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April 5, 2000

Chuck Semborski, Environmental Supervisor
Energy West Mining

P.O.Box 310

Huntington, UT 84528

Re: Conditional Approval of Full Extraction Longwall Mining Beneath the Castlc Gate
Escarpment in the North Rilda Lease, PacifiCorp, Deer Creek Mine, ACT/015/018-
AMOO0B, Outgoing File

Dear Mr. Semborski:

The above-referenced amendment is conditionally approved upon receipt of seven clean
copies. Enclosed is a copy of our technical analysis for you information.

If you have any questions, please call.

Sincerely,

amela ‘rubau,gh thtlg/ y
Permit Superv‘fsor

sd/sm
Enclosure
cc: Joe Wilcox, OSM, Denver
Richard Manus, BLM, Price .
Jeff Walter, USFS, Price -
Mark Page, Water Rights, Price, w/o enclosures
Dave Ariotti, DEQ, Price, w/o enclosures
Derris Jones, DWR, Price, w/o enclosures
David T. Terry, SITLA, SLC, w/o enclosures
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ACT/015/018-AMOOB

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE INFORMATION  Revised: March 24, 2000

FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCE INFORMATION

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 784.21; R645-301-322.

Analysis:

Appendix 3 of the application includes a copy of the Forest Service Environmental Assessment
which contains some fish and wildlife information. In addition, information from raptor surveys
conducted by the Division of Wildlife Resources is available to the Division.

According to the information in the application and available to the Division, there are currently
no known raptor nests in the area that would be subsided. The area appears to contain good nesting
habitat, and golden eagles have apparently nested in the area in the past.

The environmental assessment discusses use of the area by bats. Townsend’s big-eared bats and
spotted bats are both known to occur in the area, and they probably roost in some of the cliffs. George
Oliver of the Utah Natural Heritage Program indicates inventorying these types of areas for specific
roosting locations is extremely difficult, and finding roost sites is usually simply fortuitous.

Because the area contains no known raptor nests, a protection plan is not needed. However, if
the applicant discovers new or previously-unknown nests in future monitoring, it will be necessary to
develop a protection plan.

As discussed in the environmental assessment, there is a possibility some individual bats could
be killed if cliffs fail. Cracks in rocks being used by bats could fail and kill or trap any animals using
them, but since there are no known concentration areas, it is unlikely this would seriously reduce the
local population. Generally, rock crevices and defective trees are used by only a few bats rather than
large populations. Therefore, it is unlikely there would be adverse effects on the population of the area.

In its environmental assessment for this project, the Forest Service considered potential effects
on listed and proposed threatened and endangered species that might be in the area and also on Forest
Service Region 4 sensitive species. The Division agrees there will be no effects on any of these species.

Findings:
Information provided in the proposal is adequate to meet the requirements of this section of the

regulations. If new or previously-unknown raptor nests are found, it will be necessary to develop a
protection plan.
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OPERATION PLAN Revised: March 24, 2000

OPERATION PLAN

MAPS, PLANS, AND CROSS SECTIONS OF RESOURCE INFORMATION
Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 783.24, 783.25; R645-301-323, -301-411, -301-521, -301-622, -301-722, -301-731.
Analysis:

Mine Workings Maps

The permittee has submitted several maps. These maps are updating existing maps showing
second mining (longwall mining) being used. These maps are P.E. certified as required by the Coal
Rules.

Findings:

The maps submitted are considered adequate to meet this section of the R645-Coal Rules.

SUBSIDENCE CONTROL PLAN
Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 784.20, 817.121, 817.122; R645-301-521, -301-525, -301-724.
Analysis:
Subsidence Control Plan
The permittee is expected to comply with the special monitoring stipulations referenced in the
environmental assessment. PacifiCorp is to install and measure subsidence at the North slope of Rilda

Canyon using prisms as referred on Map DU1688E in R645-301-500 section.

In addition to the prism monitoring, PacifiCorp will install warning signs in Rilda Canyon prior
to undermining the two southern panels.

Findings:
The information provided in the proposed amendment is considered adequate to the requirements

of this section. The information received was approved in the Decision Notice/FONSI signed on
November 1, 1999 and DOGM consent dated November 10, 1999.
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