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CCR....Citizen Complaint Referral (non site visit)

CC...... Citizen Complaint (initial site visit)
CCF . .Citizen Complaint Follow-up

Permit Type - ltem 10 lP = Interim Program, PP = Permanent Program , NP = No Permit

Purpose Type Godes ltem 12

Orc(....Oversight
Ap<.... Assistance

RFx. . Reclamation Fees
F>o<..... Federal Actions

Joint Inspection - ltem 13 A joint inspection is when a state inspector accompanies an OSM inspector any time during the review of the mine site.
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Mine Site Evaluation State Program
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Permittee/
Person PACIFICORP uT-0r5-019



Utah Permit ID # C-015-0019
August 31, 2010 9:00 - l:45
Weather conditions: clear, sunny, warm, dry

Participants:
Pete Hess, Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM)
Daron Haddock, DOGM
Jim Smith, DOGM
Ingnd Campbell, DOGM
Ken Fleck, EnergyWest Mining (EWM)
Dennis Oakley, (EWM)
Guy Davis, EWM
Paul Taylor, Latter Day Saints Church (LDSC)
Kyle Kingsbury, LDSC
Joe DiBennedetto, US Forest Service - Manti-LaSal
Sue Wiler, Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
Vaughn Huges, BLM - Price
Russ Leclare, Environmental Protection Agency - Denver
Christy Hulsman, Office of Surface Mining - Denver (OSM)
Christine Belka, OSM (OSM Badge ID #182)

This was a phase II & m bond release inspection of two parcels of land at the Cottonwood /
Wilberg mine. Liability release is sought on the Miller Canyon Portals (approximately 0.02 ac)

and liability / bond release is sought for the Cottonwood / Wilberg Fan Portal Area
(approximately 7 .46 ac). While the surface was disturbed at the fan portal area,the portals were

never actually established. This bond release is being processed by DOGM under Task ID
numbers 3594 and 3600.

:

The fan portal area includes a reclaimed road which passes by the Johnsonville Abandoned Mine
Lands (AML) project area. The AML closures remain intact and are excluded from any Energy
West Mining (EWM) liability.

The road and benched portal area are stable and well-vegetated. The vegetation monitoring
report indicated that this area exceeded the reference area for total living cover, density and

production. Visual inspection of the site indicates this to be true.

Five French drains were installed throughout the portal area due to several seeps in the vicinity.
A seep was flowing during the inspection, but it was unclear if it was emanating from a French

drain location or directly above one. Drain locations blend into the landscape and are not
marked.



Animal droppings indicate the site is serving its post-mining land use of wildlife I grazing

habitat.

Miller Canyon Portals:

The Miller Canyon Portal area was observed from across the canyon. Because these were

breakout portals established from the inside, access to the site is difficult and dangerous without
helicopter support. The portals have been sealed and revegetated. Seeps in the portal area help

support the vegetation.

An owl was observed in the canyon.

Bond Release Concerns:

This would only be a liability release for the Miller Canyon portals because no bond was held for

that area. The reclamation required helicopter support to bring backfill material to the site (very

expensive reclamation work). Mine staff indicated that the Cottonwood / Wilberg fan portal area

cost significantly more to reclaim than what is held in bond. These facts may indicate that the

bond held for the mine could be inadequate to cover the costs of remaining reclamation in the

event of a bond forfeiture. I recommend that DOGM compare the amount of bond currently held

against the anticipated costs of remaining reclamation before releasing any bond. However, both

sites meet the requirements of R645-301-880 for bond release (backfilling and regrading work is

complete, revegetation is successful, slopes are stable, liability period is complete).
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