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STATE OF UTAH
NATURAL RESOURCES & ENERGY
Oil ,  Gos & Min ing

4241 sIote office Building . solt Loke city, uT 84114. 801-sg3-s771
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February 26, L982

lfr . Wendell J. O*ren
Co-op l"lining Conpany
P. O, Box J245
Huntington, Utah W528

Scott M, Motheson, Governor
Temple A. Reynolds, Executive Director

Cleon B. Feight, Division Director

1t3
RE: Power Line and RaPtor

Protection Poliey

Dear lE. Ssen

Since there has been soue confusion and misunderstanding regarding Power
lines and raptor protection, the Division has adopted the following policy.

Pursuant Eo tI6 817.97 (c) (SA 816.97tc| for surface nines) whictt states:

"A person who conducts undergrotnrd (surface) coal nining
activities shall ensure that the design and construction
of electric psrer lines and other transmission facilities
used for or incidental to the undergrourd (surface) mining
activiEies on the permit areas snall be <iesigned and
constructed in accbrdance with the guidelines set forth in
Etrrvironnental Criteria for Electric Tlansmission System
(USDI, USDA [I970J), or in alternaEive guidance manuals
approved by Lhe Division. Distribution lines shall be
dbsigned and constructed in accordance wiEh REA Bulletin
6f -f0, Power Line Contacts by Eagles and Other Iarge Birds,
or in alternative guidance manuals approved by the Division.
For informational purposes, these two- <iocwents are available
at the 0$1 Office, U. S. Department of the Interior, South
Interior Btrilciing, Washington, D. C. 20240, 8t eacn OSM
Regional Office, District-Office and Field Office, and at
the Central Office of Ehe Division."

The Division wilt evaluate coryliance as outlined below.

For 'he!r" poles or hrnen old poles on existing lines are replaced, -the
operator should design and constiuct these poles according to the design
criteria of the above-mentioned guidelines.
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pre-Iaw poles (those construeted prior to L977), the operator has two

Option I

AIf pohs wirh hazardous configurations shall be $rysically modified
according to the criteria set fortn in the guidelines above or according to
plans approved by the Division. The operator will have f80 days Lo make the
necessary modif ications .

0ption 2

Certain existing po$rer line poles may be exempted from mo<iification based
upon lhites States Fisn and Wildlife Service (USnilS) surveys of existing power
lines and their recouurcndations. If not already completed, Lhe survey should
be conducted and the results suhitted to the Division within 180 days of
receipE of this notification. Adequate plans for modifying those poles
requiring rcdification (as indicated by the survey) should be suhitted to the
Division for approval within 45 days of the survey and should be modified
within 45 days of tlre Division's approval of the mdification plans. If
raPtor populations oE oehavior changes dictate, future surveys Er.y be required
and additional poles nodified. In Ene event a raptor is electrocuted on a
pole that had not ben previously recmended for-modification, the Division
nay require several poles in that aEea to be modified.

Sttould you have any problens or quesEions, please don't hesiEate to
contact tynn Kunzler or Susan Linner of my staff.

Sincerely,
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I JAtr'GS t^I. $fiTTI, JR.
COORDII{ATOR OF }trNED
IAND DE\TELOPMEhII

cc: Richard lbwes , 0$'[
Clark Johnson, USE'WS
Douglas F. Day, DLIR
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