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Re: Notice of Completion of Reclamation of Deer Creek Mine

OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>

Steve Christensen <stevechristensen@utah.gov> Wed, Nov 6, 2019 at 4:18 PM

To: "Fleck, Ken" <Kenneth.Fleck@pacificorp.com>
Cc: "OGMCOAL OGMCOAL (OGMCOAL@utah.gov)" <OGMCOAL@utah.gov>, "Semborski, Chuck"
<Charles.Semborski@pacificorp.com>, "Oakley, Dennis" <Dennis.Oakley@pacificorp.com>, "Child, Scott"

<Scott.Child@pacificorp.com>, Karl Houskeeper <karlhouskeeper@utah.gov>, Steve Demczak <stevedemczak@utah.gov>,

Dana Dean <danadean@utah.gov>
Good afternoon Ken,

We received your letter last week notifying us that the reclamation work at Deer Creek had been completed. Thanks for
doing that and congratulations on getting the work completed! | know how hard you all have been working to get that
done before the snow flies. As to the question of inspection frequency, | apologize for not getting back to you sooner. |
wanted to do some homework on the rules and how we've handled this in the past.

Unfortunately, we can't accommodate your request to scale back the inspection frequency from monthly to quarterly at
this time. The rules that speak to "inactive" sites are found in R645-400-136, -136.100 and 136.200. Basically there are
two scenarios for a mine site to be considered "inactive" and thus allow for a quarterly inspection frequency:

1) Sites that are in temporary cessation per R645-301-515.320, -515.321 or
2) Sites where Phase Il bond release has been achieved.

Obviously, the Phase Il bond release route is not an option as you just finished reclamation. That leaves the temporary
cessation option. The problem with that route is that the temporary cessation rules contemplate some future mining

and/or reclamation activity occurring at the site. In the case of Deer Creek, obviously no future mining will be taking place

and per your letter, the reclamation work has been done since November 1st. As such, the temporary cessation rule
doesn't really apply here. It's for these reasons that we've continued to do the monthly partials and one complete/quarter
inspections at Cottonwood/Wilberg. At this point in time, both sites are still considered "active" per the R645 rules.

I'm sorry. | know that's not what you wanted to hear. | would mention that in discussing this with others here at the
Division, the Phase Il bond release scenario to "inactive" status has been the path we've utilized at other mine sites
where final reclamation has been completed. As always, if you have questions or want to discuss this further, don't
hesitate to call me.

Regards,

Steve

On Fri, Nov 1, 2019 at 12:21 PM Fleck, Ken <Kenneth.Fleck@pacificorp.com> wrote:

See Attached Letter.

Ren

Kenneth S. Fleck

Geology and Environmental Affairs Manager

W INTERWEST
MINING COMPANY

A SUBSIDIARY OF PACIFICORP

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AH1rexTssPV57g9-XgeYPgxPQMZsHPYADNA9RYi-_n8fRckX2dmw/u/1?ik=b2057f09bc&view=pt&search=all&permms...

12



11/7/2019 State of Utah Mail - Re: Notice of Completion of Reclamation of Deer Creek Mine
PacifiCorp — Interwest Mining Company

Huntington Office
P.O. Box 310

15 North Main Street
Huntington, Utah 84528
(435) 687-4712

Steve Christensen, Coal Program Manager
Utah Division of Qil, Gas and Mining

1594 W North Temple, Suite 1210

Salt Lake City, Utah 84116

(801) 538-5350 w

(385) 290-9937 ¢
stevechristensen@utah.gov

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AH1rexTssPV57g9-XgeYPgxPQMZsHPYADNA9RYi-_n8fRckX2dmw/u/1?ik=b2057f09bc&view=pt&search=all&permms... 2/2



