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Date : August 5. 1996

Time:_11:45am to 1:30pm

Mine: Cottonwood/Wilberg

File Number: ACT/015/019, Folder #2

DOGM Staff: Steven Johnson, Robert Davidson, and Paul Baker
Other Attendees: Richard Northrop (Energy West

Purpose:
Provide advice ASCAs treated with silt fence which may be treated with vegetation, ont

Observations:
We reviewed the possibility of removing silt fences in the area of the Cottonwood/Wilberg leach

field and the waste rock site. The southern half of the leach field was highly vegetated with much
rabbit brush, although one large portion was predominantly covered with annual weeds. The
northern half of the leach field was sparsely covered, but we did not know the exact location of the
disturbed area. The waste rock road was highly vegetated and much of the silt fence was place
many feet from the disturbance. A few topsoil piles were rapped with silt fence, including one
area that looked like a topsoil pile but was not identified as such. The main topsoil pile within the
waste rock site was not bermed to prevent losses into the sediment pond. This, of course, is not a
sediment control issue, but it is an issue for the preservation of topsoil. Much of the silt fence
placed along the road and near the waste rock site is either on berm, high points, or in areas that
do not need treatment.

Recommendations/Conclusions:
Energy West may look at silt fence placement area by area. There are many places that will need

the artificial protection, while other area may not. Silt fences placed on berms and high ground,
and silt fences in areas of adequate vegetation may be removed by submitting an amendment to the
MRP. Energy West was advised to place a berm around the waste rock site’s main topsoil pile to
prevent loss of the resource.
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