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to: WaYnc Hedberg - UT'DOGM

far #: (801) 359-3940

rG: n*ne plan Deterrninarion - pacificorp, Deer creek Mine, Amcndmeflt to Dcer creetr<

Minc'Permit Volume I I

drte: November 2,2005

pagss: 3 (thrce) including this covor shcet'

Mr. Hedberg:

Fouowingthis covershcst, is osM's Novembor In 2005 determination forthe above subject'

lf you nepd anyhing rnore, or have 'ny guestions, plcase contact mc by any of the methods listed

at the lower right of this cover'
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DN. OF OIL, GAS & MINING

From ho dcak of...

Carl R. Johncton
Natural Fasource SPooiallst
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P.o, F0r46667
DonYar, CO 80201'6657
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r.lr-0016
November l, 2005

Utah Division of Oil, Gas, & Mining
Coal Regrrlatory Program
1594 West North Tomple, Suite 1210
P.O. Box 145801
Salt Lakc City, Utah 84114-5801

RE: pacifiCorp - *'Deer Creek" Mine - Application for a Permit Revision, Amendment to

Deer Crcck Mine Permit Volumc 11

Dcar Sir or Madam:

This is in response to the Urah Division of Oil, Gas, & Mning's (UT-DOGM) Oct''ober 28, 2005'

request for a decision, undsr 30 CFR 944.30, 'whether the above subject pcrmit rcvision

constitutes a mining plan modification.

Mining pl.an approvals by the Sccrctary of the .tnterior are required undcr the Minera'l I'easing

Act of 1g20, 30 U.s.C- 181, et seq. before coal mining can occrrr on Federal lands. This letter

seryes to documcnt OSM's detcrmination whethu or not a mining plan approval from the

Secremry is rcqui.red for the above pcrmitting action.

osM's review of thc Application for a Pormit Revision, Amendment to Dcer creek Mne Permit

Volume I l, has dctcrmined that it proposes to create a sccond 30 foot by 40 foot air intakc breah

out in Rilda Canyon in orrler to aUiviate ventilation problems at thc Deer Creck ndne' Ulstt State

pennit C/0f5/018.

Bascd on a revicw of t6e activides associatgd with the pemit ravision, osM has determiued that

thc proposal does not meet the requirements of 30 CFR 746.1s(d). Therefore, thc proposcd

per.nrit revision does not constitute a mining plar action requiring Secretiuial approval'

osM's decision was based solely upotr the Fcderal regulations under 30 cFR PART 746 and rrot

the technical aspects of the revision application itself. Conseguenrly, oSM's desision does not

relieve UT-DoGM from coorclinatio; ihu reviow and approval of the Application for a Permit

Revision, pqrmj.t Renewal, with'othciFederal agcncies for compliancc with other Fcdcral

ragulations,

osM diit not fansmined thc o*ober 28, 2005, request to the Burcau of Ianrl Management and

thc U.S. Foresr Seryice for their review and commiut" since the pcrmit revision was discussed

with these agencies in telecorrferences of August 22, 2005, and October29,2005'
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Please notify the applicant of our dccision on this marrcr.

Should you have any gus$tions.rcgarding'this lener or apprcval, please contac't Carl R. fohnston,
Utah Federal l-arrds coordinator, at (303) B44.L4oo, exrension 1500.

Support Division

cc: BLM - Urah Stare Office
BLM - Price Field Office
USFS - Manti-Ia Sal NF
Denver Field Division

Sincerely,

flf-
Peter Rutledge
Chief, hograrn
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