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RE:  NOAC 83-5 -L -2

Dear  S i r :

The completion of the plans for the Notice of Area of Concern 83-
s-L-Z can not be completed unti l  after the Division approves the enclosed
plans or a modif icat ion of them to abate the current violat ions. I  do feel
Mr '  Whi tehead was just i f ied in  h is  concern and subsequent  issuance of
the N A OC . After reviewing the present condit ions in and about the sediment
pond,  and reading the paper  work concern ing the Div is ions approval  o f
the pond,  a ser ious quest ion ar ises.

Why did the Division approve and or al low the construction of an
earthen dike in a drainage base without requir ing an altered construction
methods ?

After studying the patterns above and below the pond, I  feel that t ime
and peak period runoff wi l l  cause a fai lure in the ponds integri ty. In i ts
current condit ion the State Engineer for impoundments wil l  not approve
the stabi l i ty and construction. Without this approval the Bear Canyon
Permi t  can not  be issued.  NOTE: Because an Operator  re l ies on the Div is ion
of  Oi l '  Gas and Mir r ingts  Technical  s taf f  for  ass is tance in  s i te  se lect ion,
design and construct ion methods through the rev iew process;  the Div is ion
must share the major responsibi l i ty for the condit ion of. the pond. I  feel
the Division should be requested to assist in the correction by expedit ing
assis tance in  design,  approval  and construct ion superv is ion,  Please le t
me know your f  eel ing s on this as soon as possible .  

r
I f  both you and the Division approve the culvert instal lat ion in Bear

Creek,  and the new catch basin,  some thought  should be g iven to addi t ional
drainage improvements. The addit ional cost of these improvements wil l
be repaid ten fold by reducing the money spent on violat ions, maintenance
wi th increase ef f ic iency.  A wi l l ingness by Co Op Min ing to expedi te
required improvements wil l  counter the negative att i tudes of some of the
Division, while rewarding those who have been wil l ing to work with you.

When a master plan is completed for the f inal development and expansion
for the Bear Canyon Mine, addit ional hydrographs and sediment calculat ion
wi l l  be completed.  Please contact  me i f  you have any quest ions on th is
le t ter r  or  any other  par t  o f  the documents being submit ted.

Scot t  H Nordness


