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Thursday, February 7, 2019

Mr. Stanfield, call me about an old pipe in the ground exhausting hot air.  I met him on Thursday, January 31, 2019.  
Also I was with Kit Pappas and a person from NRCS and UGS.   The pipe was south east of the Emery mine.   Mr. 
Stanfield was thinking that this pipe was mining related to the Emery mine.  The inspection revealed the following 
information.  The pipe was located on BLM ground.  It was near a outcrop.  The pipe did indeed exhaust warm air.  Mr. 
Pappas took a gas reading of the air.  It contained carbon monoxide and no oxygen.  Mr. Stanfield had a mine map 
showing that this area was a burn area meaning there was a fire in a coal seam.  Mr. Stanfield stated that a friend knew 
about the fire for 70 years.  It is my opinion that this underground fire was caused by spontaneous combustion.   No 
coal mining by the Emery mine has taken place in this area.  Therefore, it is not mining related as regards to Emery 
mine/Bronco mine.  Since, this pipe is exhausting deadly flumes, it is my opinion that the pipe should be seal.  I will be 
contacting the Abandon Mine Lands section of the Oil, Gas and Mining.  They can determine what steps need to be 
taken, since they deal with reclamation of abandon mines as their primary job function.

Report summary and status for pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Division Orders, and amendments:

Date

39

Inspector's Signature:

Note: This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of compliance with the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.
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REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS  PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

1.  Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.
     a. For COMPLETE inspections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not
         appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
    b.  For PARTIAL inspections check only the elements evaluated.
2.   Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
3.   Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard listed below.
4.   Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

CommentEvaluated Not Applicable Enforcement

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

2.     Signs and Markers

3.     Topsoil

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

4.d   Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring

4.e   Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations

5.     Explosives

6.     Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches

7.     Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments

8.     Noncoal Waste

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

10.   Slides and Other Damage

11.   Contemporaneous Reclamation

12.   Backfilling And Grading

13.   Revegetation

14.   Subsidence Control

15.   Cessation of Operations

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

16.b Roads: Drainage Controls

17.   Other Transportation Facilities

18.   Support Facilities, Utility Installations

19. AVS check

20.   Air Quality Permit

21.   Bonding and Insurance

22.   Other
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