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3.1 Ep_0PE

This part describes the action ard procedunes of Co-op Slin-

ing Compqr6r to satis$ the requirennnts for turdergr"owrd nin-

rrrg operutions and r.eclaration.

3.2 ST RFACE FACIIJTIES - DCTSIIM

The nine which existed at the prcposed site has been aband-

oned for over 30 yeare ard subsequently there is no evidence

of long existing facilities. . .

3,3 $Jnq,ACE.I'ACILXHES ; NE{
. '

Subsectlon J.3.1 ald 3.3.2 deaL exclrrsively with proposed

new facllities.

3. 3. I ELTE S4,FrrOT{ 4r{p, qfiIpAnArIgN 0L pROPpFm TCTLITrES

Plate 2-? is an overlayr of the new location of a'l'l sur-

face faciLities. In addition an accurgte deteffdJlation of

where eaeh facility ls ln reLation to the existing topograph-

lc ae well as etruetual f,ixtures euch as hLghuays,

3.3,2 PoRTALS

The I'line has J existirg portals

I n t a k e  p o r t a l  i s  p r o p o s e d  f o r

P l a t e  3 - 4 .  A p p e n d i x  3 - I . )

(fbn' Intate & BeIt). A fourth

B l t n d  C a n y o n  i n  1 9 8 6 .  ( S e e
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3,3.3 SI'RFACE BUILDn\IG AIVD STRUCflJRES

Tlre pnesent plan calls for the foil.odng strrreturesI

Sra{ace itnrctures wiIL consist of I a si:rgle building com-

plex contain5ng shops, parts rmrehouse ' bath house , ard

rdne officesl tmck scales, weigfnran offlee, earta]rer dwel-

l-ing, mine run coal neceiver bin, cnrshing ard sizing stnrc-

tune , tnrck load out bins, stoclpil-e tbrraers , and conveyors

to carry coal to storage and load out sitesl €tc.. A com-

plete list is in .f;ppendix 3. 3.4-A ard shown on Plate 2-2,

Detailed plans for each stnrcture rre attached in Addendwn

3.3.4-A Plans.

3.3.4 COAL HANDUTWSIORAGE AI{D IOADII.IG

CoaI calried Jbom the mine by conveyor belt to a neceiver

bin, eorryeyed to the sizing and cnrstr5ng plarrt, the lump r"e-

rnoved and diverted to the lwnp bin, the nest of the over

sized cnrshed, and the coal sized to rneet the various re-

quirements of the diffenent customers, then conveyed to the

tnrck loao eut bjns, or the stoclcpile area.

3.3,5 PO!.JXR STSTEVI IBA}ISMISSION TINES AT.ID S{JBSTATIOXS

Power wiIL be delivered by U.P. & L. ISunsnission Unes at

T2

o



A P P E N D I X  3 - I

BL IND CANYON INTAKE PORTAL



BL I  ND CANYON I  NTAKE PORTAL

I n  o n d e n  t o  f a c i  l i t a t e  a d e q u a t e  v e n t i t a t i o n  a c r o s s  t h e  w o r k i n g  f a c e

a s  m i n i n g  a d v a n c e s  f n o m  t h e  e x i s t i n g  i n t a k e  p o n t a l  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e

an  a  I  te rna t  i ve  escape  way ,  Co-Op t4  in  ing  regues ts  appnova  I  s  o f  the

B l i n d  C a n y o n  P o r t a l  a s  s h o w n  o n  P l a t e  3 - 4 .

T h i s  p o r t a l  c a n  b e  i m p l e m e n t e d  f r o m  w i t h i n  t h e  m i n e  b y  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f

s t a n d a n d  m i n i n g  m e t h o d o l o g y  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a  c 6 n t i n u o u s  m i n e n .

T h e  i n t a k e  a d i t  w i l f  s i m p l y  b e  e x t e n d e d  i o  a n  e x p o s e d  c o a l  o u t c n o p

i n  t h e  h e a d  o f  B l  i n d  C a n y o n .  T h e  o u t c n o p  p r e s e n t  l y  h a s  a  4  f o o t

ovenhang .  The  ovenhang  i s  made .  up  o f  an  over l y ing  sands tone  seam

of  approx imate ly  12  fee t .  The  coa l  be ing  o f  a  mone  enos ive  na tu re

t h a n  t h e  s a n d s t o n e  i s  i n c i s e d  i n t o  t h e  s l o p e .  T h e  t o e  o f  t h e  c o a l

ou tc rop  i s  composed  o f  b roken  ledge  nock  and  l i es  on  appnox imate ly

a  ?O% s lope .  The  na tu re  and  loca t  i on  o f  the  ou tc rop  p rec ludes  sun f  ace

access  by  any  means  o ther  than  foo t .  Due  to  th  i s ,  i  t  i s  su  i  t ab  le

fo r  an  escapeway  in  the  even t  o f  a  ca tas tnoph ic  c losune  o f  the  ex is t -

i ng  por ta  I  anea  and  i s  s tnong  l y  suppor ted  by  Co-Cp '  s  sa fe t  y  pe rsonne  I

a s  w e l l  a s  M . S . H . A .

The ponta l  w i  I  I  be  suppor ted  by  4 t t  s tee l  t t  I  r r  beams p l  aced on  5  |

c e n t e r s  f o r  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  2 5 t  i n t o  t h e  s o p e .  T h e  r o o f  w i l l  b e  b o l t e d

a n d  s h i e l d e d  a s  n e e d e d  w i t h  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  * "  p l a t e  a n d  c h a i n

l i n k  t o  m i n i m i z e  s l u f f i n g  o f  r o c k .  T h e  e n t n y  w i l l  b e  n e i n f o n c e d  a n d

c o v e r e d  w i t h  c h a i n  l i n k  a n d  p o s t e d  w i t h  a  " F l o  T n e s p a s s i n g r r  s i g n .

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a n  e s c a p e w a y  d o o r  i n s t a l l e d  w h i c h  w i l l  o n l y  a l l o w



a c c e s s  f r o m  w i t { ' r i n  t h e  m i n e .  T h e  c h a i n  l i n k  w i f l  p r e V e n t  a c c e s s  o f

p e o p t e  a s  w e l l  a s  l a r g e  a n i m a l s  v r h i c h  c o u l d  t h e o n e t i c a l l y  u t i f  i z e

t h e  p o n t a l  f o n  d e n n  i  n g .  (  S e e  a t t a c h e d  i  |  |  u s t r a t  i o n  )  .

S u r f a c e  d i s t u r b a n c e  w i l l  b e  m i n i m a l  d u e  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a  c o n t  i n u o u s

m i n i n g  m a c h i n e  p u l l i n g  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n t o  t h e  m i n e .  A n y  c o a l  d e b r ^ i s

w h i c h  m a y  c r u m b f  e  a n d  f a f  l  d o w n  t h e  s l o p e  w i l f  b e  r e t n i e v e d  b y

hand  to  wha tever  degnee  i s  reasonab  le .  I  t  i  s  i  mpor tan  t  to  no te  tha  t

due to the exposed nature of  the coa I  seam, there i  s  eroded coa I

pnesen t  I  y  on the s l  ope.  .

I t  i s  a n t  i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e c l a m a t  i o n  c a n  b e  a c c o m p l  i s h e d  f  r o m  w i t h i n

t h e  m i n e  b y  n e m o v i n g  a l l  m e t a l  s u p p o n t  s t n u c t u n e s  a n d  b y  u t  i l  i z i n g

a  D - 2  C l a s s  C n a w l e r  d o z e n  t o  p u s h  l a r g e  p a n e l s  o f  c o a l  i n t o  t h e

p o r t a l  f o n  a  m i n i m u m  d i s t a n c e  o f  4 0 ' ,  t h e n  i n s t a l l  a  s e a l  a s  p i c t u n e d

i n  C h a p t e n  3  S e c .  3 . 6 . 3 . 1  .  T h e  n a t u n a l  a p p e a n a n c e  o f  t h e  c a n y o n

w i l l  b e  n e - e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  o n l y  t h e  s e a l i n g  o f  t h e  p o r t a l  d u e  t o

the tota I  I  ack of  vegeta t  ion on an exposed seam .

M i n i m a l  a d v e r s e  i m p a c t s  a n e  a n t i c i p a t e d  t o  t h e  s u r n o u n d i n g  e n v i r o n -

m e n t .  S u n f  a c e  w a t e r  w i  |  |  n o t  e n t e r  t h e  m i n e  d u e  t o  t h e  o v e n h a n g  i n g

l e d g e  a n d  d i p  o f  t h e  c o a l  s e a m  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  A l s o ,  t h i s  i s  a  d r y

a r e a  o f  t h e  m i n e r  s o  n o  m i n e  w a t e n  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t o  b e  d i s c h a n g e d

f  rom the por ta |  .  I  f  water  wene to be encoun tened,  Co-Op wou I  d  take

w h a t e v e r  a c t i o n  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n t a i n  t h i s  w a t e r  w i t h i n  t h e  m i n e .

T h e n e  a n e  n o  n a p t o r  n e s t s  p r e s e n t  w i t h i n  a  h a l f  m i  l e  o f  t h e  p o n t a l



as  no ted  on  Co-Opf  s  mos t  necen t  nap to r  su rvey .

D u e  t o  t h e  i n t a k e  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  p o r t a l  a n d  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  f a n ,

n o  i n c r e a s e  i n  n o i s e  s h o u l d  b e  a n t i c i p a t e d  a f t e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  c o m -

p l e t e d .  V / o r k  w i l l  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  d u n i n g  t h e  w i n t e n  m o n t h s  s o  a s

n o t  t o  c n e a t e  d i s t u r b a n c e  d u r i n g  e l k  c a l v i n g  p e n i o d  o n  d e e r  f a w n i n g

p e n i o d s .  V e g e t a t i o n  a n d  f o n a g e  l o s s  i s  n o t  a n t  i c i p a t e d  d u e  t o  t h e

absence  o f  vege ta t ion  on  an  exposed  coa l  seam.
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