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Dear ¥r, Hyita:

The Buresw of Land Hansgement (BLM) has recefvec furtner iaformetion from Uteh
Power and Light Company {UPEL) by Tetter dated April i1, 1969, anmd by our
@seeting on April 12 comcerniag the aining assessment of the Lottonmaod tese at
the Lotiomsed sine. The additional informetion i3 in respunse to guestions
Lhe BLE bad on your origisal preposal to lesve the Cottonmood sesr unmines ang
revise the Blawatbs seam winisg plan. :

The information and studies thet were provided detatling the sxtest of the
heated coal and the assoctfated risks o the Cottonwosd sesm have been
analyzed, A BUH {aspector verified a @11} aole temperature readisg during
#n iaspection at East Rountein on July 20, 1988, Yeur interpratation and

servics Sivisioar

#e agree with your assesssent that the Cotiomeood $eak has characteristics
that seke the risk of spontensous cumbustion even higher than seme knswn hat
seams in the westera U.5, Tats risk §s compounced by the fact thet Tongwall
mining in Lotk sesms will result i air conduits through caved material and
wouid add to the risk of contaminating the whole sine shouid & Pire start in
the Lottemwood seam. Leaving tbls sesm imtact will ation the Hiawatha seas to
bs ealracted with the least swoust of intersess connections with the bigk
temperature zonas in the Cottomwood sess.

“e 3lse agree with the essessment that to sccess and wine enly two panels in
the Lottomwood seas 15 sot sconumicelly feasidle, TYrese econumtc and Tire-
petential risks are usacceptable and the B hereby considers the Cotlomwood
$edm unrecoverable o protect larger federal coal FRESIVES.




4

ln dropping the Cotteswood seem, changes te the Hiawaths seem resource
rocovery and protection plan (RIPZ) ere propesed., The rock tumeels from the
figwaths seem wouid be eliminated. The 11th East tongwall pamel in the
Alawatha sess would be lenpibened b tncluding the 11th Last Matns a3 &
s-ghtry besdgate Yor the pamel. The berrier block te tho south of the rock
Stovage rovms and rock Tunaels woeld 0o longer be needed ené the 12th East
Aains would bacume the headgate to the 15%h West lomgwsll pamel 5 the lower
saast. The 4,500,000 tons of recoverable ¢oal {original recowersble reserees
estimate) in the Lottomwood sems would be Yost to recovery. The recrientiag
of the wine workings s the Hiswathe sesm woule increase recovery of that seea
ﬁ? about i’! tons.

The vodifled #iawathe sean REPZ is approved, except for tbe barrier block left
between 1lth ané 133h West, Origimily, 8 3-entry “designated bleeder® system
was planned is this S00-feot barrier bleck. It is our understanding ihat the
dispesition for the barrier i5 contingent on faterpretations of MSHA regula-
tions to witich & verfame to the %ﬁ%ﬁatﬁﬁ tleeder requiresest uay be
granted, We, in gasmeral, oppese the l0ss of coal due o regulations that
promote 1ilile or #o fecreases in safely. lowever, this issue s Detwess
agencins and aot part of this spproval. Yeu ore required to subnit wiaing
pians Tor this bavrier Diock when the issue 15 settled. The rest of the
mining layoutl, 23 depicted on the Attachment B =map, will ssfely schieve

- makinun sconemic recovery. An approved copy of the mep is enclused,

ihe medification of the Hiawetha sesm RZPE wil) not chisage the aress whare
Toagwall mining wes plasned under the Castlegete escarpment. The south lease

} SEA T

awm study will aet change,

This action will bave wo alfert on the surfece envirorment that bes nol been
addressed and no envirossental snslysis i3 seeded,

it you nave soy questioss, plesse conteet Bremt Horthr
Stephen Falk 18 cur Price offics. -

sp of ay staff or

Stncerely yours,
78/ Kennath ¥, Riea

“hyg  District Henager

Englosure:

Agproved plen wimap

tC: AN, SRRA (4-087), w/attach.
%; gﬁﬁ% iﬁ*ﬁﬁh Wiiimha
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