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Mr. Steven E. Kochevar, P. E.

Senior Planning and Development Engineer
Interwest Mining Company

One Utah Center, Suite 2000

Salt Lake City, Utah 84140-0200

AR QIR e

Re:  Modification to Resource Recovery and Protection Plan (R2P2), 9" East Longwall Extraction

Face, Deer Creek Mine é/o-f/\g W % v 639——‘/’8

‘

Dear Mr. Kochevar:

On May 31, 2001, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) received a request from Iqterwest to
extract the 9" East longwall machinery at crosscut #20, instead of the planned extraction face at

crosscut #5. This proposed change to the R2P2 is located on Federal coal lease U-06039 at the
Deer Creek Mine.

Interwest requests this change based on encountering of a series of localized sandstone channel
scours and associated rolls in the 9" East gate entries. These channels scours have reduced the
coal height to less than 5 feet thick. Only inby crosscut #20 do the conditions improve to minable coal
heights. From the conditions encountered in 10" East, these conditions in the 9" East gate entries
will extend into the panel to some degree. Interwest states that longwall mining of the panel from
crosscut #20 to the originally planned take-out room at crosscut #5 will encounter low coal and
associated rolls that will result in extensive cutting of roof rock producing an unacceptable coal
quality.

The BLM has inspected the entries of 9" East during development and noted the adverse conditions
associated with the sandstone channel system along the entries. The abrupt rolis and the channel
scours in the coal were numerous and extensive along most of the way, with the most prominent
occurrences at crosscuts #6, #9, #16 and #18. Coal heights in the entries were below 6 feet in
locations, with some below 5 feet. Noting that this channel scour was encountered in the 10" East
entries, but not to the same extent, we agree with the conclusion that the scour system extends into
the longwali panel for some of the width. We agree that longwall mining the area would result in
unacceptable amounts of cut roof rock through the scour zone. Also, trying to extract the longwall
in any of the rolls along the area from crosscuts #5 through #20 would be difficult and create a safety

concern. These conditions have made the longwall panel from crosscut #20 through #5 not
recoverable.
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The BLM has determined that the proposed modification to the R2P2 complies with the Mineral
Leasing Act of 1920, as amended, the regulations at 43 CFR 3480, the lease terms and conditions,
and maximum economic recovery of the Federal coal will be achieved. Interwest'’s proposalto extract
the longwall machinery at crosscut #20 of the 9" East longwall panel is approved as submitted.

i you have any questions, please contact Stephen Falk of my staff at (801) 636-3600.

Sincerely,
Richard L. Manus
Richard L. Manus
Field Manager
Enclosure
) Approved Mine Map

cc: UT-921, SD, Utah (w/encl.)
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (w/encl.)

1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801
Energy West Mining Co. (w/encl.)

P. O. Box 310

Huntington, Utah 84528
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