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Tuesday, August 04, 2015

The purpose of the visit was to observe reclamation status and revegetation success at the Cottonwood TMA Portal. All
ancillary facilities have been removed and the mine site is ready for grading and backfill. Earthwork has been delayed 
due to an application (submitted to DOGM 7/28/15) to change the reclamation design.  A final design needs to be 
approved by DOGM prior to the company soliciting bids for the work. The Cottonwood TMA portal vegetation looks 
good with perennial vegetation germination evident.
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REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS  PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

1.  Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.
     a. For COMPLETE inspections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not
         appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
    b.  For PARTIAL inspections check only the elements evaluated.
2.   Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
3.   Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard listed below.
4.   Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

CommentEvaluated Not Applicable Enforcement

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

2.     Signs and Markers

3.     Topsoil

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

4.d   Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring

4.e   Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations

5.     Explosives

6.     Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches

7.     Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments

8.     Noncoal Waste

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

10.   Slides and Other Damage

11.   Contemporaneous Reclamation

12.   Backfilling And Grading

13.   Revegetation

14.   Subsidence Control

15.   Cessation of Operations

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

16.b Roads: Drainage Controls

17.   Other Transportation Facilities

18.   Support Facilities, Utility Installations

19.   AVS Check

20.   Air Quality Permit

21.   Bonding and Insurance

22.   Other
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Permit Changes: On July 28, 2015, the company submitted an amendment to revise 
the reclamation plan. Cut and fill estimates have been recalculated and maps 4-1, 4-
1 and 4-3 have been amended to illustrate the new contours. The Sediment Control 
Plan was also revised to incorporate deep gouging techniques on steep slopes in 
place of the existing design for contour and collection ditches.

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

Due to a change in ownership of the waste rock site, the Cottonwood sign has been 
removed from that location and a new sign is erected. The new sign includes 
information for Fossil Rock Mine, permit #C0150009 (Trail Mountain Mine).

2.     Signs and Markers

Diversions are maintained and soil berms have been placed along the road to direct 
water flow since the curbing and guardrail have been removed.

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

The orange color in the northern sediment pond has dissipated.

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

The site is prepared for backfilling and grading. Due to the proposed changes in the 
reclamation design (which are currently under DOGM review) earthwork contracting 
has been delayed until a final plan is approved.

12.   Backfilling And Grading

The vegetation at the TMA portal site looks good and sediment is controlled very well 
by the deep gouging. Although heavy rains have occurred it appears very little 
sediment has moved. Two waddles were located on the road (maybe washed up 
during a storm or vandalized). There is evidence of seed germination with 
observations of young yellow sweet clover, yarrow, rubber rabbit brush,  and Indian 
ricegrass.  One houndstongue was observed. Dennis Oakley was not present during 
the inspection of the TMA site and therefore he was contacted and informed on the 
waddle placement and the houndstongue.

13.   Revegetation

The TMA portal has minor subsidence (as expected) above the portal entrance and 
should be monitored to ensure subsidence does not become severe.

14.   Subsidence Control

The road is still asphalted from the entrance to the upper parking lot to allow for 
machine access to the upper pads for earthwork.

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing



Cottonwood Inspection 07/22/15 

Road Berm 

Remaining Concrete and scrap 
at lower parking lot Cottonwood Access regraded and seeded- 

Note shotcrete 
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No. Sed Pond 

Rhino Run 

Storage Pad Drainage 

Wilberg Mine Portals Backfilled 



Wall removed 
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Veg Test Plots 

Upper Parking Lot 

Rhino Run Overlook 



Trail Mountain Portal Access Reclamation 
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UPDES 
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Portal Subsidence 

Drainage 
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Trail Mountain Portal Access Reclamation 

Saltbrush 

Houndstongue Yarrow 

Perennial Grass 


