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Entry would
shorten travel for
Emery miners

By Donna Kemp Spangler -
' Coal miners in Emery County
are facing a 12-mile commute.

work. .

In the canyons above Hun-
tington, the coal-mining tunnels
that worm their way into the
rich - coal . * deposits
expanded to'the point that the

ers find v themselves riding as

'nobody 1s :
cumulatlve  impa
- Wright said
fied team of sc
duct the -
analysis.
Constructing
having to dive
Rilda: Creek

vmvertebrates, "
fish-eat, at the

) - Mill Fork, allowing
the-company to access the coal
froxﬁadjﬂ‘erent direction. -

- “It’s’ an-oppertunity for the
) construct an access
- 16 “better reach active
i reas,” Eskelsen said.

The ‘development of the Mill
Fork lea e .is essential to keep- < i
ing the power plant running.”

But, environmentalists .are

Wary ‘of the project, which is in-

;‘the early stages of envu'onmen~ .

- "“The. hlstorlcal evidence is
{ t%% 1éad agencies,

bjective about it,”
tephanie Tidwell, execu-.
ireetor of Utah Environ-
‘,ngress “We're begin-
nmg “to“see’in the Rocky
Mountaln West an explosion of

éh adrmmstratlon, and

BLMs Utah Offic
various - alternative

And that’s after they "get to

have -

tunneled area is now about the -
“'size of Salt Lake City.-And min-

stan their work day. N
So Energy West, a subsidiary
of PacifiCorp and operator of
Deer Creek Mme, . wants yto
build a portal in nearby Ril
Canyon that would provide
entry to shorten the ‘commute

inside the mine. .

“This would help reduce the
travel underground,” said Mary
"Arin anht associate’ director:
of mining for the Utah Dms1
of Oil, Gas;. and . Mini

om there, wtmkgrs would
underground by small
esel trucks to, load the coal
to a conveyer;that takes it to

e other end afthe Deer Creek

A already are
g $ip] honed off as drinking
7 for people hvmg in -
iy County. Hlstonc mines
the “-canyon . have been
claimed.  And,the -area- is
entified in the Manti La-Sal’s
rést plan .as appropriate for
ineral development, . Kohler
said: “A lot of land has previ:
ously been disturbed.”
. Eskelsen agreed. He said
at.40 percent of the lands that. -
“be: unpacted have .
ady: been dls’curbe?1 by’ pre- -

feel comfortable with
analyzmg the impacts.”




