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Cottonwood/Wilberg Mines

Part 4 26 1/27/20 

 

Due to the natural dip of the strata, the Trail Mountain Access (TMA) portal in Cottonwood 

Canyon (final reclamation in November 2014) is the lowest within the existing 

Cottonwood/Wilberg mine permit area.  Groundwater intercepted during the development of the 

TMA development entries flows to the TMA portal.  To prepare for the permanent discharge, 

PacifiCorp installed a series of three sediment traps located 100 feet apart within the mine to settle 

out particles prior to discharge.  Refer to the as-built drawing of the system in Appendix I.  A solid 

block seal (built to MSHA requirements) was constructed 25 feet inby the portal entrance.  A 

French drain system was installed with 6” perforated PVC pipe behind the seal.  A secondary 

decant pipe was installed at the bottom of the seal along with a backup decant line installed 2 feet 

from the roof.  Each line was fitted with a shut-off valve.  Durable drain rock of 2-4 inch sizing 

was placed over the perforated drain line.  Pea sized gravel was placed over the drain rock as a 

filtering system.  The thickness of the filtering system is approximately 4 feet thick. 

 

Mine water is discharged through the seal into a 6 inch buried PVC that parallels the Emery County 

Road 506 for approximately 200 feet below the portal.  The pipe drops into a 36 inch bypass culvert 

which discharges into the Cottonwood Canyon Creek.  Since 2001 the discharge of mine water has 

averaged approximately 21 gpm.  This discharge is considered permanent for post-mining land 

use.  PacifiCorp currently possesses a UPDES permit (#UT0022896-001) for this site and monitors 

the quality and quantity on a monthly basis at the inlet of the 36” bypass culvert.  At reclamation, 

Emery County Road Department requested that the 6 inch buried PVC line be left in place to keep 

ice from potentially building up in a road ditch in the winter and pushing ice onto the road.  In a 

letter dated February 2015, Emery County Road Department committed to maintaining the line 

within their right of way.  See Appendix I to review the letter from Emery County and the updated 

design drawing from 2001. 

 

In 2019, Emery County requested that an area in the TMA disturbed area be used as a snow plow 

turn-around.  As the County is responsible for plowing the Cottonwood Canyon road, there is no 

safe place for their plows to turn around.  PacifiCorp has given granted the County an easement to 

utilize this area.  The approved easement is found in Appendix I.  Also included in Appendix I is 

the as-built plan for this area.  The area will be has been graveled and includes an 18” culvert, 

which parallels the county road, as a permanent reclamation feature. 
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Appendix I 

Plan for Truck Turnaround at the Trail Mountain Access 

Reclamation Site (completed 12/2019) 

  



Site Plan: 

Emery County proposes to construct a snow plow truck turn around within the disturbed area 

of the 1.86 acre site of the Trail Mountain Access area.  The County claims that their trucks 

cannot safely turn around at the end of the county road #506.  The county expressed their 

concerns with PacifiCorp about acquiring an easement within the company’s reclamation site.  

PacifiCorp agreed with the county and issued them an easement to allow them to construct the 

turnaround. 

Within the easement, approximately 0.04 acres will be impacted by the turnaround.  A 70 foot 

18” CMP will be installed which will keep the truck from impacting any drainage from above the 

site.  Refer to the hydrological calculations for contributing runoff and culvert sizing. 

A large boulder on the east side of the easement will be removed and disposed of.  The surface 

of the turnaround will be covered with 6” of untreated base course.  The base course will be 

graded to allow for runoff and compacted to the specifications of the Emery County Road 

Department.  The turnaround an all its appurtenances will be a permanent feature of the 

reclamation site. 

Note:  This work was completed in December 2019. 
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