron Mahr from the United States National Park Service addresses the
people attending an Old Spanish Trail meeting at the John Wesley Powell
River Museum in Green River on April 19, " -

- in December 2002, the U.S. Congress decreed that the OId Spamsh
Trailbe designated as a national historic trail.
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As part of the federal scoping process, representatives from the U.S.
Buredu of Land Management and the parks service met with local govern-
migrit leaders and-interested citizens to explain the historic trails project and
gather public input. The BLM will accept public.comments on the federal
government’s historic trails management plan until May 17.

“What. is determined ‘to be

in the best interest on the larger*

scale in the past, has had some

very harsh impacts- to. local;
cominunities and land users..

Ninety-two percent of Emery
County is public land. Land
use plans affect the very liveli-
hood and economic well being

* of many residents, therefore

we are greatly concerned with
public land use planning in all
forms,” stated the letter.

The. commissioners_ended

the letter by asking the fed--
eral agencies to-include Emery .
County as a cooperating agency
in the devélopment ‘of the Old :

Spanish Trall management
plan.

There were about 50 people
at the scoping meeting and the
consensus of the general public
appeared to be unanimous.

“Severali people expressed

concerns that designatinig the
trail for special consideration
might limit access to it or
through it.

Everyone who ‘spoke asked
that the trail be of little or no
impact to existing uses and ac-
cess to the public lands.

A question was asked about

how wide the des1gnated ‘trail
corridor might be through Em-
ery County and if things like
scenic vistas would be consid-

ered in the managerent plan. -

. The: federal ofﬁc1als ‘were

uncértain: -
| “Are you planming to close

the existing dirt road and open
itionly to backpackers?” asked
one concerned resident in atten-
dance at the public meeting.

“Are you going to close
other rdads so this road is less
impacted?” asked another mdl-
vidual. 3

: “We all saw what a mess thei
Buitr Trail project tutned out to -

be,” stated Richard Beardall.
“Are we going to suffer through
something like that again?”

The U.S. government offi-
cials reminded local leaders and
residents that planning process
isistill in the development stage
ind no’ dec151ons have béen
made yet.

. Bill Howell, director of the
Southeastern Utah Association
of Local Governments, indi-

cated that he was leery about:

the terminology used for the
project.

Words mean things,” com-

mented the SEUAOLG direc-
tor.

‘Howell pomted out that the
project is being called a historic
trail project and not a historic
foute project.

“A ttail is an undeveloped
track through the sand,” said
the association director. “I don’t
like the sound of it.”

. Howell also asked what the
management plan would be
managing.

-He pointed out that none of
the federal government’s infor-
mation is clear on that matter.

. “Do you intend to ‘man-

‘age the trail, the corridor; the

resources or what?” asked the
SEUAOLG director.

Howell said the federal
government should decide the
issue’before proceeding with
the management plan

Couuty 1s~pr yared 10 ﬁght if
the management plan promises
to impagf local energy develop-
ment in a'negative way.

‘The Emery commissioner
expressed concern about the
U.S: government placing re-
strictions on the use of public
lands. -

“We already have many
duplications and multiple lay-

“ers of overlapping regulations

imposed on us by various gov-
ernment agencies,” pointed
out: Kofford “We don t need
anymore.” :

The U.S. government agents
facilitating the meeting indi-
cated that the plans are still 'in
the development stage and no
final determinations have been
made.

The Old Spanish Trail cov-
ers 2,700 miles_from New
Mexico to California.

According to the NPS offi-
cials, ownership of the land the
trail traverses is almost equally
divided into three categories.

One-third of the land- falls
into private hands, one-third is
located on public lands govern-
ment by the BLM and one-third
belongs. to the U.S. Nauenal
Forest Setvice. ib

BLM official Sarah Sch-
langer responded to Kofford’s
concern that local management
plans might be ignored by the
federal agencies.

“This trail passes through 32
local management plans in six
states and we now know that we

can’t wrlte a plan to ser
eryone,” explained Schl

The BLM official inc
that she expected the fin:
to be very general in nat

The timetable for tt
Spanish Trail manag:
planning process include

eJanuary to May 200t
nouncing planmng effor
conducting public meetil

eSummer 2006- deve
a preliminary range of a
tives.

eFall, winter and sprin
to 2007 - preparing draf
environmental impact
ment/ internal agency re

eFall and winter 2(
2008 - public reviéw .of
environmental do¢umer
analysis of public comm

oSpring and summer
- preparing final docume
department decision. -

eSeptember 2008 - rel
the record of decision
public.

Government official
accept public comments
the -trail plan until Me
Interested Carbon Count,
dents may phone, fax or
comments. Written .com
should be addressed to Sa
Schlager, New Mexico
PO Box 27115, Santa F
87502.

The telephone num]
505-438-7454. The fax mi
is 505-438-7426. The em
dress is Sarah_Schlager(

ov.

" The Old Spanish Trail
c1at10n will meet in Green

‘onfune9; 10and1latth

Wesley Powell Miiseum.
The theme for the na
organization’s event is

ing and Interpreting th

Spanish Trail.”

The sessions are op
the public and more tha
reservations have already
made to attend.

The event will featu
evening reception Frida:
lowed by a symposium
discussions, guest speake
shart field trips on Saturc

On Sunday, the assoc
will sponsor a:field trip
Green: River to Castle
following the Old Spanist
route.

The tour will end at th
seumn of the*San Rafael in(
Dale.

For information abor
symposium, Carbon C:
residents may contact the
Wesley Powell River M
in Green River.




