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July 22,

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

In a telephone conversation with you yesterday you were informed
of a memorandum to this office outlining the position of the USGS _
with respect to private surface ownership overlying Federal coal

. leases, and of a solicitors opinion regarding the rights of the
holder of Federal coal lease U-040151. The property in which you
ard your associates hold ownership overlies Federal coal leases
SL~070645-U~-02292 and U-089923 for which the solici tor's opinion
may or may not apply specifically. The terms under which a lease
is issued may vary, but generally provide the leascholder with the
right to mine, subject to surface damages.

If we can be of. further éss.istance, blease call.

Sincerely yours,

Allen'i. Vance

Mining Engineer
cc: Denver
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