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March 15, 1984

Inspection Memo
to Coal File:
RE: Co-op Mining company
Bear Creek Canyon Mine
ACT/015/025, Folder # 7
Emery County, Utah

A partial inspection of Bear Creek Canyon Mine facilities was conducted by
Ken Wyatt on January 25, 1984. Mr. Mel Coonrod of Co-op Mining Company
accompanied this inspector. The weather was clear and cold at this time.

The purpose of this inspection was to follow up an alleged citizen
complaint that was received by Ron Daniels of the Division. Apparently a
citizen had called Mr. Daniels and explained that an oil spill had occurred at
the Co-op Mining Company. This person indicated that he had photographs
documenting this spill and would deliver these photos to the Division. Mr.
Daniels never received these photographs nor did he know the name of the
complaining citizen.

At the time of this inspection no oil spill was observed in the Bear Creek
Canyon Mine area. The only area that could potentially be called an oil spill
was in the vicinity of the stoker coal loading area. In this area oil is
mixed with stoker coal. A small amount of oil was observed on the ground in
this loading area. No problems were being caused by this activity.

Upon further questioning, Mr. Dennis White of Co-op indicated that someone
from Channel Four news had contacted them to do an interview concerning Co-op
supplying school districts with stoker coal for heating purposes. Mr. White
explained that upon arrival the Channel Four persomnel had discussed the
source of the oil used in stoker coal production in relation to toxicity to
people upon combustion. He further indicated that Eagle Supply Company
delivers the oil used for the production of stoker coal.

At the time of this inspection the disturbed area drainage on the
soutlwest corner of the coal stockpile pad needed better definition. Water
from this ditch was flowing across the pad toward the disturbed area
downspout. Work was conducted at this time to better define this ditch and
channel the disturbed area drainage into the culverted downspout.

The disturbed area inlets to the catch basin were adequately maintained
and functioning. Water was observed in the catch basin. No compliance
problems were encountered.

Ken Wyatt
Field Specialist
KW:re

cc: Tom Ehmett, OSM
Dianne Nielson, DOGM
Joe Helfrich, DOGM
Mary Boucek, DOGM

Statistics:

Vehicle: EX 49611, 586 miles

Per Diem: 1 person X 2 Days 11 hours = $112.82
Grant: ASE
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