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Fwd: [EXTERNAL] RE: [INTERNET] Cottonwood Wilberg Inspection Report

Steve Christensen <stevechristensen@utah.gov> Mon, May 6, 2019 at 12:44 PM

To: OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>
fyi- Deer Creek- Rilda Canyon Reclamation e-mail

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Long, Alexis <along1@osmre.gov>

Date: Mon, May 6, 2019 at 10:44 AM

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] RE: [INTERNET] Cottonwood Wilberg Inspection Report

To: Oakley, Dennis <Dennis.Oakley@pacificorp.com>

Cc: Belka, Christine <cbelka@osmre.gov>, Steve Christensen <STEVECHRISTENSEN@utah.gov>, Keenan Storrar
<kstorrar@utah.gov>

Hi Dennis,

We do have a status update; however, I must caution that we still need the County's final plans before we can provide our
final thoughts.

We completed our research and spoke with Steve Christensen last Thursday afternoon. In brief, DFB determined that a
post mining land use change is likely unnecessary for this situation. At this time, we believe the more appropriate
approach from a regulatory standpoint would instead be to change the reclamation plan to account for the rip
rap/permanent features built by the County’s engineering company. Once the Forest Service revises its special use
permit, or provides whatever necessary authority under their legal framework to govern the County's project, and
PacifiCorp revises its reclamation plan, the County can implement its plan and we can proceed to bond release after the
reclamation plan has been completely implemented in that area. Again, this is based on the assumption that the
engineering company's final plans are consistent with what we all discussed while we were out there a few weeks ago and
vegetation will not be required under the revised reclamation plan to stabilize the disturbed area.

If you have additional questions, you may want to direct them to Steve. Once we receive a copy of the final plans, we'll be
ready to proceed on our end.

Thanks,
Alexis

On Fri, May 3, 2019 at 7:51 AM Oakley, Dennis <Dennis.Oakley@pacificorp.com> wrote:
Christine,

Thank you for the positive inspection report. We look forward to DOGM’s report and finalizing the Phase | Bond
Release process for the Cottonwood/Wilberg mine complex in the weeks to come.

Is there any insight on the third party interference issue that OSM can share at this time?

Best Regards,

Dennis Oakley

Senior Mine Engineer

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AH1rexTKeiEgt2q_6s1v2Egj71WwEQJIwJbINDSPWMXVFP408ieYe/u/0?ik=b2057f09bc&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid...
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W INTERWEST
MINING COMPANY

A SUBSIDIARY OF PACIFICORP

Huntington Office:

15 North Main Street | P.O. Box 310 | Huntington, Utah 84528

Phone: 435.687.4825 | Mobile: 435.650.9233 | Fax: 435.687.2695

dennis.oakley@pacificorp.com

From: Belka, Christine [mailto:cbelka@osmre.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 3:37 PM

To: Steve Christensen <STEVECHRISTENSEN@utah.gov>; Keenan Storrar <kstorrar@utah.gov>; Oakley,
Dennis <Dennis.Oakley@pacificorp.com>

Cc: Long, Alexis <along1@osmre.gov>

Subject: [INTERNET] Cottonwood Wilberg Inspection Report

** STOP. THINK. External Email **

Hi All,

My report from our April 17 inspection is attached. Please let me know if you have any questions. It was great to see
you all and to see that reclamation plan implemented in real life!

Thank you,

Christine Belka

Senior Regulatory Program Specialist
USDOI Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation and Enforcement
Denver Field Division

1999 Broadway, Suite 3320

Denver, Colorado 80202

Office: (303)293-5020

Fax: (303) 293-5017

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AH1rexTKeiEgt2q_6s1v2Egj71wEQJIwJbINDSPWMXVFP408ieYe/u/0?ik=b2057f09bc&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid... 2/3
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Alexis K. Long, Esq.

Environmental Protection Specialist
U.S. Dept. of the Interior

Office of Surface Mining

1999 Broadway, Suite 3320

Denver, CO 80202-3050

(303) 293-5039

Steve Christensen

Utah Division of Qil, Gas and Mining
1594 W North Temple, Suite 1210
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116

(801) 538-5350
stevechristensen@utah.gov

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AH1rexTKeiEgt2q_6s1v2Egj71wEQJIwJbINDSPWMXVFP408ieYe/u/0?ik=b2057f09bc&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid... 3/3



