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Mr. Don Ostler, Director

State of Utah

Department of Environmental Quality
Division of Water Quality

288 North 1460 West

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-4870

Dear V\%@Her:

Re: Permit Renewal of UPDES Permit UT-0023604, PacifiCorp, Deer Creek Mine,

ACT/015/018, Folder #2, Emery County, Utah

In response to your agency’s recent public notice regarding the re-issuance
of the UPDES permits for the PacifiCorp mines in Emery County, the Utah Division
of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM) would like to comment on the proposed permit for
the Deer Creek Mine. A November 16, 1990 letter from the Utah Water Pollution
Control Committee to Scott Child of PacifiCorp, approved the Deer Creek Mine to
discharge excess water encountered from within the mine into Deer Creek. This
approval was granted under the bypass provision of the existing UPDES permit.

The last paragraph of page 2 of the November 16, 1990 approval letter
states: "The bypass will only be temporary until such time as the receiving stream
is reclassified and the permit modified, or until piping or other control measures are
constructed to eliminate the bypass in accordance with an approved schedule.”

The emergency bypass has been ongoing for almost two years with an
average discharge rate of 3,084,097 gallons per day. This amounts to 8.5 acre
feet of water which is a significant quantity which is currently not permitted
through the UPDES program.

I would recommend that during the current review of the existing permit and
re-issuance of the new UPDES permit for this facility, that now is the time to
modify the permit to include this discharge as a point source discharge under the
UPDES permit system, or to work with PacifiCorp to pipe or provide other control
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Mr. Don Ostler
ACT/015/018
October 23, 1992

measures to eliminate the bypass. Two years is more than an adequate amount of
time in which to allow for a temporary bypass.

| appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on this issue. If you have

any questions, please don’t hesitate to call me.

Best regards,

.

Dianne R. Nielson
Director

jbe
cc: P. Grubaugh-Littig
WATER
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DEER CREEK MINE WATER DISCHARGE SUMMARY

‘December 90

Average Average Average Average
DATE Gallons/day Acre ft. /day Gallons/month Acre ft. /month
January 90 2,254,703 6.9 69,895,793 214.5
February 90 3,093,132 9.5 86,607,696 265.8
March 90 2,988,000 9.2 92,628,000 284.3
April 90 4,483,410 13.8 134,502,300 412.8
May 90 4,712,224 14.5 146,078,944 4483
June 90 4,131,746 12.7 123,852,380 380.4
July 90 4,347,921 13.3 134,785,551 413.7
August 90 4,529,814 13.9 140,424,234 431.0
September 90 4,736,944 14.5 142,108,320 436.1
October 90 4,267,881 13.1 132,304,311 406.1

4,402,690 13.5 136,483,390 418.9
January 91 4,275,910 13.1 132,553,210 406.8
February 91 3,697,433 11.3 103,528,124 317.7
March 91 2,876,779 8.8 89,180,149 273.7
April 91 3,854,686 11.8 115,640,580 354.9
May 91 3,480,520 10.7 107,896,120 331.1
June 91 3,642,290 11.2 109,268,700 335.4
July 91 3,360,890 10.3 104,187,590 319.8
August 91 2,998,104 9.2 92,941,224 285.2
September 91 3,315,660 10.2 99,469,800 305.3
October 91 3,095,322 9.5 95,954,982 294.5
November 91 2,851,731 8.8 85,551,930 262.6
December 91 3,000,000 9.2 93,000,000 2854
January 92 2,527,968 7.8 78,367,008 240.5
February 92 2,439,338 7.5 70,740,802 217.1
March 92 . 2,347,738 7.2 72,779,878 223.4
April 92 2,504,597 7.7 75,137,910 230.6
May 92 2,462,354 7.6 76,332,974 2343
June 92 1,088,211 3.3 32,646,330 100.2
July 92 3,036,217 9.3 94,122,727 288.9
August 92 3,507,595 10.8 108,735,445 333.7
AVERAGE DAILY FLOWS Gallons Acre Feet
January 1990 through November 1990: 3,968,705 12.2
December 1990 through September 1992: 3,084,097 9.5
January 1990 through September 1992; 3,388,181 104
TOTAL VOLUMES OF WATER. Gallons Acre Feet
January 1990 through November 1990; 1,326,586,929 4,071
December 1990 through September 1992 1,974,518,873 6,060
January 1990 through September 1992; 3,301,105,802 10,131

NOTE: The mine water discharge was approved by the Water Pollution Control
Committee in an emergency bypass agreement dated November 16, 1990,
as indicated by the shading of November 1990,
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