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States Department of the Interior
OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING

Reclamation and Enforcement
BROOKS TOWERS
I O2O 1 sTH STREET

DE}\rvER, COLORADO 802A2

December  
. | 5 ,  . | 980

*1
Sl v^-*"-

Mr .  Ron  Dan ie l s
Coord ina to r  o f  M jned  Land  Deve lopmen t
Depar tmen t  o f  Na tu ra l  Resources
1 588 West  Nor th  Templ  e
Sa l t  Lake  C i t y ,  U tah  B4 l l 6

Dea r  Mr .  Dan ie l s :

Enclosed please f ind a copy(s) of  on-si te inspect ion

was conducted within BEAR CREEK CANY0N PORTAL MINE
o f  Sep tember  lBo  1980

If you have any questions or problems, please contact

Sincerely,

report. The insPection
during the period

th is  o f f i ce .

, t
- ' t - /  .  

-

Thomas E, Ehmett
Assistant Regional Director
Division of Inspection & Enforcement
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DIVISION OF
OIL,  GAS & MINING



DATE:
TTE:
ETIrrn:
lTiIflTT-NNO STATE:
ffi:
ffi
ffi
f f iNUMBER:

ffiION:

REG ION V ON-SITE INSPE CTION REPORT

CO-OP MINING COMPANY
BEAR CREEK CANYON PORTAL MINE

53 lrlest Angel o Avenue
Sal t  Lake C i ty ,  U tah  84115

(801 ) 748-5238

September . |8, 
1980

2:30 p. f i t .  6 :00 p. f f i .
Cl ear and warm
Emery County, Utah
Wendel I 0wen
Joe Hel fri ch
Larry Damrau
ACT/oI 5/025
42-00081
Part ial

GENERAL COMMENTS

A parti al inspection of Bear creek canyon portal ine was conducted on .,.:' : :'
September 18' 1980. Due to time restrictions, att entoiierne;a-;;io;; were',, '

Ig!g! l9l l .9"!ng-another on-site inspection conducted on 0ctober i, iSeO. Thestate of  wah'  Div is ion of  Oi l ,  Gas and Min ing,  in i t ia ted aI l  enforcement  act ionstaken under Notice of Violation I,to. A0-f_O_0."'

COMPLIANCE l.tITH INTERIM REGULATIONS
'71 

7.1I General Obl igations

The approved board order dated June lg, l9g0 and the NpDES permit !lo.
,tT-0023612 dated August lz, l9B0 were ivailable at the Trail Canyon mine_
site. Inspection of the administratiye authorizations and correspondence
rras extrefiely dlfficult due to the filing procedures utilized uv itrC con:' pany.

, , , ,  . ,1  . .  :  ' l : i t  . :  . : i
. violation l-of 6 of Notice of violation g0-l-6-6 was issued by the state

Regul atory Authority for failure to. operate in accordance wit-h approved
p!ans. The remedial actions required'that the company comply wil ir stip-
ulations set forth by the State'Regulatory Authori i .y ina i is-ued on
llarch 12, I980, prior to any mining activlt ies.

71 7.12 Signs and l{arkers

A.mine and permi.t iaentiRcation sign ,,as posted: * a* 
"n*unce 

to the ,.
mine property, during the time of tFe insplction. 

- i

717 .1 4 Backfi  I  I  i  ng and Grad! ng

Violat ion 2 of 6 of NOV 80-l-6-6 was issued by the State Regulatory
Authority for fai lure to retain al l  earth, ro;k and other mineral iron_waste

:,:f ,.



BEAR CREEK CANYON PORTAL MINE

71 7.14 Backf i l l ing and Grading (cont 'd)

materials on the solid portion of existing or new benches of road cuts,
mine workings or other benches. Non-yraste materials associated with the
portal areas and the access road leading to the portal areas ere deposited
below the respective benclres. l{o variance for such activity had been

. granted by the State Regulatory Authority.

71 7.17 Protection of the t lydrol ogic System

The portal , loadout, and materials storage areas, presently under construc-
tion exhibited no surface drainage control . Violation 3 of 6 of NOV 80-l-6-6
was issued by the State Regul atory Authori ty for failure to pass surface
drainage from the disturbed area through a sedimentation pond. Construction
operations had been init iated on the proposed sedimentation pond. Diversion
and control of the surface drainage, from the areas addressed in the viola-
tion to the sedimentation mnd, had not been init iated at the t ime of the
i nspecti on.

The access road leading frsn the lorcr pad area to the portal areas was
under construction. The construction activit ies did not include surface
drainage control measures to prevent contributions of addit ional suspended
solids to streamfl ow, as requi red in the stipulations issued to the company
under the board approval dated l la rch 12, 1980. Violation 4 of 6 of
NOV 80-l-6-6 was issued by the State Regulatory Authority for fai lure to
maintain access and haul roads.

No culvert was present at the point wtrere the main access or haul road inter-
cepts Bear Creek and all construction traff ic forded the creek. Violation
5 of 6 of NOV 80-I-6-6 was issued by the State Regulatory Authority for
fordi ng a stream. After the September l8 inspection and before the October I
inspection, the company installed a culvert on the area for which the
violation was issued. Construction actiyit ies to insure the integrity of
the structure need to be ccnpl eted.

717.20 Topsoil Handling and Revegetation

Violation 6 of 6 of NoV 80-l-6-6 was issu;d by the State Regulatory
Authority for fai lure to remove or segregate, stockpile or protect top-
soil. Accordi ng to the cmpary, topsoil removed frm the sedimentation
pond area was utilized in the impoundrnent structure. There was no seg-
regation evident betueen the material designated as "topsoil" and the

. material uti l ized as f i l l  for the materials storage yard. No topsoil
had been rsnoved, prior to construction activit ies, assoclated with the
access road and the portal areas.

No revegetat ion operat ion had taken place at  the t ime of  the inspect ion.
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