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FR04: Acting Area ¥aneger, Flabh aand Wildlife Service
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SUBJECT: Utah Power and Light Cempany, Deer Creek Coal Mine Permit
Application (UT-DOLG)

The plan was reviewed for completenesa., Simce this wmine is operational,
the plap wag reviewad with emphasgis on missing data, current mining
activities, and revegetation/reclamation standards.

buring the summer of 1981, the Fieh and Wildlife Service (FHS) completed
a survey for oliff nesting raptors, A toral of 12 poldem eagle uneste,

a possible falcon serape, 8 red-teiled hawk nest and 3 nests Lieatified
only as fmactive stick mests were found withie 1 km of the mine aves
boundary. The red-tailed hawk nest was active in 1931. 4As shoun on the
sap it is located wery close to the surface facilities.

%0 new developments were fdentified ix the mine plan thae would fmpaet
rapter nesting or nest sites. However, should anew surfage disturbance

be propesed and occur within 1 ke of nests of esgles, falooms, or other
raptors of high federal inrerest a field revisw should be sonducted in
coordination with this office, The fellowing recommemdations should be
implevented whare arpropriste to reduce nezative ilmpacts of wuine related
activicies on golden eagle and prairie falcom populaticns in the mining
area. Vor golden sagles, no cemstruction, blasting er other distugbance
should be permitted within 1 kwm of a pest while a pesting artempt is in
pro,ress. The pericd wmost critical is February 15 to May 1. Ho blasting

or other surface disturbance should be permitted within .5 ke of amy prairle
falcon eyrie. The .5 kn buffer zone fizure was selected because prairie
faleon eyries sre generally much higher on the ¢liff and ave wore secluded
than thoze of yolden sagle, (onstyuctlon activities should net be permitted
nesr prajirie falooa eyries betwean Mareh 15 and June 15,

Red- tailed havks are relatively tolerant of huamsp asctivities. Even g0, somwe
care showid be tsken to avoid any ummecessary disturbances aear the neat
site while a nesting atrewpt is being mades.



Page Z

Can sgearpments be affected by subsidence? We are concerned that escavpnent
failure could vesult in the loss of raptor nests and nest sites, The wine
plan should address those precautions or techniques used in winisy that will
wmsure that these escarpments do met fadl., The plan tadicsted thare has
baon up to 2.6 ft. subsidance already.

Should new aveas be propesed for disturbance, they should be faventoried

for migratory birds of high federal interest (MBNFI). The mine plan
indicates that Cooper’s hawks are sxpected to be a comnoa resideat of the
permlit avea, 1If active nest sites are located, major comstruction activities
and blasting should be avelded within 1 km of these sctive nest sites. The
critical nesting period of the Cooper's hawk is April, May aud Jume, Sizilarly,
we hava & veport indicating the Willlmsson's sapsucker ocecurs ia the upper
elevations near the mine site, Should lnventeries iudicate the presemcs of
HGKYL, the FWE wishes to be comtacted te assist in determisetion of the
lwporiance of the site, what protective msasures are Eppropriate, and what
nitigative measures can be implamented,

Toe revegatation-pisn nesds to have standavds clarified vo evaluate succsasful
complation of reveyetation, The plan indicates only that "plamt productivity
shail equal the referesce area”,

The plan also indicates that reclamation may not totally be dedicated to

retursing the cover types to premining coanditiens, In the descriptien of

existing eaviromsent 5 acres of the 20 seres 4isturbed were listed as riparian,

In the reclamation plam, none of the 18 atves to be reclaismad were being reciaimed
to a ripeviaa cover type. EHipariss aress are some of euwr most fmportant habirat
and should be protected and restorsd wherever possibls.

He have sot evaluated the plsn for hydrology ac this time as this {ufermarion
was not Incladed in our copy of the plan. Our concerns are that surfscs
sources of water are described, momitorsd, and mitigated 1f interrupted by
nmining activities., These dispersed water sources represent an importaunt
componant of habltat sifecting hableat utilization by wirtually all wildiife
oo the parmit avea.

This completes cur cowsents in regard to the subject mine plan. If we can
be of further sesistance, please feel frae to contact thia office,

JIMMIE L. TISDALE
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EXISTING PERMIT BOUNDARY

NN\ MINE AREA

- Active Red-tailed Hawk Nest, 1981
* ISN - Inactive Stick Nest

1 IA - Inactive Golden Eagle Nest _
G - 01d or Delapidated Golden Eagle Nest
= 0T - Occupied/Tended Golden Eagle Nest
A - Active Golden Eagle Nest, 1981
- PP - Possibhle Prairie Falcon Scrape

DEER CREEK COAL MINE

EMERY COUNTY, UTAM

PERMIT AREA MAFR

SCALE: |DATE:

UTAH POWER 8 JAN, 9, 1981

LIGHT company | 82500 oe
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