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Denver Field Branch  
Bond Release Evaluation Report 

 
Permittee:                    PacifiCorp 
Site:    Deer Creek Mine / Rilda Canyon Left Fork Facilities 
Permit No:   C/015/0018 
Date of Inspection:   November 27, 2018 
Inspection Type:  Phase III bond release 
Weather:              Overcast and cool with snow-covered ground conditions  
Operator Representative(s):  Ken Fleck and Chuck Semborski  
County Officials(s): Ray Petersen  
State Official(s): Priscilla Burton, Steve Christensen, Dana Dean, Justin Eatchel, 

Daron Haddock, and Keenan Storrar (Division of Oil, Gas and 
Mining). TJ Cook, Division of Wildlife Resources 

BLM Official(s):  Rebecca Anderson and Andrea Johnson 
USFS Official(s):  Jeff Salow 
OSMRE Official(s):      Tom Medlin (#562)  
 
Background 
This was a Phase III / termination of jurisdiction bond release inspection at the 2.33 acre Deer 
Creek Mine, Rilda Canyon Left Fork Facilities area in Emery County, Utah. PacifiCorp, in 
coordination with the landowner, US Forest Service (USFS) has proposed a post-mining land use 
change from wildlife habitat to debris catchment basin in response to the Trail Mountain Fire of 
June, 2018. The Trail Mountain Fire began as a prescribed burn initiated by the USFS; the fire 
escaped containment and engulfed Rilda Canyon as reclamation activities contracted by 
PacifiCorp were taking place. Unmitigated debris flows caused by the denuded landscape would 
threaten North Emery Water Users Special Service District municipal water supplies in Rilda 
Canyon. The USFS has agreed to assume all responsibility for the 2.33 acre Left Fork Facilities 
area and access road within the Deer Creek Mine permit. The USFS has constructed and will 
maintain a debris catchment basin designed to protect the North Emery Water Users Special 
Service District supplies from debris flow impacts. The Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining 
(DOGM) found PacifiCorp’s bond release application administratively complete on November 6, 
2018.  
 
The parcel proposed for release lies within NE¼ SW¼ and NW¼ SE¼ Section 29, Township 
16S, Range 7E, Great Salt Lake Base and Meridian. 
 
Notification of the proposed bond release was posted in the ETV News Progress for four 
consecutive weeks beginning November 14 and ending December 5, 2018. PacifiCorp currently 
posts a surety bond in the amount of $3,374,000 which covers the entire Deer Creek Mine 
including the Rilda Canyon Left Fork Facilities area. With this application, PacifiCorp requests 
reclamation liability release for the Rilda Canyon Left Fork Facilities area only, and no reduction 
in the bond amount. 
 
Utah outlines the requirements for Phase III bond release at R645-301-880.330. For Phase III 
bond release, the operator “has completed successfully all surface coal mining and reclamation 
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operations.”  
 
Findings and observations 
On November 27, 2018 the evaluation Team met at the PacifiCorp office in Huntington to 
discuss the history of the site, the Trail Mountain Fire’s impacts to the canyon, and post-mining 
land use change. Following this, the Team proceeded to the Rilda Canyon Left Fork Facilities 
area to evaluate the debris catchment basin constructed in July, 2018.  
 
Though the site was covered in about eight inches of snow, the extent of the debris basin was 
discernible. See Figures 1 - 3. Space available for construction of the debris basin was limited by 
the narrow confines of the canyon, but the structure appeared robust in its construction and 
dimensions. Nevertheless, it is likely the catchment basin will require frequent maintenance and 
sediment removal by the USFS to continue to protect the North Emery Water Users Special 
Service District. The frequency and intensity of precipitation events in the coming years will be 
determinative of the rate at which the watershed stabilizes and sediment deposition decreases. 
The Team noted the basin had been partially cleaned out at least once since its construction in 
July. 
 
Conclusion and recommendations 
In light of the threat posed to the North Emery Water Users Special Service District, the post-
mining land use change to debris catchment basin is appropriate and necessary. In accordance 
with R645-301-413.120, the debris catchment basin constructed within the Rilda Canyon Left 
Fork Facilities disturbed area supports a higher or better post-mining land use than wildlife 
habitat. DOGM should terminate jurisdiction over the 2.33 acre parcel evaluated this day, 
releasing PacifiCorp from its reclamation liability and facilitating the USFS’s future 
management responsibilities and objectives as landowner. 
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Figure 1. Team members evaluating the debris catchment basin. 
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Figure 2. Debris catchment basin, looking down-canyon. 
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Figure 3. Team members evaluating the debris catchment basin. 
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