
 
August 20, 2003 

 
 
 
 
TO:  Internal File 
 
THRU: Stephen J. Demzack, Environmental Scientist/Engineering, Site Inspector 
 
FROM: James D. Smith, Environmental Scientist/Hydrology 
 
RE:  Technical Field Visit, Annual Hydrologist and Inspector Joint Visit, PacifiCorp, 

Deer Creek Mine, C/015/018 
 
 
Other Attendees: Dennis Oakley – Energy West Mining Co. 
 
 
Date & Time:  August 19, 2003 – 09:00 am to 12:30 PM 
 
 
PURPOSE: Annual joint inspection by the hydrologist and inspector. 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS: 
 
 Recent heavy rains have produced erosion and sediment transport, but there was no 
indication of sediment transport off the permit area.  Diversions and berms were damaged but 
were being repaired at the time of the visit. 
 
 The procedures for entering water-monitoring data into the database were discussed. 
 

• Sometimes water depth has been entered with meters as the measurement unit, rather 
than feet.  It appears this is done at the lab when the electronic file is prepared.  Dennis 
was asked to check that particular parameter more closely in the future to eliminate this 
error. 
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• Water elevation has been entered in the database sporadically, although it is reported 

regularly on the paper copies submitted quarterly.  It is not clear who has been submitting 
this value to the database; the value is not on the lab report.  The database was originally 
set-up to calculate depth from elevation and vice versa if collar elevation was provided.  
As with water depth, water elevation values in the database have been subject to the same 
occasional misidentification of the measurement unit. 

 
• It is unclear to the Permittee if the Division still requires paper copies of water quality 

reports.  Electronic data submittal is a permit condition.  During the discussion it was 
basically left to the Permittee - if the electronic submittal could be done to meet all 
requirements of the Coal Mining Rules, then there is no further need for paper copies. 

 
• The Permittee submits DMRs in Adobe pdf format and electronically submits the DMR 

parameter values in the operational monitoring report.  DMR values are not entered into 
the database a second time under DMR parameter headings because the Permittee sees no 
reason to enter the same values in two different places. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS/CONCLUSIONS: 
 
 The Permittee needs to check that the measurement unit for water depth and elevation is 
correct when data are entered. 
 
 The Division needs to check the database program for consistency in converting depth to 
elevation and vice versa. 
 
 The Division needs to establish a policy on submittal of DMR parameter values. 
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