"7 ENERGY WEST Energy West Mining Company

P. O. Box 310
MINING COMPANY 15 No Main Street
A SUBSIDIARY OF PACIFICORP Huntington, UT 84528

February 27, 2015

Department of Environmental Quality
Division of Water Quality

195 North 1950 West

P.O. Box 144870

Salt Lake City, UT 84114-4870

Gentlemen:

Enclosed are the monthly discharge reports for the Deer Creek, Trail Mountain,
Cottonwood/Wilberg mines and the Hunter Coal Preparation and Blending Facility for the month
of December 2014. All parameters were in compliance with UPDES permits except for the Deer
Creek Discharge DCD-002 which exceeded the 1 ppm limit (1.06 ppm).

We believe that the elevated iron in the mine discharge is coming from groundwater that is being
pumped from the “Mill Fork” area of the mine where groundwater entering the mine comes in
contact with soluble iron in the form of pyrite minerals. Deer Creek Mine is no longer mining
coal as of January 7, 2015. Up until the shutdown, most of this water was being recycled within
that area of the mine for use in mining equipment. Now that the equipment is no longer running,
the water in that area is being pumped out to the Deer Creek portals where is being mixed with
the waters from the rest of the mine, pushing the total iron content to just over the 1 ppm limit.
Our plan is to seal off the Mill Fork area of the mine as soon as the equipment can be moved out.
Seals are being constructed as of the end of February midway out of the Mill Fork area, and then
a set of permanent watertight bulkheads will be constructed to seal off the entire Mill Fork area
shortly thereafter, pending MSHA approval. This should eliminate the flow of higher iron water
from the Mill Fork area of the mine into the rest of Deer Creek Mine. The flow from the Deer
Creek portals should then be significantly reduced in volume and iron content and return to
historical acceptable water quality parameters.

If you have any questions concerning these reports, please feel free to call Ken Fleck at (435)
687-4712.

Sincerely,
%@%Z’fﬁ%&é

V% _Rick M. Poulson

Mine Manager

Encl

CC:  Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
Coal Regulatory Program

1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801
Ken Fleck w/ enclosures
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