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Fwd: RESPONSE REQUESTED - Emery County Project Update/Deer Creek Mine
Reclamation Obligations

OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>

Steve Christensen <stevechristensen@utah.gov> Mon, Jul 1, 2019 at 12:57 PM

To: OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>
fyi- Deer Creek/Rilda Canyon reclamation plan.

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Long, Alexis <along1@osmre.gov>

Date: Mon, Jul 1, 2019 at 12:44 PM

Subject: RESPONSE REQUESTED - Emery County Project Update/Deer Creek Mine Reclamation Obligations
To: <K.C.Savage@ut.usda.gov>

Cc: Steve Christensen <stevechristensen@utah.gov>, Howard Strand <hstrand@osmre.gov>

HiK.C,

I am following up and would like to request a status update on the Emery County watershed restoration plan
development.

This past April, I and another OSMRE colleague traveled out to Price, Utah to view and discuss reclamation of a small
area located within PacifiCorp's Deer Creek Mine permit area. Based on our prior conversations dating back to before

that on-site visit in April, it has been our understanding that a small portion of the County's project plans will overlap with

the Deer Creek permit area where PacifiCorp has reclamation obligations under Utah’s coal regulatory program.

It is our responsibility under the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA) to ensure the completion of
successful site reclamation according to a permittee's reclamation plan. At this time, however, the reclamation plan for
that particular area of the Deer Creek Mine must be modified to accommodate the County’s pending plan for stabilizing
the surrounding hill-slopes due to last year’s wildfires. OSMRE and the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining have been
persistently attempting to resolve the issue, but we need a copy of the County’s plans, or the portion thereof that will
impact the Deer Creek permit area, so we can take the necessary steps to comply with our legal framework. We
understand that time is of the essence and all involved parties must work together to mitigate potential environmental
damage caused by future rain events.

Any feedback or information you can provide with respect to (1) your agency's project timeline OR (2) the project details
impacting the Deer Creek area would be greatly appreciated.

Please feel free to give me a call if you'd like to discuss further.

Thank you and talk with you soon,

Alexis K. Long, Esq.

Environmental Protection Specialist
U.S. Dept. of the Interior

Office of Surface Mining

1999 Broadway, Suite 3320

Denver, CO 80202-3050

(303) 293-5039

Steve Christensen
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
1594 W North Temple, Suite 1210

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AH1rexTRmI4gFuzZiOGgQp79IPd4CUH]BMPDMb-73pke47TNC__6d/u/1?ik=b2057f09bc&view=pt&search=all&permms...
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Salt Lake City, Utah 84116
(801) 538-5350
stevechristensen@utah.gov

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AH1rexTRmI4gFuZiOGgQp791Pd4CUH]BMPDMb-73pke47TNC__6d/u/1?ik=b2057f09bc&view=pt&search=all&permms... 2/2



