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August  L7,  1981

+1
RE: Co-op Mining Cornpany

Bear Creek Canyon Portal
Lcr/oL5/azs
Emery County, Utah

July 28 and 29, 19Af
3 : O 0 - 6 : 0 0  p . n .  r  o r  7 / 2 8 ;  8 : 5 0 - 1 1 : O O  B . r n .  r  o r  7 / 2 9
Tfar"m and Partly Cloudy
hrendell  Owen, Bi l l  Stoddard and Dennis White
Sandy Pruitt and David Lof
87-2-7 -2

Compliance with Perzranent Perfonnanee Standards

77: . .  e t  a l  Permi ts

0n March 12r  1980,  a l is t  o f  s ix  s t ipu lat ions were sent  to  Co-op Min ing
Conpany by the Division. These st ipualt ions were agreed upon by Co-op on
March 5 l - ,  1980.  These st ipu lat ions are to be met  before the Div is ion can
grant approval of any mining activi ty at the Bear Creek Canyon portal.  0n
]t larch 2A, 19Af r 8o interin regulatory f inal approval letter was issued to
Co-op Mining Company al lowing then to eomplete the six st ipulat ions agreed
upon. This State letter of approval was avai- lable on the ninesite at the t ine
of  inspect ion.

The status of the six st ipulat i-ons at the t ine of the inspeeti-on was as
fo l l ows :

No rnining had occurred at the t ine of the inspeetion.

Class I road. status: the road leading from the Huntington Canyon
Highway to the coal loadout pad had not been eompleted.. Class II
road status: both the road leading from the lower pad to the portal
area and the road leading from the lower pad to the receiver bin pad
have been part ial ly completed. Both road.s require more grading and
berm work.

The 5o-inch culvert where the Class I road crosses Bear Creek was in
plaee and properly r iprapped. The culvert inlet did not have a trash
raek. Inspectors notieed that the culvert w&s t lanaged at the inlet
end al lowing water to short-eireuit  the culvert,  this was brought to
the at tent ion of  the operator  (see le t ter  to  Bi l l  Stoddard datect
August 1'1, 1981). The l8-inch culvert has been completed. The upper
end of the 18-ineh eulvert has been riprapped and trash racks have
been implemented sinee the t inoe of the last inspection.
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A ber"m has been plaeed around the perimeter of the portal pad in
order  to  eontro l  runof f  f rom the d is turbed area.  However,  a t  the
t iner  ro berns or  other  appropr ia te d ivers ion st ructures have been
implemented in order to divert undisturbed area runoff from the pad.
I t [ ine water  d ischarge f rom the ex is t ing por ta l  has been d iver ted.

The proposed fuel  s torage fac i l i ty  has not  beea completed.  Co-op is
currently using a 500 ga11on tank truck to refuel their construetion
equipnent. As was suggested by Joe Helfr ich during an earl ier
inspection, the truck has been surrounded on three sides by a dirt
bert and on the fourth side by straw bales to contaj-n any possible
sp i11age .

817.11 Signs and Markers

The mine entrance sign was in plaee and information complete. Perimeter
markers had been j-nsta11ed along the perimeter of the disturbed area. In
order  to  make these per imeter  markers more v is ib le,  Co-op eornmi t ted to
f lagging the markers. f t  was deter:nined. that buffer l-otte signs are not
ne-cessary at Bear Creek. Topsoil  markers were j-n plaee and visible on al l
f ou r  topso i l  s tockp i les .

8 1 7 . 2 1 - . 2 5  T o p s o i l

Topsoil  has been removed at Bear Creek and placed in four separate
stoektrr i le areas. At the t ime of the inspeetion, sna1l ber"ms were being plaeed
around. eaeh stoc$i le to convey away overland f low and to protect the
stoekpi les fron water erosion. No seeding or other revegetatj-on methods have
been implemented on the stockpi les to date. At the t ine of the inspection,
the possib i l i ty  was d i -scussed of  consol idat ing the topsoi l  s tockpi - les.  By
d.oing sor the topsoi l  eould be protected from wind and water erosion better
and the protective measures more easi ly maj-ntained. The operator was inforned
that i f  he wished to implenent such a projeet, i t  would be necessary for hin
to develop plans and subnit then to the Division for approval.

81? . 41-. 52 Hydrologic Ba lanc e

As was d iscussed ear l ier  in  Seet ion 77L et  &1,  pern i ts ,  coneern ing
eomplianee with st i .pulat ions, a be::m has been plaeed along the perimeter of
the nine portal disturbed area to eontrol runoff.  Eventual ly the portal pad
wil l  be graded so as to drain mnoff from the disturbed area into the
underground workings. fhe st ipulat ion also eal ls for the placement of
revegetated betms or other appropriate diversion structures on the mine portal
pad to eonvey undisturbed area mnoff ai,ray from the pad. At the tine of the
inspection, no diversion struetures had been constructed. l{ i th the exeeption
of the nine portal pad, runoff from the disturbed area is passed through the
sed.iment pond before i t  leaves the peruri t  area.
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Bear Creek has a problena with exeessive erosion and gul lying on the
downslope from the receiver bin pad to their truck loadout pad. The operator
explained that a drop drain wou1d" be instal led d,uring the construction of the
lump coal  reeeiver  b in to  convey the d is turbed dra inage of f  the receiver  b in
pad in  a contro l led manner.

817.52 Surfaee and Ground Water l{onitoring

Co-op Mining Conpany obtained a NPDES per:nlt ,  #Uf-OOZIGLZ, ot November 19,
1980. The per"nit  expired on Deeernber 5I, 1980. Co-op had in their possession
a letter from Larry Vi-ncent of the EPA granting an extension aecording to the
condi t ions of  the expi red penni t  s ince Co-op had made t ine ly  appl icat ion.

Surface water monitoring data were avai lable for months January through
June of  1981.  These data were ins lected and there were no v io lat ions ev ident .

81?.61 Use of  E 'xp los ives

Co-op was found to be negligent in ter"ms of the perforuance standards
concern i -ng records of  b last i -ng operat ions.  Because of  th is ,  V io lat ion #Z of  2
was wr i t ten:

Nature of the Violat ion

Iai lure to keep records of blast ing operation that would be avai lable for
inspectlon by the Division and the publi-c on request.

Provj-sion of the Regulat ions, Act or permit violated

u}, lc 917.59.

Port ion of the Operation to Whieh l{ot ice Applies

Faee up at fan entry.

Remedial Aetj-on Required

Keep records of eaeh blast containing the d.ata required under I IMC 817.58.
Retain recori ls for at least three ye&rs that are avai lable for inspeetion by
the Dj-vision and the public upon request.

fine for Abatement

Imnediately, ro later than July 31-, 1981.

f t  $as fe l t  that  the lack of  b last ing data
Div is ion inspectors to  determine locat ion,  date
pur?ose of blast ing, whether i t  was for mining

obstrueted the abi l i ty  of
and t ine of blast, thereby the

or  compl iance purposes.
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817.121- .L25 Subsidence Contro l

Co-op Hining Company does not have a subsidenee monitor ing p1an. The
c o m p a n y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e m o t e n e s s  o f  l o c a t i o n ,  l a c k  o f
h is to r i -ca l  s i tes ,  pub l i c  bu i ld ings  or  p r iva te  dwe l l ings ,  they  fee l  tha t  i t  i s
no t  needed. .  A lso ,  in  suppor t  o f  th is ,  they  ind ica te  the  na ture  o f  the  rock
mater ia l  and the overburden dj-stance and. th ickness. fn their  pennanent
program,  they  pe t i t ion  the  D iv is ion  to  exempt  them f rom a  subs idenee
requirement based. on these facts.

8 1 7 . 1 5 0 -  . l - 7 6  R o a d s

The status of  the Class I  and Class f I  roads is  d iseussed in  Sect ion 77L
et  aI  Perar i ts ,  o f  th is  memo.

Drring the inspeetion, the need for r iprap below the culvert outlet near
the junct ion of  the rn iddle and upper  pad access roads was d iscussed.  wi th  the
operator .  The operator  ind icated that  the r iprap would be in  p lace before the
next i-nspeetj-on.

Utah Power & l ight  was on-s i te  at  the t ime of  the inspect ion for  the
pur?ose of  insta l l ing ut i l i t ies to  the minesi - te .  Co-op constructed severa l
Class I I I  roads to prov ide aeeess for  power pole insta l la t j -on.  Co-op had not
submitted any plans to the Di\, : isj-on adequately addressing design, maintenance
and restorat ion of  these Class f f f  roads.  0f  concern to the inspectors r ras
the lack of any type of drainage control or erosion prevention measures.
Part icularly on a road which was construeted across an ephemeral drainage
channel .  Because of  th is ,  v io lat ion #t  o f  z  was wr i t ten:

Nature of the Violat ion

Fai lure to  design and construct  Class f l f  roads to contro l  or  mj-n imize
eros ion and s i l ta t ion and to prevent  a l terat ion or  re locat ion in  natura l
ehannel drainage rrays.

Prov is ion of  the Regulat ions,  Aet  or  Persr i t  V io lated

u. Ic  817.1?0(a)  and ( l ) ,  Uuc B1?.1?l (e) ,  rJ I , tC B1T. I7 j ,  U] .Tc B1?.  4 jG) and
4O-10-1S(e)  ( i )  ( i i - ) ,  Utah Code Annotated Lg]> l .

Pgrtiot of the Operation to llhich ]rlotiee Applies

Newly constructed roads for  porer  pole insta l la t ions.

Renedial Action Required

Subm.it  plans to the Division that are complete and adequately addressed
design, maintenanee and restoration requirements of IntIC 8]-7.43, 8L7.45,
81?. 17O- .L7 5. Implement plans imned.iately upon approval.
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TO COAL FIIE

Time for Abatement

Thir ty ( fO) daysr Do later than August 10 ,  1981 .

ce:  Tom Ehnet t ,  OSM
Wendell  0wen
Carl E. Kingston
fnspect ion Staf f

DLlbtn

S t a t i s t i c s :

vehicle: #gx 58805_-?01 rni les
Per Dj-em: Two persons x J t iays
Grant :  A & E

11 hours @ $l?. 50/d.ay = $zl4 .se

DAVID tOF
REC},AMATION OTT'/CNN


