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OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>

Fwd: Emery Deep- Status Update

1 message

Steve Christensen <stevechristensen@utah.gov> Mon, Sep 16, 2019 at 9:15 AM
To: OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>

fyi-

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Steve Christensen <stevechristensen@utah.gov>

Date: Wed, Sep 11, 2019 at 2:38 PM

Subject: Re: Emery Deep- Status Update

To: John A. Gefferth <JGefferth@barr.com>

Cc: Kit Pappas <jpappas@broncoutah.com>, Patrick Collins <mt.nebo@xmission.com>, Todd Miller
<toddmiller@utah.gov>, Priscilla Burton <priscillaburton@utah.gov>

Hi John,
| wanted to follow up your response to the e-mail | sent regarding the three past due responses from Bronco.

1) Emery Deep, 2018 Annual Report response (Task 5933). Due to DOGM 8/21 :

We just need to close the loop on this task. When we sent out our Annual Report, a discrepancy was identified on
reported waste rock/box cut material volumes and Bronco was asked to provide clarification. As you're aware, in the
regulatory world, we need documentation/resolution to these issues when they're put in writing. That said, the onus is
Bronco to respond to the annual report completion letter that we sent you back in June. A letter would suffice. The letter
simply needs to address why the as-built volume doesn't match the December 2018 inspection volume. Please
correspond with Priscilla prior to submitting your response so we can get this one closed out.

2) Hidden Valley, Midterm Completion response (Task 5939). Due to DOGM 8/30 :

The midterm review letter was sent on July 19th, 2019. An ample deadline of August 30th (approximately 6 weeks) was
established in that letter. The deadline to respond came and went and so | sent the e-mail reminder on Monday.

To my knowledge, no one from Bronco contacted DOGM to schedule a field visit (let alone request a deadline extension)
until Patrick Collins contacted Todd Miller two days ago (10 days after the deadline). After speaking with Todd, during his
conversation with Pat on Monday, Todd mistakenly thought that the amendment submitted last Thursday from Bronco was
the Hidden Valley mid-term response. It was the Emery midterm completion response. As such, there is no data for Todd
to review relative to the Hidden Valley mid-term.

It's long standing DOGM policy for our staff to work with operators and conduct field inspections whenever necessary to
sort out permitting issues. | wholeheartedly encourage such inspections. Those field inpsections may occur at any time;
both before or after a submission to our office. If an operator feels it would be beneficial to conduct a field inspection with
a DOGM staffer before an established deadline, it's their responsibility to schedule that. We have always made our staff
available.

After speaking with you, it's evident that there was ample confusion on how/when the field inspection that Pat and Todd
discussed was going to take place. However; the bottom line is that once we finished our midterm review and established
a deadline to respond, the ball was squarely in Bronco's court. If there was some issue or communication breakdown on
getting the field inspection scheduled, someone should've picked up a phone and called me or sent an e-mail before the
deadline. That didn't happen.

After speaking with Todd, a new vegetation reference area needs to be established as the current one is inadequate.
That work can be done with or without Todd's presence. When Patrick gets it penciled in on his calendar, have him
contact Todd and let him know and he'll endeavor to be there. If that doesn't work out, Todd can certainly (as is our
practice) go and inspect the proposed vegetation reference area after it's been submitted for review.

An additional 30 days is granted for submitting the Hidden Valley mid-term response. The new due date is Friday
October 11th.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AH1rexTnmOPga7VAOhwQnzKV5-Dncvjilgbe CVItPY U8bwLjwGlJ/u/1?ik=b2057f09bc&view=pt&search=all&permthid=... 1/3



9/17/2019 State of Utah Mail - Fwd: Emery Deep- Status Update

As always, feel free to cal me to discuss.

Regards,
Steve

On Tue, Sep 10, 2019 at 1:50 PM John A. Gefferth <JGefferth@barr.com> wrote:

Steve

Please see responses in red below and call with questions.

John A. Gefferth

Senior Mining Environmental Consultant
Salt Lake City, UT office: 801.333.8425
cell: 314.304.8328

JGefferth@barr.com

www.barr.com

resourceful. naturally,
BARR

If you no longer wish to receive marketing e-mails from Barr, respond to communications@barr.com and we will be happy fo honor your
request.

From: Steve Christensen <stevechristensen@utah.gov>

Sent: Monday, September 9, 2019 2:24 PM

To: Kit Pappas <jpappas@broncoutah.com>

Cc: John A. Gefferth <JGefferth@barr.com>; Suzanne Steab <suzannesteab@utah.gov>; Todd Miller
<toddmiller@utah.gov>; Priscilla Burton <priscillaburton@utah.gov>

Subject: Emery Deep- Status Update

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or
clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Hi Kit,

Doing a bit of house-cleaning here and wanted to ask about the status of three items and when they might be coming
back into our shop. They are:

1) Emery Deep, 2018 Annual Report response (Task 5933). Due to DOGM 8/21

The volumes depicted in the annual refuse pile inspection were Emery 2 expansion actual and estimates at
the time and have been carried over from the initial 2017 reports.

These volumes will be adjusted in future refuse pile inspection reports to reflect current volumes per the
as-built midterm deficiency responses (task ID 5966) under DOGM review.

2) Hidden Valley, Midterm Completion response (Task 5939). Due to DOGM 8/30
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The Hidden Valley midterm deficiency responses are predicated on DOGM staff meeting in the field with
Patrick Collins (Mt. Nebo Scientific) and reviewing the reclamation reference areas, vegetation, and
reclamation status to date. Per Patrick Collins communications with Todd Miller on 9/9/19, Todd Miller
requested additional time to review data prior to scheduling a field visit.

With this DOGM additional time request to field inspect again, Bronco requests that the 8/30 response
deadline be extended.

3) Emery Deep, Midterm Completion response (Task 5966). Due to DOGM 9/3.

Emery midterm deficiency responses for tasks 5670, 5864, and 5966 were submitted to the division on
9/4/19.

If you could let me know when those might be coming in, I'd appreciate it.

Regards,

Steve

Steve Christensen, Coal Program Manager
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining

1594 W North Temple, Suite 1210

Salt Lake City, Utah 84116

(801) 538-5350 w

(385) 290-9937 c
stevechristensen@utah.gov
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