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J. CRAIG SMITH
j csmith@smithlawonline .com

September 1, 2004

Via Hand Delivery

Re : Preliminary comments on Pacificorp's proposed facility expansion in Rilda
Canyon for its Deer Creek Mine (C/015/018) .

Dear Ms. Malin :

The purpose of this letter is to provide the comments of Huntington-Cleveland Irrigation
Company Huntington-Cleveland to the above referenced Application in response to the request
for such comment published in the Sun Advocate on July 13, 2004 . My understanding is that the
Applicant has not yet submitted the formal proposal for the facilities expansion and will not do
so until after the deadline for comments under the above-mentioned notice has passed .
Therefore, I am writing this letter preliminary to reviewing any detailed plan for the proposed
facility expansion. HCIC will undoubtedly have more detailed comments after reviewing the full
proposal .

HCIC would like to acknowledge the actions and efforts of the Applicant in addressing
hydrologic concerns in the operation of its mines . HCIC supports the facilities expansion so long
as such expansion can be accomplished without affecting the hydrologic balance and causing an
unaddressed contamination, diminution or interruption of water for which HCIC holds the right .
See Utah Code Ann. § 40-10-18(15)(c) (1998). HCIC is the holder of the majority of water
rights in the Huntington Creek drainage, and the springs in Rilda Canyon, part of the Huntington
Creek drainage, is an important drinking water source for shareholder municipalities and districts
of HCIC. It is therefore vitally important that this source is protected .

It is my understanding that there will be further opportunity for comment later this fall after the
Applicant submits its formal application. Please let me know if this is incorrect . We appreciate
the efforts of the Division in fulfilling its role in protecting the hydrologic balance and water-
users' rights in coal mining areas . As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions .
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Luci Malin
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
September 1, 2004
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cc :

	

Board of Directors, Huntington-Cleveland
Dennis Ward, President
Sherrel Ward, Vice President
Duane Kay Jensen, Secretary

Yours truly,
SMITH HARTVIGSEN, PLLC .


