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Energy West received a lettép—da'réd{mlrary 22, 1998 stating there was a confusion whether

redlining had been present in the approved amendment dated October 30, 1997. Our copy of the

approved amendment contains redlining of the changes. Also, you stated that the resubmitted

page 15 was different from the approved page 15. I did not find this difference.

Enclosed in a copy of the approved amendment (with redline) Appendix 1, page 2, and R645-
301-500 page 15. Both pages were approved on October 30, 1997. Also enclosed is these same
pages without redline. Please stamp these pages so they can be incorporated in the Deer Creek
Mine Permit, Volume 11.

If you have any questions regarding this confusing matter, please call me at 435-687-4825.

Sincerely,

Bheld 2l

Chuck Semborski

Geology\Environmental Supervisor

cc: Susan Tuttle (file)
Chuck Semborski

JAPCCOMMON\PCCOMMON\ENG\ENVIRONM\DC\AMENDMNT\1998\COND#4RE.LET

Huntington Office: Deer Creek Mine: . Cottonwood Mine:
(801) 687-9821 (801) 381-2317 (801) 748-2319
Fax (801) 687-2695 Fax (801) 381-2285 Fax (801) 748-2380

Purchasing Fax (801) 687-9092



a northeast bearing, with development proceeding across the right fork area of Rilda
Canyon. The proposed location and layout of the 4th North #1 / 4th North #2 intersection
are currently only projections. Preliminary mine plan sequence and layout provides for
the current 4th North Mains to continue as a 5-entry development system to a point just
south of the proposed 4th North #1/4th North #2 intersection. At this point, the
development is planned to be reduced to a 2-entry "exploration" section, continuing on

the original northwest bearing to delineate the western margin of the Blind Canyon coal

seam or to intersect the projected Mill Fork Fault Graben. I ngi

Based on the

information gained from this proposed 2-entry "exploration" development, a detailed plan
will be developed to position the 4th North #1/4th North #2 intersection to optimize the
"no-subsidence” design of long term entry stability for the 4th North #2 / Rilda Canyon
Right Fork crossing route and rock slope access into thetower-Hiawatha Seam-as well-as-
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maximizing overall reserve recovery within the area. EFFECTIVE:
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It is expected that recovery rates of 85% can be obtained withgn the préposed-tongwattpanel ‘
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areas. The overall minable reserve recovery for the North Rllda Caf}lyon area of of the Deer éﬂ eek

Mine is estimated at approximately 65%.

The Deer Creek mining plan is based on the geologic information of the area obtained from
outcrops, drilling, and previous mining by the operator. For geologic information of this area,

refer to Vol. 8 of the MRP.
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North Mains was given by the BLM (per letter) February 13, 1997.

With regard to PacifiCorp's pending North Rilda Area Permit Application, the 4th North
Mains are projected to be developed northwest (approximately 3000 feet) from the 4th North / 10th
West Mains intersection. The 4th North Mains development then changes course to a northeast
bearing, with development proceeding across the right fork area of Rilda Canyon. The proposed
location and layout of the 4th North #1 / 4th North #2 intersection are currently only a projection.
Preliminary mine plan sequence and layout provides for the current 4th North Mains to continue as
a S-entry development system to a point just south of the proposed 4th North #1/4th North #2
intersection. At this point the development is planned to be reduced to a 2-entry "exploration"
section continuing on the original northwest bearing to delineate the western margin of the Blind
Canyon coal seam or to intersect the projected Mill Fork Fault Graben. If mi ects the
S |, In addition to in-mine
exploration, PacifiCorp has submitted a surface exploration plan to onducted in 1997 prior to
the proposed in-mine exploration to determine the extent of mineable reserves and evaluate potential
faulting on the west side of Federal Coal Lease U-06039. The proposed plan includes drilling a
series of exploration holes on 200-foot spacing from existing drill holes EM-158 to EM-56C.
Information collected during this exploration will include depth of colluvial / alluvial deposits,
structure and stratigraphy of the lower Blackhawk and upper Star Point formations, and hydrologic
characteristics of the penetrated strata. Data from the exploration program will be submitted to the
Division and both surface and underground management agencies.

Based on the information gained from the surface exploration drilling and proposed 2-entry - ----

"exploration” development, a detailed plan will be developed to positipn R 217 )h WOThR |
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#2 intersection to optimize the "no subsidence / long term stability" design the 4tlENemth# % £ Rilda

Canyon Right Fork crossing route and rock slope access into the lojver Hiaviatha Seaii a5 -
maximizing overall reserve recovery within the area. 0 a7 j\/\ &’ :
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RIPARIAN ZONE - RIGHT FORK OF RILDA CANYON

L. . . . ?  UraH Division OwL, Gas Anp 3
The riparian zone within the Right Fork of Rilda Canyon (as $hown on the above referenced

enclosures) was delineated by field observation, aerial photography, and AT cottour anatysis—Tte~ -
extent of the identified zone is based on the contact of the alluvial fill with the canyon's side slopes.

The alluvial/colluvial fill contacts were inferred from existing map contours where rapid changes

in slope gradient were assumed to indicate a material composition change. The alluvial/colluvial

fill contact was assumed to occur where these grade changes occurred.

The riparian zone (as mapped) also includes an agency requested "buffer zone". This "buffer
zone" is calculated from the lower Hiawatha seam's horizon/elevation @ 15 degrees to a point of
intersection on the surface. The "buffer zone" delineates an area restricted from full extraction
second mining,

This referenced 15 degree "angle-of-draw" / "angle-of-influence” is an industry/agency
accepted standard used for delineation of surface influence protection from mining areas considered
for full-extraction mining. Mining experience at Energy West's Deer Creek, Cottonwood, and Trail
Mountain mines has provided a sound, scientific basis for using the 15° angle of draw mentioned
above. The angle of draw of subsidence produced by full-extraction mining can be influenced by
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