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"The deserves available in

'the Deer Creek' mining lease
are - approac an end,"
Eskelseh said: The: company
acquired additional coal leases
in .nearby Mill Fork allowing
the eonpang to access the coal
from` a different direction.
anyopportunity for the

company to-construct an access
portal to better reach active
mining ,,areas," Eskelsen said.
`'The development of the Mill
Fork lease is'essential to keep-
ing power plant running."

But . . . environmentalists : are
i~ ary of theproJect, which is in

"the early stages, of environmen-
tal analysis .

`The -historical evidence is
that these two lead agencies,
OSM and UDOGM, are so
closely tied- to :the- oil and gas
industry it's 'impossible for
them to be ;objective about
said Stephanie '-Tidwell, execu-
tive director of Utah Enviroti-
mental Congress. "We're begin-
mnihg to see in, the Rocky
Mountain West an, explosion of
oil gas, and, mining, a push by
the Bush administration, and

Entry would .
shorten travel ' .for
Emery miners

By Donna KempSper'
[)eseret Morning News .

Coal miners in Emery County
are facing a 12-mile commute .
And that's after they get, to
work

In the canyons above Hun-
tington, the coal-mining tunnels
that worm their way into the
rich coal deposits have
expanded to'.the .point that the
tunneled, area is ."now about the
size of Salt Lake City. And min-

', ers find ' themselves riding as

far as 12 . miles `underground to ,
start their work day.

So Energy West, a subsidiary
of PacifiCorp and operator of
Deer Creek Mine, wants to;
build a portal in nearby Rill.
Canyon that would provide an
entry to shorten the "commute
inside' the mine.'
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"This would help reduce the

travel underground," said Mary,
Ann Wright, associate director'
of mining for the Utah Division
of Oil, Gas,", . And Mining: .
(UDOGM), the agency oversee
ing the prea~ lelegated by
the Irate o 5 - € epartment'sOffice of-Surface.ing(:
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the
invertebrates,"-tiny --bfish eat, at the headw
the creek The facility:
impact the nesting cycles= of the
raptors that . occupy- the'agca,
an issue that W ' 'said
should be examined .

The project' is a multi geiicy
effort that includes the For_ ost-
Service because th
is located withii th
Sal National F
Bureau of Land Mania
controls' the mines `
federal lands.
Yet Tidwell fears the

tilts most intimately fatni
with endangered species
other wildlife_ at the Utah Divi
sion of Wildlife es
would be left out o l e,

regulators say;
plans to bring,,,, the
consultants:.
"Their expe

brought to the :table,' sai ird
Kohler, minerals chit'f"fdr"the
BLM's Utah Office : ere are
various alternatives l ehtrig :
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"We'U hax~ a restoration
plan that ; wi e agreed to
before we to this,"~he'said .

en we are finished 'there
e company; will have com

pletely restored the; area :
Tidwell lsn't-epnviriced . ,,

rlmtting -
e,,a f environ-
s ;:nn obvious

e('said. ,
elieve `they

M000 and - we
don't feel comfortable with
them analyzing the impacts ."
E4NAIL done desnews,com
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coked at as part of theenvironmental
process."-

Wright agreed
The springs that . flow into

Rilda Canyon already are
being siphoned off ; as drinking
water= for peoplep iroin in
Emery County. Historic mines

the canyon have been -
reciaimed And, ; thee area is
identified in` the Manti La-Sal's
forest plan as appropriate for
mineral development, . Kohler
said. "A lot of land has -previ-
ously been disturbed ."

Eskelsen Agreed . He said
that 40 percent of the lands' that
would be impacted have
-already been disturbed by pre'
vious mining. After the coin-

The po , y for
m%zie entz e, st of
a 10-acre noncrete Allow
for parking and a shoe facil=
'ity for the 225 miners working

ent shifts throughout the
om there, workers .would

've undergroun ~ , small
.'diesel trucks to. lo the coal
onto a conveyer; that takes it to
be other. end at--the 'Deer Creek
portal There, ii is loaded onto
trucks ariW` ent primarily to
PacifiCorp's :Huntingtgri Power
Plant:
Comp icials say the

portal -is., sary, not only for
worker, 1614, but in order ;to
extend fi'h of-the mine for
another The mine pro-
duck
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