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June 9, 2006
Utah Coal Program
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210
P.O. Box 145801
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801
Subject: Deer Creek Mine Permit Volume 11 - North Rilda Canyon Portal Facilities,
Update of Mitigation Commitments , PacifiCorp, Deer Creek Mine,
C/015/0018, Emery County, Utah
PacifiCorp, by and through its wholly-owned subsidiary, Energy West Mining Company
(“Energy West”) as mine operator, hereby submits an update of the mitigation commitments
related to the North Rilda Canyon Portal Facilities. During discussions with Division, Energy
West expressed concern with the time periods to complete the commitments as specified in
Volume 11 Biology Section Table 5. Several of the mitigation alternatives require cooperation
of governmental agencies beyond control of Energy West. Based on the meeting, the Division
requested that Energy West submit an update to inform the Division of the progress to date.
Attached is a copy of table 5 including a column entitled “Status as of June 1, 2006". Energy
West will continue trying to fulfill the mitigation commitments outlined in Table 5 and would
appreciate the Division’s assistance to achieve this goal.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding this document, please contact myself at (435)
687-4720 or Dennis Oakley at (435) 687-4825.
Sincerely,
LY
Charles A. Semborski
Manager Geology/Permitting
Enclosure: ~ Wildlife Mitigation Table
Cc: Doug Johnson (EWMC, w/o encl.) REC EIVED
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Wildlife Mitigation Commitments:

Big Game
Species

Leroy Mine
Area; Buried
Coal Removal
and Landscape
Enhancement

Leroy Coal Mine operated during
the 1940's through the 1950's.
Development included a narrow
access road, two portals and coal
storage and haulage area.
Soil/geotechnical surveys
delineated an area containing
approximately 4,000 tons of
buried coal. In addition, these
surveys also documented that the
depth of soil was limited in this
area and ultimately affected the
success and diversity of the
revegatation. PacifiCorp proposes
as part of the development of
Rilda Canyon to remove the
buried coal within the proposed
disturbed area. During final
reclamation, PacifiCorp commits
to reclaiming this area to the
same standards as areas
previously not disturbed,
including committing the
revegetation standards to non-
disturbed reference areas.

To achieve reclamation
of the Leroy Mine
buried coal area with
vegetation success
similar to the non-
disturbed reference
area.

Project will
initiated and be
completed during
the development
of the facilities,
approximately
two years.

Certified as-
built drawings
after the
construction of
the Rilda
Canyon
facilities.

Completed access road|
and portal area on
May 30. Work is
continuing below the
portal area to remove
coal and coal waste
from the site




Big Game
Species

Abandoned
Mine Areas
Outside of the
Proposed
Disturbance

Cooperate with Abandon Mine
Lands (AML), United States
Forest Service (USFS) to reclaim
and enhance the Leroy Mine
access road and portal site,
including access road, buried
coal, historic coal spills and
portal highwalls.

DOGM, USFS

To achieve reclamation
success of the Leroy
Mine disturbed area
outside the proposed
Rilda Canyon facilities
boundaries with
vegetation success
similar to the non-
disturbed reference
area. PacifiCorp will
utilize available soil
resources to backfill the
portal bench and access
road. The entire area
will be recontoured to
approximate original
contour to the extent
possible. After
completion of the
backfill and grading
process, the entire area
will be pocked and
seeded as outlined in
the Biology and
Engineering Sections
for areas within the
proposed disturbed
area.

Project will be
initiated and
completed during
the development
of the facilities,
approximately
two years.

Upon
completion of
the project,
PacifiCorp will
develop a report
documenting
the restoration
project.

Completed access road|
and portal area on
May 30. Work is
continuing below the
portal area to remove
coal and coal waste
from the site




Big Game
Species

Small
Game
Species

Migratory
Birds

Meetinghouse
Canyon (Elk
Springs Area)
Wildlife
Enhancement/
Aspen
Regeneration

Cooperate with the Utah Division
of Wildlife Resources (UDWR)
in a select timber harvest and
aspen regeneration of 200 acres
of private land holding on East
Mountain located in portions of
Sections 4,5,6,8,9 T17S R7E.

UDWR

DOGM and the
USFS will be
notified of the
date of
implementation
and progress of
the project.

PacifiCorp will a
conduct timber harvest
program to remove
beetle infested timber,
reduce conifer
encroachment, reclaim
old access roads and
cabin sites, improve
drainage crossings and
re-develop/improve
spring areas. During
the timber harvesting
program, PacifiCorp
will utilize
technologies/equipment
to reduce associated
impacts. All
roads/access will be
reclaimed upon
completion of the
project. Aspen
regeneration will be a
natural process,
supplemental planting
is not anticiapated.

Upon issuance of
the Rilda Canyon
permit,
PacifiCorp will
initiate and
complete the
project within two
year period

DOGM annual
reports

Met with Emery
County to discuss
conditional permit
application.




Big Game
Species

Small
Game
Species

Migratory
Birds

o
Habitat
Protection on

East Mountain
Private Land

"PacifiCorp owns and controls
approximately 4,440 acres of
private lands on East Mountain
within the Manti-LaSal National
Forest boundary in Emery
County, Utah. These private fee
lands are located amongst federal
lands and have unrestricted open
range access to the southern and
eastern portions of East Mountain
together with open range on 440
acres of fee lands in the northern
area in Rilda Canyon. PacifiCorp
manages these private lands for
multiple use and has no plans for
development which would impair
wildlife habitat, seasonal
livestock grazing or recreation.”

NA

Maintain ownership
and control of East
Mountain properties
throughout the life of
the Rilda Canyon
facilities. These lands
will be managed for
multiple use. Use
which would impair
wildlife habitat, such as
seasonal livestock
grazing or recreation
will be limited.

NA

NA

NA




Raptor
Species

Historic
Raptor
Database
Development
and
Evaluation

Develop comprehensive raptor
database utilizing data from over
the past twenty-five years related
to energy development and
conduct statistical analysis
comparing annual trends verus
potential impact factors

DWR, DOGM

PacifiCorp will provide
funding to the DWR to
develop and analyze
raptor data collected
during the past twenty-
five years. Funding by
PacifiCorp will be
provided to compensate
graduate level student
(or person[s] with
equivalent experience
and background)
stipend for a two year
period. DWR will
administer the funding
and direct the program
to meet the objectives.

Upon issuance of
the Rilda Canyon
permit,
PacifiCorp
provide funding
to DWR initiate
and complete the
project within two
year period
(project
completion
dependent upon
DWR).

DWR will issue
status and final
report

Energy West sent an
email to DWR (April
3, 2006) requesting
vision/direction to
address the
commitment. No
response received
from DWR.




Raptor
Species

Company
News Letter

Periodically include in the
company newsletter awareness of
highway deer kill and the impacts
to raptors.

NA

Increase awareness of
the potential impacts
associated with traffic
and raptors. PacifiCorp
will periodically make
available to employees
special newsletters
outlining the potential
impacts of raptor
mortality and
corrective measures to
reduce these impacts.
Coordinate with Emery
County Road
Department to install
warning signs along
Emery County road
#306.

Upon issuance of
the Rilda Canyon
permit,
PacifiCorp will
initiate the
educational
newsletters to
mine employees
and contact
Emery County

Road Department.

NA

General awareness
training completed.
Discussed potential
impacts to raptors with
construction crews.
Installation of signs
will be included
during the road
reconstruction project
scheduled for 2007.




Riparian
Habitat

Big/Small
Game
Species

Migratory
Birds

Aquatic
Habitat

A

Rilda Creek
Riparian
Habitat
Restoration

Rehabilitate the perennial portion
of Rilda Creek, from Rilda
Canyon Springs to the mouth of
the canyon. Coordinate with
government agencies and private
property land owners to facilitate
the project. Project would
involve approximately two miles
of stream corridor.

DWR, USFS,
DOGM and
Private Land
Owners:

CW Mining
Intermountain
Power
PacifiCorp

Conduct a stream
restoration project of
Rilda Canyon Creek
throughout the
perennial reach
(approximately two
miles). Project goals
and objectives will
follow the established
guidelines developed
by the Federal
Interagency Stream
Restoration Working
Group (for a complete
guide refer to

http://www.usds.gov/st
ream _restoration).

Stream restoration will
involve an systematic
approach: identify the
problems and
opportunities, develop
project goals and
objectives, select and
design restoration
alternatives, implement
selected designs,
monitor results and
modify designs if
necessary.

Upon issuance of
the Rilda Canyon
permit,
PacifiCorp will
coordinate initial
meeting with
governmental
agencies and
private land
owners within
180 days.
PacifiCorp will
provide funding
to DWR to
initiate and
complete the
project within a
two year period
(project
completion
dependent upon
DWR).

DOGM Annual
Reports

Energy West discussed|
preliminary project
goals with DWR. Site
meeting to review the
perennial portion of
Rilda Creek scheduled
for the 3™ week of
July.




General

Mitigation
Database
Development

Cooperate with regulatory
agencies including USFWS,
USFS DWR, and the DOGM to
develop a comprehensive
database to track mitigation
commitments and success in the
Huntington Canyon Drainage.

USFWS, USFS,
DWR, and
DOGM

At the request of the
USFWS, PacifiCorp
will provide a
monetary contribution
to the sum of $5,000
dollars to USFWS or
the Utah Natural
Heritage Program to
develop a database to
track mitigation
projects in Huntington
Canyon Drainage.

Upon issuance of
the Rilda Canyon
permit,
PacifiCorp will
provide funding
to USFWS to
initiate and
complete the
project (project
completion
dependant upon
USFWS).

NA

Energy West sent an
email to USFWS
(April 3, 2006)
requesting an address
and contract to send
the monetary
commitment of
$5,000. USFWS
representative Diana
Whittington indicated
that it is difficult for
their agency to receive
monetary funds and
that she would
coordinate with
DOGM to satisfy this
commitment.




General

Noxious weed
program

PacifiCorp will monitor Rilda
and Mill Fork Canyons annually
for noxious weeds.
Manually/chemically treating
methods will be used to control
noxious weeds.

Control noxious weeds
in Rilda and Mill Fork
canyons. PacifiCorp
will use manual
methods and if
necssary institute
chemical treatment
program to eradicated
noxious weeds. If
chemical treatment is
necessary, PacifiCorp
will follow a
DOGM/USFS
approved application
plan and apply for
necessary permits and
approvals from the
USFS.

DOGM Annual
Reports

Field patrols scheduled
for July 2006.






