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March 6, 2020



Emery County Commissioners DATE, 2020 

75 East Main Street 

Castle Dale, Utah 84513 

Subject: Application for Phase III Bond Release on a Portion of the 

Cottonwood/Wilberg Mine Trail Mountain Access and Belt Portal Area 

PacifiCorp has filed with the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining an application for a partial Phase III 

Bond Release for 0.04 acres of the Cottonwood/Wilberg Mine Trail Mountain Access (TMA) 

Area.  The portion proposed for release is a Truck Turn-Around Area within the said area. 

As required by the State of Utah, R645-Coal Mining Rules (R645-301-880), all adjoining property 

owners, local governmental bodies, etc, are notified, informing them of the operator’s intention to 

seek release from bond.  You are receiving this notice because of your association with one of the 

groups mentioned above.  A public notice was published in the Emery County Progress 

commencing on XXX, XX 2020 and will run for four (4) consecutive weeks.  

The Cottonwood/Wilberg Mine – Truck Turn-Around Area is located adjacent to Emery County 

Road 506 in Cottonwood Canyon directly adjacent to the Wolverine Fuels LLC, Fossil Rock 

Mine (formerly Trail Mountain Mine).  The said area, located in SW1/4 of the NE1/4 of Section 

25, Township 17 South, Range 6 East, SLB&M is on land owned by PacifiCorp.  Refer to 

attached location map.  The turn-around area is located within the Trail Mountain Access and 

Belt Portal Area and was constructed by Emery County after being granted an easement from 

PacifiCorp for the use of the area. 

In the summer of 2019, Emery County approached PacifiCorp and requested use of the land 

because it needed a place for snow plows to turn around in the winter time.  Emery County 

previously used the Trail Mountain (now known as Fossil Rock Mine) mine site to turn their 

vehicles around.  This mine is now closed and locked and unavailable.  Turning snow plows 

around has become somewhat of a safety concern, and therefore, PacifiCorp obliged and granted 

Emery County this easement.   

Phase I bond release was granted by the Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining for the entire 1.86 acre 

Trail Mountain Access and Belt Portal Area on May 7, 2019.  Final Reclamation was completed 

on this area in November 2014. 

The turnaround area, which was constructed in December of 2019 by Emery County, consists of 

an 18” culvert placed in the road ditch at the entrance of the site.  The surface is covered with 

approximately 6” of road base material and compacted in place. There are no vegetation 

standards associated with this site and therefore the period of extended responsibility 

requirements of the Utah Coal Regulations do not apply.    

PacifiCorp currently maintains a $977,232.00 surety bond payable to the Division of Oil, Gas, 

and Mining.  No reduction of this bond is being requested for the release of the site. If you have 

PacifiCorp 
Thermal General Environmental Services 
1407 West North Temple, Suite 210 
Salt Lake City Utah, 84116 



Application for Partial Phase III Bond Release 

Cottonwood/Wilberg Mine 

Trail Mountain Access and Belt Portal Area 

DATE, 2020 

any questions, or require further information pertaining this bond release application, please feel 

free to call me at (801) 220-4632. 

Sincerely, 

Dennis Oakley 

Sr. Mine Engineer 

Cc Emery County Board of Commissioners 

Ray Peterson,  Emery County Public Lands 

Wayde Neilsen, Emery County Road Department 

Chris Hansen, Wolverine Fuels LLC 

File 
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 Phase III Bond Release Application 
PacifiCorp 

Cottonwood/Wilberg Mine – 0.04 Acre Truck Turn-Around Area 
C/015/0019 

Permit Approval Date:  July 6, 2014 (revised May 18, 2015) 

PacifiCorp, as mine manager, with a street address as 1407 West North Temple, Salt Lake City, 

Utah, has filed with the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining an application for a partial Phase III Bond 

Release for 0.04 acres of the Cottonwood/Wilberg Mine – Trail Mountain Access and Belt Portal 

Area.  The general location of this site is shown below. 

The Truck Turn-Around Area is located adjacent to Emery County Road 506 in Cottonwood Canyon.  The 

said area, located in SW1/4 of the NE1/4 of Section 25, Township 17 South, Range 6 East, SLB&M is on 

land owned by PacifiCorp.  The turn-around area is located within the Trail Mountain Access and Belt 

Portal Area (final reclamation completed 11/2014) and was constructed by Emery County after being 

granted an easement from PacifiCorp for the use of the area in August 2019.  After approval of the Phase 

III Bond Release Application, this small area will become the responsibility of the Emery County Road Dept. 



PacifiCorp currently maintains a $977,232.00 surety bond payable to the Division of Oil, Gas, and 
Mining and the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM).  No reduction of 
this bond is being requested for the release of the site. 

A copy of the Phase III Bond Release application may be examined at the office of the Division of 

Oil, Gas and Mining, 1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210, Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801 and 

also at the Recorders Office located in the Emery County Courthouse in Castle Dale, Utah. Written 

comments, objections, or requests for an informal conference may be submitted to the Division 

of Oil, Gas, and Mining address above. Said comments must be submitted thirty (30) days from 

the date of the last publication of this notice. 

This notice is being published to comply with the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 

1977, and State and Federal regulations promulgated pursuant to said Act. 

Published in the Emery County ETV News Progress for four consecutive weeks beginning XXX XX, 

2020. 
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Phase III Bond Release Application for the Cottonwood/Wilberg Mine – Truck 

Turn-Around Area 

Attachment 4 – Bonded Area Description 

The Truck Turn-Around Area is located within the disturbed perimeters of the Trail Mountain 

Access and Belt Portal Area (part of the Cottonwood/Wilberg Mine disturbed area) in the 

SW¼NE¼ of section 25, Township 17 South, Range 6 East.  The area proposed for release is 0.04 

acres.  Currently, the total area of the TMA and Belt Portal Area is 1.86 acres. Upon approval of 

the bond release application, the TMA and Belt Portal Area will total 1.82 acres. 

Location of truck turn-around within the TMA disturbed area and easement boundary adjacent 

to Emery County road 506. 

N
 



Proposed revision of the disturbed area boundary of the Trail Mountain 
Access and Belt Portal Area.  Boundary area reduced from 1.86 acres to 
1.82 acres.  Note:  Area in green refers to areas of phase III bond release. 

N
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Site Plan: 

Emery County proposes to construct a snow plow truck turn around within the disturbed area 

of the 1.86 acre site of the Trail Mountain Access area.  The County claims that their trucks 

cannot safely turn around at the end of the county road #506.  The county expressed their 

concerns with PacifiCorp about acquiring an easement within the company’s reclamation site.  

PacifiCorp agreed with the county and issued them an easement to allow them to construct the 

turnaround. 

Within the easement, approximately 0.04 acres will be impacted by the turnaround.  A 70 foot 

18” CMP will be installed which will keep the truck from impacting any drainage from above the 

site.  Refer to the hydrological calculations for contributing runoff and culvert sizing. 

A large boulder on the east side of the easement will be removed and disposed of.  The surface 

of the turnaround will be covered with 6” of untreated base course.  The base course will be 

graded to allow for runoff and compacted to the specifications of the Emery County Road 

Department.  The turnaround an all its appurtenances will be a permanent feature of the 

reclamation site. 

Note:  This work was completed in December 2019. 









Rational Method for Calculating Runoff for Area above Snow Plow Turnaround

Q=CiA

where,

C Values - Rural Areas

Q = peak flow rate (cfs) Topography and Open sandy Clay and Tight
C = dimensionless coefficient Vegetation loam silt loam clay

 i = rainfall intensity (iph) Woodland

A = drainage area (ac)   Flat (0-5% slope) 0.10 0.30 0.40

  Rolling (5-10% slope) 0.25 0.35 0.50

Solve for C; refer to chart   Hilly (10-30% slope) 0.30 0.50 0.60

Pasture

  Flat 0.10 0.30 0.40

Solve for i; (refer to Attachment 1)   Rolling 0.16 0.36 0.55

from NOAA Atlas 14 Volume 1, Version 5   Hilly 0.22 0.42 0.60

Location Huntington Utah Cultivated

Lat. 39.3195 d, Long. ‐111.1828   Flat 0.30 0.50 0.60

Elevation = 8509 ft   Rolling 0.40 0.60 0.70
  Hilly 0.52 0.72 0.82

 i=0.382

Solve for A; (Refer to Attachment 2)

A = 5.24 acres

therefore;

Required Culvert Size for Runoff Volume

Based on Mannings Equation:

where,

D = Required Diameter (ft)

Q = Peak Discharge (cfs)

n = Roughness Factor (0.25 for CMP)

S = Slope (ft/ft)

therefore,

Field size culvert calls for an 18" culvert.  Therefore culvert sizing checks.

Q ൌ CiA = 0.4*0.382*5.24 = 0.80 cfs

ܦ ൌ
2.16	ܳ݊

ܵ
0.35

ܦ ൌ
2.16		ܳ݊

ܵ

଴.ଷହ

ൌ
2.16	 ∗ 0.80 ∗ 0.025

0.1

଴.ଷହ

ൌ
0.0432
0.3162

଴.ଷହ

ൌ ݐ݂	0.498
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Attachment 6 – General History of the Cottonwood/Wilberg Mine – Trail Mountain Access and 
Truck Turn-Around Area 

The Trail Mountain Access and Belt Portal Area was constructed in 1994-1995 as an alternative 

to 1) access the Cottonwood/Wilberg Mine from the Trail Mountain Mine, and 2) transfer coal 

from the Trail Mountain Mine via belt across the canyon, through the Cottonwood/Wilberg Mine 

to the loadout in Grimes Wash (location of the main Cottonwood/Wilberg mine facility).  In 

2001, both Trail and Cottonwood/Wilberg mines were put into temporary cessation. 

These idled mine operations stayed in a status of temporary cessation until PacifiCorp informed 

the Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining in July 2013 that it plans to conduct final reclamation on 

the entire Cottonwood/Wilberg Mine facility including the TMA and Belt Portal Area. Once the 

announcement was made, PacifiCorp immediately began reclamation work on the TMA area.  

This reclamation was completed in November 2014. 

In July of 2019, Emery County Road Department approached PacifiCorp requesting to use an 

area in the disturbed area of the TMA and Belt Portal Area as a turn-around for their snow 

trucks.  The southern extent of this disturbed area exists a flat expanse where trucks could back 

into which would enable the trucks to safely get turned around.  

PacifiCorp approached the Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining (DOGM) with the county’s 

proposal, where through multiple conversations the two parties found a path to promote it.  In 

September 2019, PacifiCorp granted Emery County an easement for use of the area.  Emery 

County Road Department began regrading the area in October 2019 and completed work in 

December 2019. 

Because the turn-around is graveled surfaced, no vegetation standards will be required for bond 

release of the area.  Without vegetation standards, the 10 year period of extended responsibility 

will not be applicable.  Therefore, PacifiCorp is requesting that the DOGM consider a Phase III 

bond release for the small area of the turn-around.  Existing acreage of the TMA and Belt Portal 

disturbed is 1.86 acres.  If Phase III bond release is approved for this small area, the acreage will 

be reduced 0.04 acres to 1.84 acres.  PacifiCorp is not requesting any reduction of the bond 

surety.  
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1 

Demonstration that Area is Not Contributing Suspended Solids Outside Permit Area 

Because of the size of the area, it is nearly impossible to calculate any practical sediment 

production that would mimic real world conditions.  The site is small and relatively flat.  The 

surface is made up of a six inch layer of road base which is compacted in place.  A culvert is 

installed at the entrance of the site which by-passes any runoff from areas located above this site.  

Because the area will be continually used not only by the county, but also the public throughout 

the year, PacifiCorp has (as part, and in consideration of the easement requirements) required the 

Emery County Road Department to install a sediment control device (straw wattle) on the downhill 

side of the site.  This shall remain operational at all times and maintained on a regular basis so 

long as Emery County Road Department possesses the easement.  This device will protect the off-

site areas from minute sediment contributions that occur from the truck turn-around area. 
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Demonstration that Responsibility Period has been Met 

As stated in the Utah Coal Regulations, R645-301-357 Revegetation: Extended Responsibility 

Period: 

357.100.  The period of extended responsibility for successful vegetation will begin 

after the last year of augmented seeding, fertilization, irrigation, or other work, excluding 

husbandry practices that are approved by the Division in accordance with paragraph R645-301-

357.300. 

The surface areas of the truck turn-around site consists a compacted road base material.  No 

vegetation was required for the site and therefore, the period of extended responsibility is not 

applicable in this situation.   

357.200.  Vegetation parameters identified in R645-301-356.200 will equal or 

exceed the approved success standard during the growing seasons for the last two years of the 

responsibility period.  The period of extended responsibility will continue for five or ten years 

based on precipitation data reported pursuant to R645-301-724.411, as follows: 

357.210. In areas of more than 26.0 inches average annual precipitation, the period 

of responsibility will continue for a period of not less than five full years. 

357.220. In areas of 26.0 inches or less average annual precipitation, the period of 

responsibility will continue for a period of not less than ten full years. 

No vegetation was required for the site to which a vegetation standard can be applied.  The 

period of extended responsibility is not applicable in this situation. 
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Demonstration that Post Mining Land Use has been Met 

As stated in Volume 2, Part 4, R645-301-400 Land Use of the Cottonwood/Wilberg Mining and 

Reclamation Plan, the post mining land use in the Cottonwood Canyon area is grazing and 

wildlife habitat.   

As the turn-around area will be used year around by the public, including cattlemen who 

transport their cattle into the Cottonwood Canyon area, the site supports the stated post mining 

land use for grazing.  Although the small site does not support vegetation, the site does support a 

higher and better use of the land in the support of grazing.  

The use of this site is reasonable and practicable.  Does not present any actual or probable hazard 

to public health or safety, or threat of water diminution or pollution. The construction or use of 

this site is not inconsistent to land use policies or plans.  The site does not cause or contribute to 

violation of federal, Utah, or local law.  The site is agreeable to and has been approved by the 

landowner. 

Therefore, with the above information being stated and factual, a demonstration that post mining 

land uses have been met. 




