
Suzanne Steab - Emery groundwater sampling - oil verification (Task #3898) 

  
John, 
  
Your request to extend the deadline for the Revision of Groundwater Monitoring Plan (Task ID #3898) from 
January 15th, 2012 to March 15th, 2012 is approved.  In light of the challenges faced in obtaining a quality 
sample from the potentially impacted wells, it's reasonable to allow the extra time.   
  
Give me a call if you have any questions or want to discuss this issue further. 
  
Regards, 
Steve 
  
 
 
>>> "Gefferth, John" <JohnGefferth@consolenergy.com> 1/10/2012 5:48 PM >>> 
Steve 
  
Per our phone conversation this afternoon and the Divisions deficiency memo task id 3898, consider this a 

request for an extension to the January 15th, 2012 response deadline. 
Consol plans to proceed with the well determination once the bailers and oil‐gauging paste is delivered.  The 
work is tentatively scheduled for first week of February with the lab results available in early March. 
Once the results are reviewed we will provide the Division with a plan to achieve final closure of the wells.  
Consol requests the deadline be extended until March 15. 
  

From: Richard B. White [mailto:rbwhite@earthfax.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2012 6:19 PM 
To: Gefferth, John 
Cc: Silvis, Joshua 
Subject: Emery groundwater sampling - oil verification 
  
John: 
 
Records on file with the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining indicate that the following groundwater 
monitoring wells at the Emery Mine have occasionally been reported as having oil on the water 
surface: 

 AA-U, AA-M  
 H-U, H-M, H-L  
 I-B, I-M, I-L  
 R2-U  
 Lewis 

From:    Steve Christensen
To:    Daron Haddock;  John Gefferth;  Peter Behling;  Richard B. White
Date:    1/11/2012 7:55 AM
Subject:   Emery groundwater sampling - oil verification (Task #3898)
CC:    OGMCOAL;  Suzanne Steab
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In some cases, the record indicates that oil was present on several occasions.  In other cases, the record 
is sporadic in its indication of oil being present.  It is my understanding that motor oil may have been 
poured into some of these wells several years ago in an attempt to dislodge sampling equipment.  
Except for the Lewis well, each of the above wells consist of 1-inch diameter galvanized steel casing. 

To verify the presence or absence of oil in the above wells, I recommend the following procedures: 

 Review the available water-level data and determine the approximate anticipated depth to water 
in each of the above wells.  

 Coat a stainless steel bar with oil-gauging paste and lower the bar into the well.  Retrieve the bar 
from the well and determine if the paste shows indications of oil.  

 Slowly lower a 1/2-inch diameter polyethylene, disposable, weighted balier into each well to a 
depth that intersects the water level.  

 Retrieve the bailer from the well and observe the bailer for indications of the presence of oil (i.e., 
odor, presence of free oil in the bailer, oil on the surface of the bailer, etc.).  

 Sample the liquids in the bailer.  If free oil is present in the bailer, collect a separate sample of 
this material.  Analyze the samples for benzene, ethylbenzene, toulene, xylenes, and total 
petroleum hydrocarbons (gasoline and diesel range).  It will be necessary to lower the bailer into 
the well several times to retrieve sufficient volume for these analyses. 

Once the data are received from the laboratory, we will evaluate the field and laboratory data and 
assess the degree to which oil is present in each well.  Depending on these findings, we will then make 
recommendations regarding the future of each monitoring well. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Rich 

 
"This communication, including any attachments, may contain confidential and privileged information that is 
subject to the CONSOL Energy Inc.'s Business Information Protection Policy. The information is intended solely 
for the use of the intended recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient, you are prohibited from any use, 
distribution, or copying of this communication. If you have received this communication in error, please 
immediately notify the sender and then delete this communication in its entirety from your system." 
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