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Aoq.... Assistance
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-Operations.' 
(lnterim Progrdm Permit)

Coal mining completed and reclamation activities initiated.
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reclamation in orooress or not vet comniencbd.

AB2..Partiallv Reclaimed Forfeiture:'Forfeited site where all bonds have been
used to reclaim site, but site not reclaimed to Program standards.

AB3..Reclaimed Forfeiturb: Forfeited site that has beeh reclaimed to Program standards
NA...Not Applicable: When site is unpermitted.
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AP.. Aclive CoalProducino: Coalsurface minina P1...Phase lRblease: At least Phase lbond release reclamation completed.
ac{ivities are occunin-o qranted for entire Dermitted area. For interim Fo..Abandoned Site: Abandoned site that

AN.. Ac{ive Non-Producing: Active non-producing Fermits. partial bohd release. is permitted but there is no bond.'"' 
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mining activity, dnd site not iegraded. the RA has released all bond. required permits from the RA.

Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act (SBREFA)
Your Comments Are Important

The Small Business and Agriculture Regulatory Enforcement Ombudsman and l0 Regional Faimess Boards were established to receive commonts from
small businesscs about Federal agency enforcement actions. The Ombudsman will annually evaluatc the enforcement activities and r493gg!3ggggy!-
responsiveness to small business. Ifyou are a small business (a business with 500 or fewer employees including those ofafiiliates) | paee I of
and wish to comment on the onforcement or comDliance activities ofOSM, call 1-888-REG-FAIR (l-888-734-3247\, I Rei;dD*obc-4Jpls
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May 15,2007

Energy West Mining Co. (EWM)
P.O.  Box 310
Huntington, UT 84528

Deer Creek Mine, 9th East Breakouts
Phase I bond release inspection
May 7 ,2007

Participants:
Angela Wadman, Bureau of Land Management
Tom Lloyd, U.S. Forest Service
Jim Smith & Wayne Western, Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (OGM)
Dennis Oakley & Guy Davis, EWM
Henry Austin, Office of Surface Mining (OSM)

I participated in a Phase I bond release inspection of the Deer Creek Mine, 9th East Portals,
located in the Right Fork of Grimes Wash north and east of the Cottonwood Mine facility. We
began the inspection at the EWM offrces in Huntington, where Mr. Western and Mr. Davis
briefed us on the reclamation history of the portals, Mr. Western explained the Phased bond
release process, and we reviewed photos of the reclaimed area. The bond release application does
not seek any reduction of the bond amount applicable to these portals. Mr. Western provided
OSM with a portion of the bond release application prior to the inspection.

Ground conditions were dry throughout the areas inspected and there were no signs of recent
surface water runoff. We walked to the reclaimed portal areas and made general observations.
Two pre-law wagon mine portals which were not used post SMCRA, ffid 3 pre-law ventilation
portals that were used post SMCRA were reclaimed in this area. The 3 post SMCRA portals
were permanently sealed in 1990 (double block seals), and final reclamation backfilling was
completed on all 5 portals in 1999 according to MSHA requirements (backfill ed 25 feet in from
the surface). Reclamation was completed in accordance with the approved mine plan.

All the backfilling observed was stable, and was well blended into adjacent undisturbed areas.
Vegetation established on the reclaimed areas appears more diverse and robust than surrounding
undisturbed areas. Surface water runoff does not appear to be a problem here due to surface
roughness and vegetative cover. This area was approved as an alternative sediment control area
prior to final reclamation. After the inspection, I discussed surface water runoff modeling of the
proposed release areawith Mr. Smith and Mr. Western. This concluded the inspection.

Please address any questions concerning this inspection report to Henry Austin, Senior
Reclamation Specialist, at haustin@,osmre.gov or to (303) 844-1400 x1466.


