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March  29 ,  1985

Coa l  F i l e ,  I nspec t i on  and  En fo r cemen t  Fo Ide r

Dav i0  Lo f ,  M in i ng  F ie l d  Spec ia l i s t

Co -0p  M in ing  Company ,  Bea r  Canyon  M ine ,  ACT /015 /025 ,  Fo lde r
/ f  7 ,  Emery  Coun ty ,  U tah

p . f l l  .
coo l

Munson

Comp l i ance  l t l i t h  Pe rmanen t  Pe r fo rmance  S t l r nda rds

UMC 77L  e t  a l  Pe rm i t s

The fo l low ing  permi t  documents  were  xev iewed in  the  opera to rs  m ine
o f f i ce :

3 .

4 .

5 .

The opera to rs  in te r im approva l  l e t te r  f rom the  D iv is ion
da ted  March  2O,  1981 .

A  Sep tember  29 ,  L983  le t te r  f rom the  D iv is ion  approv ing
mater ia l s  submi t ted  fo r  the  aba tement  o f  No t i ce  o f
V io la t ion  N83-5 -  8 -7  ,  l t 7  o f  7  (  i ssued  f  o r  d ra inage  con t ro ls
on  the  upper  s to rage  pad)

F ina l -  approva l  o f  the  opera to r rs  Sca lehouse  mod i f i ca t ion
da ted  0c tober  L2 ,  L987  .

An  approva l  o rder  fo r  mod i f i ca t ions  to  Co-Opts  a i r
po l lu t ion  con t ro l  equ ipment  f rom Sta te  Hea l th  da ted
December  2O,  198 f  .

Approva l  f rom the  D iv is ion  fo r  the  recons t ruc t ion  o f
Sed iment  Pond  A  da ted  December  5 ,  1984 .  The  le t te r
requ i res  tha t  Co-0p  imp lement  the  p lans  fo r  pond
tecons t ruc t ion  on  o r  be fo re  June  1 ,  1985 .  The  le t te r  a l so
requ i res  Co-0p  to  con tac t  the  D iv i s ion  Inspec t ion  and
Enfo rcement  s ta f f  p r io r  to  the  onse t  o f  cons t ruc t ion
ac t i v i t i es .

UMC 8 I7 .11  S igns  and  Markers

The  mine  i c len t i f i ca t ion  s ign  v ras  pos ted  a t  the  permi t  a rea  boundary
as  shown in  the  opera to r  I  s  m j ,ne  permi t  app l i ca t ion  P la te  2 -L ,  d? ted
Apr i l  L3  ,  1984  r  €n t i t l ed  Permi t  A rea  Map.
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UMC 817 .21 - . 2 f  Topso i l

A  t opso i ]  s t ockp i l e  s i gn  was  p rope r l y
s tockp i l e .  The  s tockp i l e  was  I oca ted
house  f ac i l i t i e s  and  was  p ro tec ted  by

9MC B ]7 .41 - . 51  Hyd ro log i c  Ba lance

ro

pos ted  on  top  o f  the
eas t  o f  the  opera to r  I  s  sca le -
a  berm and  d i t ch .

Sca lehouse  Ca tch  Bas in No t i ce  o f  V ioLa t i on  N85 -4 -1 -2 l \z of 2

Th is  v io la t ion  was  i ssued  to  the  opera to r  on  February  25 ,  1985  fo r
fa i lu re  to  recons t ruc t  the  sca lehouse ca tch  bas in  in  accordance w i th
the i r  approved permi t .  The remedia l  ac t ion  requ i red  tha t  the
opexator  e i ther  recons t ruc t  the  ca tch  bas in  to  meet  the  approved
des ign  spec i f i ca t ions  or  submi t  the  mod i f i ca t ion  o f  the  approved
des ign  to  the  D iv is ion  fo r  approva l .  The t ime fo r  abatement  was
March  12 ,  1985 .

l lh i le  inspec t ing  and d iscuss ing  the  ca tch  bas in  w i th  Mr .  Munson we
made the  fo l low ing  observa t ions  in  regards  to  the  ca tch  bas in
cons t ruc t ion  in  add i t ion  to  the  prob lems uh ich  were  no ted  in  my
February  20 ,  1985 inspec t ion  memo.

o .  The  ca tch  bas in  t ras  cons t ruc ted  in  the  fLood  p la in  o f  Bear
Creek ,  the reby  eons t r i c t ing  s t ream f low dur ing  h igh  f lows .

push ing
the re
and
the

I  asked  Mr .  Owen what  they  were  p lann ing  on  do ing  in  regards  to
aba tement  o f  the  V io la t lon .  He  ind ica ted  to  me tha t  Mr .  Coonrod  had
apparen t l y  found  some documents  lnd ica t ing  tha t  Co-op  has  been
wa i t ing  fo r  rev iew o f  some add i t i ona l  i n fo rmat ion  p r io r  to  the
imp lementa t ion  o f  the  p lans .

Sca lehouse  Ca tch  Bas in  C ross  Cu l ve r t NOv  N85  -4 -8 -2 l f 2o f2

Dur ing  a  te lephone  conversa t ion  w i th  Me l  Coonrod  o f  Co-0p  Min ing
Company  on  Februaxy  25 ,  1985 ,  Mr .  Coonrod  ln fo rmed me tha t  the  c ross
cu l -ve r t  under  the  road  to  the  ca tch  bas in  was  par t ia l l y  b locked  w i th
ice .  He  asked  i f  i t  wou ld  be  a i .L  r igh t  to  d lve r t  the  d is tu rbed  a rea
runo f f  i n to  the  ad jacen t  und is tu rbed  d ive rs ion  wh i le  he  t r ied  to
c lear  the  i ce  f rom the  cu lve r t .  I  spec i f i ca l l y  to ld  Mr .  Coonrod  no t
to  d ive r t  the  d is tu rbed  a rea  runo f f  i n to  the  und is tu rbed  d ive rs ion .

b .  I t  appeared  tha t  the  embankment  was  cons t ruc ted  by
up  the  embankment  mate r ia l  w i th  a  dozer ,  the re fo re ,
v tas  ve ry  l i t t l e  i f  any  compac t ion  o f  the  embankment
some very  la rge  (3 ,  +  )  rocks  were  incorpora ted  in to
embankment .
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I  exp la ineo  to  h im tha t  one  o f  the  bes t  th ings  tha t  he  cou ld  do  to
t ry  and  c lear  the  i ce  f rom the  c ross  cu lve r t  was  to  a l low the  wate r
to  con t inue  to  run  th rough  the  cu lve r t .  I  to ld  h im to  t r y  to  open
up  the  cu lve r t ,  and  to  p lace  s t rawba les  and  s i l t fence  in  the
und is tu rbed  d ive rs ion  be low the  cu lve r t  i n le t  j  us t  i n  case  some
d is tu rbed  a rea  runo f f  happened  to  bypass  the  cu tve r t .  He  sa id  tha t
he  had  ins ta l led  s t rawba les  and  s i l t  fence  a l ready ,  and  tha t  he  was
go ing  to  t  r y  and  thaw the  i ce  us ing  a  sa lamander  .

0n  February  27 ,  1985 ,  OSM,  Inspec to r  F rank  A tenc io ,  ca l led  me f rom
Pr ice  and  in fo rmed me tha t  Mr .  Coonrod  had  b reached  the  berm and
d i rec teo  the  d is tu rbed  a rea  runo f f  i n to  the  und ls tu rbed  d ive rs ion
and  was  pass ing  i t  th rough  a  s i l t fence  and  s rawba le .  Because  o f
th i s r  the  D iv i s ion  rece ived  Ten-Day  Not i ce  X-85-0?-13L-OZ (TDN)  on
March  4 ,  1985 .

A t  the  t ime o f  th i s  inspec t ion  the  cu lve r t  i n le t  was  appxox imate ly
85% b locked  w i th  i ce .  I  to ld  Mr .  0wen tha t  they  needed  to  c lea r
the  cu lve r t  i n le t .  In  add i t i on  I  to ld  h im tha t  they  shouLd  c lean
the  in le t  and  ou t le t  o f  the  cu lve r t  a f te r  each  snowsto rm.

Mr .  Munson  and  I  i nspgc ted  the  s t rawba les  and  s i l t  fence  wh ich  the
opera to r  had  p laced  in  the  und is tu rbed  d ive rs ion  to  t rea t  the
d is tu rbecJ  a rea  runo f  f  f  rom the  sca lehouse  a rea .  l r l e  cou ld  see  under
th  s i l t f ence  and  we cou ld  a lso  see  where  runo f f  had  gone  a round  the
s i i t fence .  I t  was  a lso  apparen t  where  runo f f  had  gone  a round  the
s t rawbaLe.  I t  r ' {as  obv ious  tha t  the  s i l t fence  and  s t rawba le  wou ld
no t  have  t rea ted  the  d is tu rbed  a rea  runo f f  wha tsoever .

E lecause  the  cu lve r t  i n le t  was  no t  p roper l y
V io la t ion  N85-  4 -B-2 ,  t tT  o f  Z  v las  i ssued ,  i t

Na tu re  o f  the  V io la t ion :

main ta i ned ,  No t i ce  o f
r eads  as  f o l l ows :

Fa i lu re  to  ma in ta in  sed iment  con t ro ls  in  such  a  manner  as
to  p reven t  add i t i ona l  con t r ibu t ions  o f  suspended  so l ids  to
s t ream f low o r  runo f f  ou ts ioe  the  permi t  a rea .

Prov is ion  o f  the  Regu la t ions ,  Ac t  o r  perm+t  v io la ted

UMC 8 I7 .45

Por t ion  o f  the  0pera t ion  to  Wh ich  Not i ce l i e s

The c ross  cu lve r t  to  the  scaLehouse  ca tch  bas in  (  Sed iment
Pond  B) .
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Remsd ia l  Ac t ion  Requ i red

Main ta i -n  the  cu lve r t  so
10  year ,  24  hour  even t

T ime fo r  Aba tement

ro

tha t  i t  can  pass  the  runo f f  f rom a
as  des igned .

coa l -  s to rage
by  i ce .  I

tha t  rep lac ing
e l im ina te  the

the i r  ex is t ing

March  21 ,  1985  a t  5 :00  p .m.

The  v io la t ion  t |as  i ssued  f rom the  D iv is ion  o f f i ces  on  March  !2 ,  1985 .

Sca fehouse  Area  Und is tu rbed  D ivers ion

The opera to r  had  xecen t l y  ma in ta ined  t l re  berm and  und is tu rbed
d ive rs ion  on  the  eas t  s ide  o f  the  sca lehouse  a rea  as  reques ted
dur ing  my February  7  ,  I9B5  inspec t ion .

Cu lver t  t tZ  t )

The  downspou t  fo r  the  d is tu rbed  a rea  runo f f  f rom the
yard  down to  the  shop  pad  was  s t i l l  pax t ia l l y  b locked
d iscussed  th is  p rob lem w i th  Mr .  Munson  and  v re  agxeed
the  cu lve r t  w i th  an  open  r ip rap  d i t ch  wou ld  p robab ly
p robLems.  The  opera to r  shou ld  submi t  p lans  to  mod i fy
s t ruc tu re .

60  Ineh  Cu lver t  T rash  Rack

Mr .  Munson  and  I  i nsDec ted  the  in le t  to  the  50  inch  cu lve r t  wh ich
conveys  Bear  Creek  under  the  hau l  road .  l {e  d iscussed  the
poss ib i l i t y  o f  i ns ta l l i ng  a  t rash  rack  ups t ream o f  the  p resen t
cu lve r t  i n le t .  l {e  agreed  tha t  a  good  loca t ion  fo r  the  t rash  rack
uou ld  be  a t  a  po in t  approx imate l -y  l -25  to  150 fee t  ups t ream o f  the
inLe t  v rhere  the  s t ream channe l  i s  somewhat  res t r i c ted .  The  opera to r
shou ld  submi t  p lans  fo r  the  t rash  rack  to  the  D iv i s ion  fo r  approva l .

Fue l  S torage Tank

Dur ing  my February  inspec t ion ,  I  asked  Mr .  Coonrod  why  a  berm had
no t  been  cons txuc ted  a round  the  fue l  s to rage  tank .  A t  tha t  t ime  he
ind ica ted  to  me tha t  they  had mod i f ied  the i r  p lans  to  a l low any  fue l
wh ich  leaked f rom the  s to rage tanks  to  go  to  Sed iment  Pond A.
Fo l low ing  my inspec t ion ,  I  ca l led  Mr .  S teve  McNea l  o f  the  Bureau  o f
l la te r  Po l . lu t ion  cont ro l .  Mr .  McNeaI  in fo rmed me tha t  they  wou ld
normal ly  requ i re  a  berm to  be  cons t ruc ted  around fue l  s to rage tanks
ra ther  than d i rec t ing  i t  to  a  sed iment  pond un less  there  Yere
unusua l  c i rcumstances  prevent ing  an  adequate  berm.

I  d iscussed th is  mat te r  v i th  Mr .  Munson and Mr .  ouen a t  the  t ime o f
the  inspec t ion .  | |h iLe  fook ing  a t  th is  a rea  we found tha t  i t  rou ld
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be  poss ib l e  t o  i ns ta l l  a  be rm  a round  t he
obs t ruc t i ng  t he  d i ve rs i on  d i t ch / road  t o
seemed  to  be  ag reeab le  t o  i ns ta l l i ng  t he

Sed imen t  Pond  A  I n l e t  D i t ch

to

s t ,o rage  tanks  w i thou t
Sed iment  Pond  A .  Mr .  Owen

berm.

The opera tor  had main ta ined the  in le t  d i tch  (D-5-D)  to  sed iment  Pond
A as  reques ted  dur ing  my February  7 ,  !985 inspec t ion .

Crusher  Pad Dra inage Cont roLs

I  d iscussed the  ice  bu i ld  up  prob lem on the  south  end o f  the  c rusher
pad and the  d is tu rbed area  runof f  cu lver t  ln le t  w i th  Mr .  Munson and
Mr .  owen.  v le  d iscussed  the  need  to  conso l ida te  the  f low and  s teepen
the  grade o f  the  c rusher  pad to  p revent  water  f rom pond ing  on  the
pad and ic ing  up ,  and the  need to  ins ta l l  a  headwal l  a t  the  cu lver t
in le t .  In le t  con t ro ls  fo r  the  cu lve r t  were  a lmos t  nonex is ten t  a t
the  t ime o f  the  inspec t ion .  There  was  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  e ros ion  on
the  downs lope  f rom the  c rusher  pad  down to  the  coa l  pad .

Cu l -ver t  Downspouts

I  po in ted  ou t  the  cuLver ts  to  Mr .  Munson ,  wh ich  I  had  sugges ted  tha t
Mr .  Coonrod  ins ta l l  downspou ts  on .  The  cu lve r ts  d iscussed  v re re
pr imar i l y  those  cuJ .ver ts  fo r  bo th  d is tu rbed  and  und is tu rbed  runo f f
under  the  por ta l / fan  / subs ta t ion  oad  and  the  por ta l  access  road .

Substa t ion  Area

There  was some water  pond ing  on  the  road be tween the  upper  s to rage
pad  and  the  subs ta t ion .  I  asked  Mr .owen to  have  th is  a rea  g raded
so tha t  the  water  u i l l  no t  pond on  the  road.

UMC 81.7 .52  Sur face  and Groundwater  Mon i to r ing

The opera tor  cur ren t ly  ho lds  NPDES permi t  *UI  -OO2t6 I2  da ted  March
2t ,  1982 wh ich  exp i res  December  7 I ,  L986.  Sur face  ra te r  mon i to r ing
da ta  was  ava i labLe  th rough  January  1985 .  There  were  no  apparen t
prob l .ems | { i th  the  mon i to r ing  da ta  wh ich  was rev iewed.

UMC 817 .181  Suppor t  Fac i l . i t i es  and  Ut i l i t i es  Ins ta l , l a t ions

Upper  S to lage  Pad ,  NoV N85-4- r -2 ,  # l  o f  2

0n  February  25  7985 ,  Co-op  rvas  i ssued  a  v io la t ion  fo r  conduc t ing
underg round  coa l  mLn ing  ac t i v i t i es  on  the  upper  s to rage  pad  w i thou t
D iv is ion  approva l .  The  remed ia l  ac t ion  requ i red  tha t  the  opera to r
remove a l l  mater ia ls  f rom the  area  and no t  use  the  area  un t i f
approved by  the  D iv is ion .  The t lme fo r  abatement  was March  12 ,  1985.
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At  the  t ime o f  th i s  inspec t ion  the  opera to r  had  no t  removed  any  o f
the  mater ia ls  f rom the  upper  s to rage pad and there  t ras  no  reason t rhy
the  mate r ia l s  couLd  no t  be  xemoved because  the  access  road  to  the
por taL  deck  was  d ry .

V ih i fe  d iscuss ing  the  mat te r  w i th  Mr .  Owen,  he  shoyed me a  September
29,  L98t  Le t te r  f rom the  D iv ls ion  wh ich  s ta ted  tha t  the  D iv ls ion  had
rev iewed mater ia ls  submi t ted  fo r  the  abatement  o f  Not ice  o f
V io la t ion  N8t -5 -8- r ,  # t  o f  3  ( i ssued fo r  d ra inage cont ro ls  on  the
upper  s to rage pad)  and had found the  mater ia l  to  be  adequate  and in
conp l ianee  w i th  the  regu ta t ions .  The  le t te r  wen t  on  to  say
r rapprova l  i s  he reby  g ran ted  to  con t inue  opera t ions  in  these
oescr ibed  a reas  in  accordance  w l th  p rac t i ces  and  p rocedures
es tab l i shed  in  UCA 1953 ,  T i t l e  40-8  and  regu la t ions  per ta in ing  to
sur face  e f fec ts  o f  underg round  min ing  ac t i v i t i es  (UMC 700-944)
promul -ga ted  under  T i tLe  40-10-L ,  UCA 1 .979.n

Mr .  Owen to ld  me tha t  he  fe l t  they  were  gran ted  approva l  to  use  the
upper  s to rage pad.  l  to ld  Mr .  owen tha t  I  cou ld  no t  be  sure  o f
exac t ly  what  had been approved and tha t  I  wou ld  have to  re fe r  back
to  the  submi t ta l .s  re fe renced in  the  le t te r  to  see exac t ly  what  the
opera tor  had submi t ted  and what  t fas  approved.  I  d id  no t  ind ica te  to
Mr .  Owen a t  tha t  t ime tha t  I  was  e i ther  go ing  to  vacate  or  mod i fy
the  Not ice  o f  V io la t ion  in  any  fo rm.

01d  H iav la tha  Seam Po r ta I NOv N85 -4 -8 -2 I tL of  2

Dur ing  the  inspec t ion  I  found  tha t  the  opera to r  had  cons t ruc ted  a
new pad  severaL  hundred  fee t  square  in  the  d is tu rbed  d ra inage  be low
the  fan  por ta l .  f i hen  I  asked  Mr .  0wen what  the  new d is tu rbance  was
for ,  he  sa id  tha t  they  had gone up  there  to  work  on  the  dra inage
f rom the  uppe!  pad and to  es tab l i sh  a  bench so  tha t  they  cou ld
access  the  lower  seam (H iawatha Seam)  in  o rder  to  map some o1d mine
work ings .  Mr .  Owen went  on  to  exp la in  tha t  wh i le  they  were  d r i l l i ng
a  gxounduater  mon i to r ing  hoLe near  the  fan  por ta l  they  go t  to  the
leve l  o f  the  H iauatha  seam and the  dr i l l  d ropped about  e igh t  fee t .
Th is  led  them to  be f ieve  tha t  there  re re  o Id  mine  work ings  in  the
Iower  seam which  they  had no t  been aware  o f  and they  needed to  map
the  ex ten t  o f  the  o Id  work ings  fo r  sa fe ty  purposes .  Mr .Owen sa id
tha t  they  had  chosen  tha t  loca t ion  to  en te r  the  o ld  wo lk ings ,
because tha t  was  the  most  l i ke ly  p lace  fo r  the  loca t ion  o f  an  o . Id
pox ta l  due  to  the  c loseness  o f  the  coa l  ou tc rop  and  the  s t ruc tu re  o f
the  over lay ing  geo log ica l  matex ia l .

Because there  ue le  no  mod i f i ca t ion  p lans  nor  approva ls  fo r  th is  new
c i is tu rbance,  Not ice  o f  V io la t lon  N85-4-8-2 ,  #1  o f  2  was issued,  I t
reads  as  fo l l ows :
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A.  Immed ia te ly

B .  March  27  ,  1985  a t  5  :00

I C

cc :  Donna  Gr i f f i n ,  0SM
MeI  Coon rod ,  Co -op  M in ing
Joe  He I f  r i - ch ,  DOGM
Tom Munson ,  DOGM
John  Wh i t ehead ,  D0GM

Sta t i s t i c s :  See  Ka i se r  S tee I
da ted  March  28 ,

0 r65Q-35 -4L

Nature  o f  the  V io la t i -on

Conduc t ing  underg round  min ing  ac t i v i t i es  w i thou t  D iv i s ion
approva l .

P rov is ion  o f  the  Regu la t ion ,  Ac t  o r  Permi t  V io la ted

ucA 40-10-9
UMC 77L .L9

Por t ion  o f  the  Opera t ion .  to  l i l h i ch  No t i ce  App l ies

New pad  deve l -oped  fo r  access  to  the  o ld  works  in  the  H iawatha
sgam.

Remed ia l  Ac  t i on  Requ i red

A.  0ease  a l l  ac t i v i t i es  on  the  nerv  pad  and  s lopes  a f fec ted  by
the  pad  deve lopment .

B .  Submi t  comp le te  p lans  to  the  D iv i s ion  fo r  the  approva l  o f
the  pad  deve lopement .

T ime fo r  Aba tement

lo

p.m.

Compan y

Corpora t ion ,  Sunnys ide  Mine  memo
19 85


