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October 14, 2004

Charles A. Semborski
Manager Geology/Permitting
Energy West Mining Company
P.O. Box 310
Huntington, Utah 84528

RE: Proposed Rilda Canyon Portal Facilities, PacifiCorp, Dear Creek Mine, CO 15/018
Emery County, Utah

Dear Mr. Semborski

After a site visit the Natural Resources Conservation Service has determined that there are
no prime farmlands in the site area because the soils contain more than 10 percent surface
rock fragments or the percent slope x K (erodibility factor) exceedes 2 . Also this area is
above all existing irrigation systems .

If you need any further assistance please let us know.

Leland Sasser NRCS Soil Scientist

Cc: Michael J. Domeier NRCS State Soil Scientist
Percila Burton Utah DOGM
file

A team dedicated to leadership in conservation

An equal opportunity employer and provider
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October 12, 2004

Mr. Dean Stacy
Soil Scientist
United States Department of Agriculture
Soil Conservation Service
Price Service Center
350N400E
Price, Ut 84501-2571

RE: Proposed Rilda Canyon Portal Facilities, PacifiCorp, Deer Creek Mine, C015/018,
Emery County, Utah

Dear Mr. Stacy

As discussed with Dennis Oakley, the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM)has requested
additional information regarding PacifiCorp's Proposed Rilda Canyon Facilities for the Deer
Creek Mine located in Emery County ; 1) Prime Farmland Determination within the permit area,
and 2) Productivity of the Land Before Mining for the proposed disturbed area within the
Proposed Rilda Canyon Portal Facility .

1)

	

Prime Farm Determination The Rilda Canyon facilities includes portions of Sections 28
and 29, T16S, R7E, SLB&M. Previous Prime Farmland Determinations conducted by
the MRCS covered a majority of the area related to the Deer Creek Mine pent area except
for two small parcels of land (approximately 160 acres) in Section 28, TI6S, R7E,
SLB&M (see attached map and previous determinations) .

Statement of Condition, Capability and Productivity As required by DOGM regulations :
R645-301-321 .200 "The productivity of the land before mining within the proposed
permit area for SURFACE COAL MINING AND RECLAMATION ACTIVITIES and
areas affected by surface operations incident to an underground mine for
UNDERGROUND COAL MINING AND RECLAMATION ACTIVITIES, expressed as
average yield of food, fiber, forage, or wood products from such lands obtained under
high levels of management. The productivity will be determined by yield data or
estimates for similar sites based on current data from the U. S . Department of
Agriculture, state agricultural universities, or appropriate state natural resource or
agricultural agencies" .

OCT 19 2004


