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January 10, 1983

Inspection Memo

To Coal File
RE: Co-op Mining Company
Bear Creek Canyon Mine
ACT/015/025, Folder #7
Emery County, Utah
DATE: November 30, 1983, and December 1, 1983
TIME: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., 12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. respectively
WEATHER : Cold, overcast with intermittent snow showers

Approximately 6 inches of snow on the ground

Company Officials: Mel Coonrod, Wendell Owen

State Official: Ken Wyatt

Enforcement Action: Termination of NOV's N83-5-2-2 No. 1, N83-5-8-3 No. 3,
N83-5-8-3 No. 1

Compliance with Permanent Performance Standards

771 et al permits

Applicable permits and approvals available for inspection included:

1. Interim approval via a letter from Ron Daniels dated September 20,
1979 with an effective date of March 7, 1979.

2. Final interim approval was granted by Jim Smith on March 20, 1981.

3. The scalehouse modification final approval was dated October 12, 1983
in a letter from Jim Smith.

4. The yet to be installed septic tank system was approved by Gerald
Storey of the Southeastern Utah Health District on November 11 s
1983. This approval is not final and is contingent upon a health
inspection and final approval of the system once installed and prior
to connection. This inspection and subsequent approval must be
secured prior to backfilling of the installed system.

5. The Bear Creek Canyon stream alteration #570 was approved by Dee
Hansen of the State Engineers Office for the Division of Water Rights
on November 8, 1983. This approval is for the 200 feet of culvert
installed just west of the scalehouse. One stipulation was included
in this approval which required sediment control measures to be
installed to prevent siltation of Huntington Creek.
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6. The topsoil stockpiles at the Bear Creek Canyon Mine area have all
been consolidated into one stockpile located northeast of the
scalehouse. This activity was approved in a letter from Ron Daniels
dated August 17, 1983.

UMC 817.11 Signs and Markers

The mine identification and sign was posted at the entrance to the mine

area. Perimeter markers were observable along the boundaries of the disturbed
area.

UMC 817.21-.25 Topsoil

The topsoil stockpiles have all been conglomerated into one pile now
located just northeast of the scalehouse. A topsoil sign was observed at the
crest of the stockpile. A berm serves to protect against overland flow and

loss of topsoil from runoff. The stockpile was hydromulched earlier in the
fall of 1983.

UMC 817.41-52 Hydrologic Balance

Although 6 to 10 inches of snow covers the entire mine site, the disturbed
area and undisturbed area berms and ditches appeared adequate enough to
terminate NOV N83-5-8-3 No. 3 at the upper pad areas.

Drainage and sediment controls at the scalehouse area were adequate. Snow
removal along the access road was discussed with Mr. Coonrod. It appears that
snow plow activity in this area adjacent to the catch basin south of the
scalehouse has a potential to block runoff from entering the disturbed area
ditch on the east side of the road and the catch basin on the west side of the
road. No runoff was occurring at the time of this inspection.

Mr. Coonrod agreed to maintain the snowbanks on both sides of the access
road to allow disturbed area runoff to flow into the appropriate ditches and
the catch basin. This would be accomplished by cutting a trench through the
snowbank thus allowing runoff to flow through the snowbank into the
appropriate areas. Failure to maintain these snowbanks in this manner could
result in enforcement action should runoff bypass the sediment controls.

UMC 817.52 Surface and Ground Water Monitoring

NPDES Permit # UT-0023612 was issued on March 22, 1982 with an effective
date of April 21, 1982. This pemmit expires December 31, 1986 and allows
discharge from the sediment pond into Bear Creek.

Water monitoring data was available for the past quarter. No compliance
problems were indicated from these data.
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UMC 817.111-.117 Revegetation

The newly combined topsoil stockpile, the downslopes of the coal storage
pad and several adjacent hillsides had all been seeded using hydromulch
techniques earlier this fall. The outcome of this revegetation attempt will
be assessed on subsequent inspections next season.

UMC 817. 150-.176 Roads

The main mine access road which has been subject to controversies for
quite sometime has still not been permitted. According to an August 25, 1983
Division Of 0il,Gas and Mining Board Order, a settlement was reached in which
all three violations included in NOV N83-1-2-3 were vacated as long as Co-op
would commit to the following:

1. Co-op shall obtain a permit on the upper portion of the haul road
within 90 days from August 25, 1983

2. Co-op shall maintain the lower portion of the haul road according to
the performance standards promulgated pursuant to section 40-10-1 et.
seq., UCA, as amended with enforcement of such standards to begin 90
days from written issuance of Emery County approval to proceed on the
improvements.

3. Failure to comply with this order shall result in a $750.00 per day
fine for each day thereafter that such noncompliance continues except
that for each day the Division is in receipt of any submittals
pursuant to achieving compliance with this order, one day shall be
added to the initial 90 day compliance period.

On August 8, 1983 Co-op Mining Company submitted a report to the Division
entitled "Co-op Bear Canyon Road'. This submittal would account for the
permitting to section #1 of the Board Order. To date, no review had occurred
by the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining technical staff, hence no permit has
been issued on the upper portion of the haul road.

Construction and upgrading of the lower section of the road as ordered by
section 2 of the Board order was finally approved by The Bureau of Land
Management and Fmery County on November 15, 1983. A letter from Mel Coonrod,
of Co-op Mining Company to the Division dated December 2, 1983 requests an
extension to the 90 day period beginning November 15, 1983. This extension
was requested due to the winter weather conditions present at the mine site

which are not conducive to road construction. No Division of 0il, Gas and
Mining response
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to this request had been issued. Ms. Barbara Roberts, Assistant to the

Attorney General was contacted and she stated that a response would probably
be forthcoming shortly.

Ken Wyatt

Field Specialist
KW:re

cc: Tom Ehmett, OSM
Wendell Owen, Co-op Mining Company
Joe Helfrich, DOGM
Mary Boucek, DOGM

Statistics:

See Des-Bee-Dove Mine memo dated December 19, 1983
Grant: ALE



