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Friday, June 19, 2015

The purpose of the visit was to observe reclamation status and also perform a survey of a golden eagle nest directly 
upslope from the work being conducted at the mine site. Jeff Jewkes, Biologist for the Manti La Sal Forest Service and 
Dennis Oakley walked the maintenance building pad and rhino run while observing the final stages of reclamation of 
the Cottonwood intake portals and fan access pad.

Report summary and status for pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Division Orders, and amendments:

Date
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Inspector's Signature:

Note: This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of compliance with the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.
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REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS  PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

1.  Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.
     a. For COMPLETE inspections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not
         appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
    b.  For PARTIAL inspections check only the elements evaluated.
2.   Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
3.   Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard listed below.
4.   Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

CommentEvaluated Not Applicable Enforcement

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

2.     Signs and Markers

3.     Topsoil

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

4.d   Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring

4.e   Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations

5.     Explosives

6.     Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches

7.     Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments

8.     Noncoal Waste

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

10.   Slides and Other Damage

11.   Contemporaneous Reclamation

12.   Backfilling And Grading

13.   Revegetation

14.   Subsidence Control

15.   Cessation of Operations

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

16.b Roads: Drainage Controls

17.   Other Transportation Facilities

18.   Support Facilities, Utility Installations

19.   AVS Check

20.   Air Quality Permit

21.   Bonding and Insurance

22.   Other
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See other

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

Construction activities with high noise levels began prior to nesting season (fall/winter 
2014). Although significant human activity and noise has been occurring at the mine 
pad, the mother golden eagle chose to nest at that location, continued to tend the 
nest, and has raised the chick to near fledging. From the main entrance gate we were 
able to locate and observe a golden eagle chick that is nested approximately .25 mile 
up the rock face from the canyon. The bird appeared to be in good health and is 
being tended by the mother. It appears the construction has not affected the survival 
of the mother or chick.

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

See other

12.   Backfilling And Grading

See other

13.   Revegetation

See other

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

See other

18.   Support Facilities, Utility Installations
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All surface facilities have been dismantled and removed from the permit area. Mine 
portals, belt lines, crushing and screening systems, electrical systems, truck loadouts, 
surface buildings and fan installations have been torn down and removed. The 
concrete silo has been torn down, broken up and stacked against the east highway 
cut in the lower parking lot. With exception to the mine access tunnel to the 
Cottonwood Mine Portals, all portals have been backfilled with broken up concrete.  
The contractor who performed the demolition work also conducted earth work and 
portal closures related to the Cottonwood Intake Portals and Fan Access. The pad 
area used for storage and portal access has been backfilled, blended, mulched and 
seeded. I notified Mr. Oakley that the timing is not optimal for seeding (mid-June) and 
he agreed and plans to reseed later in the fall as well.  Mr. Oakely stated that 
although a diligent effort was extended to remove the shotcrete above the rock 
outcrops, the endeavor was fruitless. The removal of the shotcrete should be 
discussed in the amendment. 
Asphalt and road base from the service road, truck turnaround, upper parking lot, 
portal bench, south Wilberg portals, and south Wilberg storage pad has been 
removed and disposed of. At this time, the plan calls for earth work commencement. 
However, Mr. Oakley stated that he is currently revising the reclamation plan to better 
address hydrologic conditions and as such, earth work is not anticipated to begin until 
the plan is approved and subsequently a contract is issued which could take several 
months or more. Mr. Oakley feels that due to the geologic conditions of Grimes 
Wash, contour ditches will not adequately address run-off and the plan needs to be 
revised to include deep gouging in lieu of the contour ditches. 
There has been significant rainfall events occurring over the last week but no lasting 
damage was observed at the mine. The north and south sed pond both have 
standing water but are well within limits.

22.   Other
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