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SUEJFUT:  Uteh Power and Iipkt Coppany, les-bee-love Coal Mine iterrit

Application {L7-0615)

The plan wos reviewed for corpleteness, As this mice ie ix place, the
plap +as reviewed vith erphasis on missiny data, current nininy getivities,
and revesetation/reclanation standsrds.

Since the writing of this plan, s rapter survey for cliff nesting crecies
vas completed. A totel of 8 golden eagles nests and an active red-
tslled hawk nest were identified within the permit area or within 1 kn

of tle permit beundsry. (ne golden eaplc nest is within 1 ko of the
portal area. It is probable that use of the portal area ras precluded
eagle use of this site. A fleld review of any propesed new surfuce
disturbance that will ocecur witbin 1 lr of nests of eagles or other
raptors of high federsl intercsr should bave a fiecld review conducted in
ceordination with this office,

Tow following recormendations should Le Implemented to reduce nevative
Irpacts of nire related activitivs un golden earle populations ir the
mininy srea. Llasting snd other surface disturbance zhonld not be
permitted withic 1 ke of & nest. The perdiod most critical is February
15 to hay i which ceincides with pest censtruction {or re-construction),
courtship, and egy laving. Yiuiny activities net allowed between these
¢ates will provide biras with the opportunity to lsy egrs srd raise
youny vithout roran iuterference. In pereral, yourp are old enoush in
early lay o withstlane a brief absence of adults durinr celd weather, A
wet downy ¢hick does net survive very long in a cold raipstorn witrount
rarental sroodiag,

1t was not clear to us 1f ezcarpments could be affecrted by subsidence,
we are concerned that esearpuent failure could result im the loss of

zptor nests and nest sitez,  Tle oire plan slould address those precautions
or technigques wsed in ninin: that will ensure that these escarprents do

ot faal.

The rine plan indicated that Ceoper's Lawts were expected to be a corron
reaicent of the per~it area. Arceas of new disturharce ir or near ruitablc
nesting tabitat should be ivverntoried., If sctive nest sites are locotec,
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najor comstruction aégivitiam and blasting should be svoided uithin 1 km

of these sctive pest sites. The critical nesting pericd of the Cooper'ts
hawk is April, Fay and Jupe. Ip all instancee, the Fish and vildlife

fervice is willing te woerk with the cosl developers in examinine the
ﬂtmtuﬁ aflesch neat in the spring to fetermine nest activity., Ve zre

Eﬂitt&g T, regoiving conflicts hotveen rescurce development and raptor
“naulatioﬂﬁ. :

Areas of new &@Vﬁlmrd nt should be exavired for conflicts with all
species on the list of species of migratory birds of high federal interest,
Incidently, we have av unconfirmed report ivdicsting thc nill;&rson 5
gapsucker cecurs in the upper elevations near the mine site.

The revegetation plan needs to have standards specified to evaluate
suceeenful completion of revegetation. The possibilin Ly wxists that
fencing or other messures ray alsc be rwquirad to ohtain succeasful
revegeiation,

Toere appeare to he o confliet betweon pages 288 and 4=25 rerarding the
iwpact winipy will have on water sources. It should be made clesy v what
mitigation i intended for disrupted water supplies and for how long
these water supplies will be maivtalned.

We are concerned thet the standavds (Ih vear, 24 hour) used to desipgn

the gedinentasticu pond may not be adequate to prevent contaminates frmh
escaping &g it appemsrs there is an exeellent chance for these to be
periodically flughed into Crimes Wash and possitly farther down drainace,

As some long term losses of wildlife hableat has sund will occur due to
ninipy sctivities and surface disturdbances, nroocsale for enhancement of
wildlife habitat sbhould be comsidered.
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