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December 10, 1998

Utah Coal Regulatory Program
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
1594 North Temple, Suite 1210
Box 145801

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801

Attention: Daron Haddock,Permit Supervisor

Re: Incid
the, ACT/015/018-98A, File

Federal Coal Lease U-06039, PacifiCorp, Deer Creek
Emery County, Utah

Volume 11 - North Rilda Area, PacifiCorp, Deer Creek Mine, ACT/015/018, Emery
County, Utah

PacifiCorp, by and through its wholly-owned subsidiary, Energy West Mining Company
("Energy West") as mine operator, herewith submits a revised Deer Creek MRP - Volume 11:
Hydrologic Section R645-301-700: text section in response to concerns raised during the Federal
Coal Lease U-06039 lease modification review.

The concerns raised during the review include:

Concern: The existing plan commits to conducting baseline sampling for a two year period
1997-1998 (Mill Fork Canyon). The amendment proposes baseline was
conducted in 1997.

Response:  PacifiCorp initially included monitoring in Mill Fork Canyon prior to the
North Rilda submittal without the request from the Division or the surface
management agency. In an amendment submitted on January 21, 1997, Deer
Creek Mine Amendment 97B, PacifiCorp included two sites in Mill Fork
Canyon previously monitored by Arco Coal Company and the United States
Geological Survey (site 76 near the confluence of Huntington Creek: Open
File Report 81-539). Amendment 97B was revised on September 25, 1997
and approved by the Division on November 19, 1997. In the approved
hydrologic monitoring plan, only operational monitoring of Mill Fork
Canyon (sites MFAO1 and MFB02) is required. The approved monitoring
plan in Volume 9 - Hydrologic Section conflicts with monitoring described in
Deer Creek Mine Volume 11 - North Rilda Area. PacifiCorp commits to
revising both Volume 9 - Hydrologic Section and Deer Creek Mine Volume
11 - North Rilda Area to include baseline monitoring of Mill Fork starting in
the 4" Quarter 1998 through the 4™ Quarter 2000 (see the following excerpt
from the revised Volume 11 - North Rilda Area).

Huntington Office: Deer Creek Mine: Trail Mountain Mine:
(435) 687-9821 (435) 687-2317 (435) 748-2140
Fax (435) 687-2695 Fax (435) 687-2285 Fax (435) 748-5125
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Revised Section of Volume 11 - North Rilda Area: Page 52-53
Historical monitoring data collected by Beaver Creek Coal Company - No. 4

quallty analysis will be conducted for a two-year period,
efer to the respective Annual Hydrologic reports).
aseline analysis will be repeated once every five (5) years.

Appendix A of Volume 9 - Hydrologic Section will be updated to reflect baseline monitoring
in Mill Fork Canyon (refer to separate amendment submitted on December 11, 1998).

Concern: According to the amendment page 103 and other pages "The stream buffer zone
delineates the area restricted to full extraction mining." However, in R645-301-
500 Appendix 1, page 3 the plan indicates the area is restricted from full
extraction mining.

Response:  To clarify this situation, Volume 11 - North Rilda Area R645-301-700 section
has been revised to conform with R645-301-500 Appendix 1 (see the
following excerpt from Volume 11 - North Rilda Area R645-301-700, page
102).

Revised Section of Volume 11 - North Rilda Area: Page 102
The stream buffer zone delineates the area restricted
mining.

gte full extraction

Concern: The site upstream of RCF1 to monitor surface/groundwater relationships should
retained as approved in the existing plan. The overburden between the stream
bed and the Blind Canyon panels is approximately 148-200 feet (drill holes EM-
160 and EM162 drawing DU1687E, 9/30/98) justifies retaining this monitoring
location.
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Response:  Due to the thickness of overburden at the original 4" North Mains stream
crossing (115 feet center entry overburden) a monitoring site was added
above the mains to monitor possible surface/groundwater concerns. Upon
completion of the Rilda Canyon Exploration Program conducted in 1997, a
meeting was held with BLM, DOGM, (USFS was invited but did not attend, a
separate meeting was held the USFS at a later date), to discuss the results of
the exploration and to present a revised stream crossing plan. Based on the
drilling results, the 5™ North Mains were relocated approximately 800 feet to
the west of the original location, thereby increasing the overburden from 115
feet to 195 feet (center entry overburden). As discussed in the Volume 11 -
North Rilda Area, R645-301-700 Hydrologic Section, the only groundwater
intercepted during drilling was limited quantities (less than 5 gallons per
minute) associated with the colluvial/alluvial deposits. Based on the drilling
results and the dry conditions experienced in the mine (5™ North Mains
stream crossing area), the relocation of the mains to the west, and a
commitment to conduct special subsidence monitoring over the mains,
monitoring of an additional site was not necessary. After discussions with
the Reclamation Hydrologist in which the difficulties of measuring stream
flow during high runoff periods was discussed, PacifiCorp will retain the
additional monitoring point adjacent to EM-163 and will measure quantity
during base flow conidtions, (see excerpt from Volume 11 - North Rilda Area
below).

Revised Section of Volume 11 - North Rilda Area: Page 50
Locations:
(1).  Right Fork of Rilda - RCF1#
(2). Left Fork of Rilda - RCLF1 (Field data only)
(3).  Left Fork of Rilda - RCLF2 (Field data only)
(4). Rilda Canyon - RCF2 (Field data only)
(5). Rilda Canyon - RCF3
(6). Rilda Canyon - RCW4 (Map HM-1, Vol. 9 - Hydrologic Section
and; Map HM-10, included with this submittal).
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Concern:

Response:

1998

Stipulation 1 in Attachment A in the permit: Special conditions for ground water
monitoring in the North Rilda Area, does not allow a description for water that
may travel along the graben/fault/fracture systems. The condition should be
changed to the following:

1. If during development significant quantities of ground water are
encountered which issue from the fault zone, the water volume issuing
Jrom this zone should be quantified and initial inflow should be sampled
Jor water quality according to the approved baseline parameters and must
include tritium and carbon age dating.

PacifiCorp discussed concerns with this stipulation requiring "tritium and
carbon age dating" with the Reclamation Hydrologist. During isotopic
sampling, sufficient volume is collected to perform the required test
including carbon age dating. The samples are first tested for amount of
tritium, if the results indicate modern water, testing for carbon age dating is
not required. If the test indicates the sample is not modern water, then the
sample is tested for carbon age dating. PacifiCorp has revised Volume 11 -
North Rilda Area R645-301-700 Hydrologic Section to conduct include
isotopic sampling on a systematic approach (see excerpt from Volume 11 -
North Rilda Area).

Revised Section of Volume 11 - North Rilda Area: Page 99

Stipulation in the Deer Creek permit renewal, (February 6, 1996), "If during entry
development, sustained quantities of groundwater are encountered which are
greater than 5 gpm from a single source in an individual entry, and which
continue after operational activities progress beyond the area of groundwater
production, PacifiCorp must moni
the approved monitoring plan".
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Enclosed is seven redlined copies of the following information for your review:
Revison to Deer Creek Mine MRP Volume 11 - North Rilda Area

R645-301-700 HYDROLOGY c® Replace entire text section (retain Maps)

If there are any questions or concerns please call Chuck Semborski at 687-4720 or Bob Willey
687-4722.

Sincerely,

Dbt b ull

Charles A. Semborski
Geology and Environmental Supervisor
enclosures:

CC: Blake Webster (without enclosures)
Carl Pollastro (without enclosures)
Chuck Semborski (without enclosures)
Barbara Adams (Fil)

G\PCCOMMON\PCCOMMON\EN VIRONM\PERMITS\DCMINE\AMENDMNT\1998\DCVOL11.D98
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Form DOGM - C1 (Last Revised December 12, 1998) -‘ ‘

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT PROCESSING

Permit Change B{

New Permit

Renewal (1 || Transfer O || Exploration O

Bond Release [ Permit Number: ACT/015/018

Title of Proposal:
County, Utah

Amendment, PacifiCorp, Deer Creek Mine,ACT/015/018, Emery Mine: DEER CREEK

Permittee: PACIFICORP

Description, include reason for application and timing required to implement: Revisions to Volume 11: North Rilda Area, Hydl‘OlOgiC Section

Instructions: If you answer yes to any of the first 8 questions (gray), submit the application to the Salt Lake Office. Otherwise, you may submit it to your reclamation specialist.

O Yes ¥ No 9. Is the application submitted as a result of a Violation? NOV #
O Yes IQ No | 10. Is the application submitted as a result of other laws or regulations or policies? Explain:
O Yes | W No | 11. Does the application affect the surface landowner or change the post mining land use?
O Yes ¥ No | 12. Does the application require or include underground design or mine sequence and timing? (Modification of R2P2?)
O Yes | ¥ No | 13. Does the application require or include collection and reporting of any baseline information?
O Yes | ® No | 14. Could the application have any effect on wildlife or vegetation outside the current disturbed area?
O Yes N No | 15. Does application require or include soil removal, storage or placement?
O Yes ¥ No | 16. Does the application require or include vegetation monitoring, removal or revegetation activities?
O Yes K No | 17. Does the application require or include construction, modification, or removal of surface facilities?
K Yes O No | 18. Does the application require or include water monitoring, sediment or drainage control measures?
O Yes ¥ No | 19. Does the application require or include certified designs, maps, or calculations?
O Yes | ¥ No | 20. Does the application require or include subsidence control or monitoring?
O Yes N No | 21. Have reclamation costs for bonding been provided for?
O Yes K No | 22. Does application involve a perennial stream, a stream buffer zone or discharges to a stream?
O Yes ® No | 23. Does the application affect permits issued by other agencies or permits issued to other entities?
& Attach _7_ complete copies of the application.

I hereby certify that I am a responsible official of the applicant and that the information contained in this application is
true and correct to the best of my information and belief in all respects with the laws of Utah in reference to commitments,

dertakings, and obRgations, herein. (R645-301-123)
. ‘ Charles A. Semborgk
Signed - Name - Position - Daf
Subscribed and sworn to before me this / t day of Bkﬂa‘émg Mgf?A“s
Huntington, Utah 84528
My Commission Expires
ic October 13, 2000
Mo STATE OF % STATE OF UTAH
COUNTY OF o)
VA
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Detailed Schedule of Changes to the MRP

Amication for Permit Processil,

Title of Application:

Amendment, PacifiCorp, Deer Creek Mine,ACT/015/018, Emery County, Utah Mine: DEER CREEK
Revisions to Volume 11: North Rilda Area, Hydrologic Section

Permit Number: ACT/015/018

Permittee: PACIFICORP

Provide a detailed listing of all changes to the mining and reclamation plan which will be required as a result of this proposed
permit application. Individually list all maps and drawings which are to be added, replaced, or removed from the plan. Include
changes of the table of contents, section of the plan, pages, or other information as needed to specifically locate, identify and revise
the existing mining and reclamation plan. Include page, section and drawing numbers as part of the description.

F

DESCRIPTION OF MAP, TEXT, OR MATERIALS TO BE CHANGED

O ADD K REPLACE | O REMOVE | Replace R645-301-700 Hydrologic Section, Text Section (retain maps)
0 ADD 00 REPLACE 0O REMOVE
O ADD [J REPLACE 0O REMOVE
00 ADD [J REPLACE 0 REMOVE
O ADD 0O REPLACE 0 REMOVE
O ADD [0 REPLACE 00 REMOVE
0O ADD 00 REPLACE O REMOVE
0O ADD 00 REPLACE O REMOVE
O ADD O REPLACE 0 REMOVE
0 ADD | O REPLACE | O REMOVE
O ADD 0O REPLACE O REMOVE
0O ADD | O REPLACE | O REMOVE
O ADD O REPLACE 0 REMOVE
00 ADD 0O REPLACE O REMOVE
O ADD 0 REPLACE O REMOVE
0 ADD O REPLACE O REMOVE
O ADD | O REPLACE | O REMOVE
O ADD | O REPLACE | O REMOVE
0 ADD | O REPLACE | O REMOVE
0O ADD O REPLACE O REMOVE
O ADD | O REPLACE | O REMOVE
O ADD | O REPLACE | O REMOVE
O ADD | O REPLACE | O REMOVE

Any other specific or special instructions required for insertion of this proposal into the Mining and Reclamation Plan?






