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Emery Water Conservancy District o ~Subsd. e,;uoe/ Vet: 1 cav, on
50 South 100 East
Castle Dale, Utah 84513
Subject: Mill Fork Lease Pre-Subsidence Survey ! ‘N'otlce, PacifiCarp, Deer Creek

Mine, Emery County, Utah

PacifiCorp, by and through its whol]y-owned subsidiary, Energy West Muiing Company
(“Energy West”) as mine operator, in compliance with State of Utah Coal Regulatory Program
Rules R645-301-525.130 has conducted a survey of all State-appropriated ‘water supplies within
and adjacent to the projected Mill Fork permit area expansion. The following details the Mill
Fork permitting process:

PacifiCorp originaily submitted (Mill Fork Lease Volume !2) on October, 2001.
On December 21, 2001, the Division determined the application to be
administratively complete and commenced their technical rzview of the supplied
information. '

For four consecutive weeks in January, 2002, PacifiCorp published the required
public notice to increase the size of the Deer Creek Mine pexmit area. One
comment was received by Emery County water users requesting an informal

= conference to discuss water related issues within the lease t-act. On March 6,
2002, PacifiCorp met with the Division and the concerned Emery County water

users.
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On February 7, 2002, PacifiCorp received the technical rev: ew for the Mill Fork
Lease mining application. The Division found deficiencies rhat needed to
addressed prior to approval. The Division required PacifiCarp to respond to the
deficiencies by March 15, 2002. On March 7, 2002, PacifiCorp received USFS
comments concerning the mining lease application. Their comments were dated
February 25, 2002. PacifiCorp requested a 30 day extensior to adequately respond
to both the concerns of the Division, as well as, the Forest Service. PacifiCorp
submitted revisions to the plan on April'15, 2002.

On October 10, 2002, PacifiCorp received the technical review for the Mill Fork
Lease mining application. The Division found deficiencies ‘hat needed to
addressed prior to approval. The Division required PacifiCq Ip o respond to the
deficiencies by January 10, 2003. PaaﬁCorp submitted revisions to the plan on
December 4, 2002.

Prior to submitting the original Mill Fork permit application, PacifiCorp/Energy West initiated a
comprehensive review of the surface and ground water hydrologic resourczs. The entire area of
the Mill Fork Lease and adjacent area was traversed. During the field reccnnaissance process,
when water resources were encountered, they were tracked to the source. .At the sources, the
sites were located utilizing GPS surveying techniques, digitally photograpncd field marked with
a brass tag and measurements were taken of flow and temperature. In addition to the field
measurements, PacifiCorp collected baseline water quality samples. Not all sites were sampled,
collection of water quality samples were restricted to sites where representative samples could be
obtained. At selected sites, springs were also sampled for isotopic data. These sites were
selected based on geographic location, geologic formation and occurrence. Meetings with the
water users, Division of Water Rights and the surface land administrator w ere instrumentsl in

locating all of the groundwater resources and development of a compreher sive hydrologic
$MMONILOriIg PrORTAM. EDETZY WesSt appreciales tne CoLIECuVE EII0It Of 0SS MVOlved.

Energy West initiated mining the Mill Fork Access in the Hiawatha coal scam in October 2002,

Mining will oecur within the currently approved permit area until Septemb.ar 2003. Baged on the
mine plan provided in the December 4, 2002 submittal (Volume 12 of the Deer Creek Mine
Permit: Mill Fork Lease), developtuent mining in the Mill Fork Lease will begin during October
2003. The first longwall panel is pro;ectcd to start productmn during August 2005. Data
concenung the pre-subsidence survey is on file at the Emery County Courthouse and at Energy
West’s main office located in Hunlmgtou
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If you have any questions or concerns regarding this notice, please contact Chuck Semborski at
(435) 687-4720 or Dennis Qakiey at (435) 687-4825.

Siticerely,

4

A. Carl Pollastro
Manager Administration/Technical Services

Enclosure:

Cec: DOGM Coal Regulatory Program

Chuck Semborski (EWMC)
File: Deer Creek Mine 2002
Mill Fork Lease Pre-Subsidence Notice
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