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January 5, 1983

Inspection I'femo
to Coal File: &\

RE: Co-op Mining Compaqy
Bear C?eelc Canyon Mine
Acr/0$ lozs
Emery County, Utatr
lov 82-5-2-LO

I pC*1"1 inspection was perforred on Decendber 2A, L982 by John I'lhitehead
of the Division- aecourpanied by neruris Wlrite of Co-op lfi"ios C6rpatry. TLre
purpose of the inspection r+as to follow-up on the NbVt s issued dtrring the
inspection_ of Decmber 16, L982 and to reet wittr Mr. G,yens to e4p1"ii 

"nyquestions he night have on the violations due to tj:e fact that hL was oul of
t-otrn dtri4g the inspection of December 14-16. I{r. CIren was not available at
the minesite dtriqg- the inspection.

Parti-al remedial action had been taken on several of the l$oVts issued on
the previous -inspection. A nine identification sign for the Bear Cteek Canyon
operation-had been propped up and was visible by persons entering the pernit
area- This addressed a portion of the remedial attion required Eor lqCV lB of
10- A more peruanent installation of the identification Jig" will be
r:ndertaken, aceorrding to l"tr. I,lhi-te, at a time when fjre consEnrction activities
associaLed with the scalehouse and the catclment basin are conry)leted.

S@e effort had been r-rndertal@n by the operator to, in patt, abate
violation llS of l0 by rediverti4g the'undistirrbed draiiage itor the coal
grittg pad s\ilaz $on the topsoil-pile norf}vrcst of the c6a1 stoclglle pad.
The ldequaey of ttre efforts- undertaken were questionable in light" of tire
requirement to pass a l0-year, 24-hotrr event as noted in 1p{C 8i7.43.

Abatement aetion for 116 of 10 hd, for the most part, been trndertaken to
remove the rocks, boulders and material plaeed in 1trle n"irr Cteek stream
channel as a result of the constnrction activity near tJre scalehouse. Ttre
large boulders and rodcs had been rernoved from Ltre ereek bed at the time of
ttris inspection.

hrri4g fJre course of this inspectiur, water was obsenred flor*tng fron the
area adjacent to ttre fan r:nderneafh an inadeqr:ately naintained berm"and into a
10-12 inch ri1l on the downslope belor* the fan area firrrner constituting
evidence that o<cessive erosion is occurri:rg as noted in ICIV {17 of tO.

Disturbed area drainage rrras florriag in the diversion ditch rioted in NCM #9
of 10. Ttre disturbed area drainage or"E obsened leaving the pemiE area and
was sanpled for suspended sedimenis, metals and oi1 and-greasl. Drrixg the
11spec-tioJrr the _opelacor did constrnrct a temporary berm Eo pror"nt the'
disturbed area drainage. fr.on leaviag the per^nnit area. This'berr probably
would be adegr:ate onli ro lasr ; f"E O"i"i
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Sme work had been done to implement drainage controls on the diversions
and inlets leading to the catclment basins located just southeast of the
scalehouse area. The r^rork for the drainage control will not be ccmpleted for
a period of two to three weeks according Eo Mr. tlhite based on construction
needs to 

'raise 
the elevation of portions of the road area associated with the

scalehouse. The inlets and diversions to the catch basin were not cmpletely
functional at the time of tbe inspection.

Durirg the inspection, I"1r. Whrite indicated that Co-op l"lining Cmrpany did
intend to widen the road from the sr^ritchback near Ehe Bear Creek Canyon strem
bed up to the portal and fan areas. fhe operator is advised to assure tbat
this activity is in conjuneEion with the approved plan for the Bear Creek
Canyon mining operation. A /^.J^ g,t-/)hLn/

/ovV'  /v '
JOHI$ tr. I'IHITHEAD
FIELD SPECIALIST

cc : Tm Ehmett, OSl.{
I^Iendell Or,uen, Co-op Mining Company
Dennis l^lhite, Co-op Mining Cmrpany
Joe lbl f r ich , Fi eld Supervi sor , DOG'{
Everett ltrooper, [.ead Reviewer , DOOI
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Stat is t ics :

Vehicle: #EX 66853--299 niles
Per Dim: blone
Grant: A & E


