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CoaI  F i1e ,  Inspec t ion  and  En fo rcement  Fo lder
- _ l J -

Dav id  Lo f  ,  M in ing  F ie rd  spec ia r is .  . t l -  
{ /28 /8{

Co-0p  Min ing  Companvr  Bear  Canyon  Mine ,  ACT/OI5 /025r  Fo Ider
/ f  7 ,  Emery  County ,  U tah

A pa r t i a l  i n spec t i on  was  conduc ted  a t  t he  above  men t i oned  m j . ne  s i t e
on  May  B ,  1985 .

H iawa tha  Seam Po r ta l NOv NB5 -4 -8 -2 l lL  o f  2

Thls  v ioLat ion  was issued on  March  L2 ,  1985,  fo r  the  deve lopment  o f
a  pad fo r  access  to  the  H iawatha seam.  The opera tor  was  requ i red  to
cease a I I  ac t i v i t ies  on  the  pad and s lopes  a f fec ted  by  the  pad
deve lopment ,  immedia te ly .  Ih  add i t ion ,  the  opera tor  Yras  requ i red  to
submi t  compLete  pLans to  the  D lv is ion  fo r  approva l .  o f  the  pad
deve lopment  by  March  27 ,  1985.

0n  Apr i l  f ,  f985  the  D iv i s ion  rece ived  p lans  fo r  the  opera to rs
proposed  deveLopment  o f  the  H iawatha  seam pad .  0n  Apr i l  2 t ,  1985
the  D iv is ion  sen t  the  opera to r  a  le t te r  d i rec t ing  the  opera to r  no t
to  p loceed  w i th  any  add i t i ona l .  ac t i v i t y  in  the  H iawatha  seam excep t
fo r ;  sea l . i ng  the  por ta l ,  reg rad ing  the  pad  a rea  to  the  approx imate
or ig ina l  con tour ,  and  reseed ing  the  a rea  by  May  17 ,  1985 .

A t  the  t ime o f  th i s  inspec t ion ,  I  i nspec ted  the  H iawatha  seam pac l
and  por ta l .  The  pad  i t se l f  i s 'no t  ve ry  la rge ,  i t  i s  l ess  than  1000
squa le  fee t  in  a rea .  Excess j .ve  eros ion  has  occur ted  on  the
dot ins lope f i l l  due  to  the  mine  water  d ischarge assoc ia ted  w i th  NOV
N85-4-1r -1  .  In  a  p rev ious  inspec t ion  memo,  I  had s ta ted  tha t  there
was an  eLec t r i ca l  cab le  go ing  in to  the  por ta l .  Upon c loser
inspec t ion  o f  the  ' cab le ' i  I  iound tha t  i t  i s  apparent ly  some sor t  o f
water  hose.  The ac tuaL por ta l .  open ing  is  no t  very  la rge  pe lhaps  one
and  a  ha l f  by  f i ve  fee t .  CooL  a i r  was  con ing  ou t  o f  the  por ta l  and
l  cou ld  hear  water  c l r ipp ing  in to  a  poo l  o f  water  ins ide  the  por ta l .
There  was no  ac t iv i t y  t l k ing  p lace  in  the  H iawatha seam a t  the  t lme
of  my  inspec t ion .

I  d i scussed  the  rock  s lope  down to  the  H iawatha  seam and  deve lopment
o f  the  H iawatha  seam w i th  t r to  MSHA lnspec to rs ,  t vho  we le  on  s i te  a t
the  t ime o f  my  inspec t ion .  They  ind ica ted  tha t  the  work  on  the  rock
s lope  had  s ta i ted  i round  the  be l inn ing  o f  the  new year .  They  sa id
tha t  the  opera to r  had  in te rcep tad  the  o1d  works  and  b roken  ou t  the
por ta l  fo r  ven t i l a t ion  purposes .  They  sa id  tha t  the  opera to r  has
no t  conduc ted  any  ac t i v i t i es  w i th ln  the  H iawatha  seam proper ,  ano
tha t  the  o1d  works  in  the  H iawatha  seam are  no t  ve ry  ex tens ive .

I  in fo rmed the  MSHA inspec tors  o f  the  D iv is ion 's  Apx i l  2 t ,  L985
Ie t te r  to  the  opera tor  requ i r ing  the  sea l ing  o f  the  por ta l  .  In
add i t ion ,  I  to lb  them tha t  co-op  OiO not  have a  permi t ,  o r  approva l
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f rom the  D iv is ion ,  to  conduct  any  min ing  ou ts ide  the  Bear  canyon
seam proper .  l ih ich  means tha t  they  shou ld  no t  per fo rm any  wo l l (  on
the  xock  s lope nor  in  the  H iawatha seam.

Mine l la te r  D ischarge,  NoV N85-4-1r - l

Th is  v io la t ion  was  i ssued  on  Apr i l  2 t ,  L985  fo r  the  opera to rs
d ischarg ing  o f  m ine  u ra tex  to  the  sed iment  pond  w l thou t  approva l .
The  ope ia to r  was  requ i red  to  s top  d ischarg ing  wate r  f rom the  mine
immed ia te ly  and  to  submi t  comp le te  p lans  to  the  D iv i s ion  fo r  the
permi t t ing  o f  mine  va ter  d ischarge to  the  sur face .  P lans  were  due
May 8 ,  1985 .

Dur ing  an  inspec t ion  conducted  on  Apr i l  tO,  L985,  I  found tha t  water
was s t i l l  d lscharg ing  f rom the  mine  a t  approx imate ly  5  ga l lons  per
minute .  0n  May 2 ,  1985,  Cessat ion  Order  C85-4-4-1  was issued fo r
the  opera tors  ia i iu re  t6  abate  Not ice  o f  V io la t ion  N85-4- I3 -1  .  The
opexa to r  ras  requ i red  to  comp ly  w i th  the  remed ia l  ac t lons  in  the  NoV
(Par t  A )  immed ia te ly .

0n  May  t ,  L985 ,  I  rece ived  a  phone  ca l . l  f rom Me1 Coonrodr  o f  Co-0p
Min ing  company,  in fo rming  me tha t  the  mine  v {a te r  d ischarge had been
d isconnected ,  th is  conve isa t ion  u tas  fo l lowed up  w i th  a  le t te r  f rom
the  opera to r  rece ived  May  9 ,  1985 .  A t  the  t ime o f  my  inspec t ion '
there  v ras  no  d ischa lge  f rom the  mine  water  p ipe .  There forer  the
cessat ion  Order  uas  te rmina ted ,  e f fec t i ve  May f ,  1985r  the  da te
wh ich  Mr .  Coonrod ca lLed to  in fo rm me tha t  the  mine  water  d ischarge
had been d lsconnected .

0n  May  5 ,  1985 ,  the  D iv i s ion  rece ived  a  le t te r  f rom the  opera to r
s ta t ing  tha t  the  wa te r ,  wh ich  t  had  i ssued  the  NOV onr  v ras  sp r ing
wate r  ih i ch  co -Op had  ieques ted  a  v {a te r  r igh t  fo r ,  and  w i l l  be  us ing
I ' in  con junc t lon  tv i th  min ing  i r r iga t ion  and cu l inary  purposes .  r r  The
le t te r  *en t  on  to  say  tha t  i f  mo ie  de ta i led  p lans  were  requ i red  tha t
Co-op wou ld  reques t  an  ex tens ion  o f  30  days  a t  wh ich  t ime the  p lans
lvoutd  be  submi t ted  in  the i r  Techn ica l  Ana lys is  response.  The
Div is ion  has  gran ted  the  opera tor  the  th i r ty  day  ex tens ion  un t i l
June 8 ,  1985 to  submi t  cornp le te  p lans  to  the  D iv is ion  fo r  the
permi t t ing  o f  the  mine  water  d ischarge to  the  sur face .
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Mine  lden t i f i ca t ion  S lgn

The mine ident i f i ca t ion  s ign  yas  proper ly  pos ted  a t  the  b lue  ga te  as
!equ i red .

re
cc :  Donna  Gr i f f i n ,  oSM

Mel  Coonrod,  Co-op Min ing  Company
Joe  He l f r i ch ,  DoGM
John V lh i tehead,  D0GM

Sta t i s t i cs :
Veh icLe :  EX 4961 I ,  498  mi les
Per  D iem:  1  person  X  2  days  4  I /2  hours  =  $95 .90
Gran t :  A&E
9243Q-22-24


