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July 10, 1985

TO: Coal File, Inspection and Enforcement Folder
FROM:  David Lof, Mining Field Specialist@
RE: Co-Op Mining Company, Bear Canyon Mine, ACT/015/025, Folder

#7, Emery County, Utah

On June 20, 1985, I conducted a partial 1nspe§tlon.§t t?eiﬁ?gzﬁed
mentioned mine site. Prior to going on ghe mine si e%hat fromm
Mel Coonrod and Nate Atwood of Co-op Mining Compggy’Hiawatha g
going to inspect the backfilling and grading Ofld e oapany me an
portal. Neither Mr. Coonrod norkMg. At:goghggﬁ inagg tge Y ome

i i however, they asked me 0
Egﬁyégsgggiéoﬂéuse upon’arrizal. I told Mr. Coonrod that if I had

any problems at the mine site, that I would contact him or Mr.
Atwood.

Hiawatha Seam Portal, NOV N85-4-8-2, #1 of 2

This violation was issued on March 12, 1985 for the development of a
pad for access to the Hiawatha seam. The operator was required to
cease all activities on the pad and slopes affected by the pad
development immediately. 1In addition, the operator was required to

submit complete plans to the Division for approval of the pad
development on March 27, 1985,

On April 1,1985, the Division recei
pProposed development of the Hiawath
the Division sent a letter directin
with any activity in the Hiawatha s
portal, regrading the area to the
reseeding the area by May 17, 1985

ved plans for the operator's

a seam pad. On April 23, 1985,
g the operator not to proceed
eam except for; sealing the
approximate original contour, and

On May 14,\1985, the Division sent a letter to the
the time schedule for the o

deadlines were as follows:
A. Seal the portal entry by May 17, 1985.

B. Regrade the area to the approximate original contour, and
mulch and tackify the area by June 10, 1985,

C. Seed the area between September 15, 1985 and
October 15, 1985,

At the time of my May 31, 1985 inspection, I found that the operator
had sealed the portal entrance with concrete blocks and mortar. I
discussed this seal with Mr. Coonrod and Mr. Atwood, who said they
had constructed the wall two blocks thick and keyed it into the rib
and floor of the portal as per the portal sealing plans in Co-op's

MRP on page 3-87 and 3-88. However, they had to place the seal very
near the face of the portal entrance because of how the Hiawatha
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seam had previously been developed. They thought Fhat th:hsei;mgagf
been inspected by MSHA and the MSHA inspector on site at i 10

the sealing was John Turner. I spoke with Mr. Turner on Ju yI ;ked
1985 and he told me that he had not inspected the seal yet. ! a ?
him to contact me as soon as he completes his inspection of the seal.

At the time of this inspection, I found that the operator had .
apparently cut down the road between the fan anq upper storage.pa ]
inorder to obtain borrow material for the bagkfllllng and grading o}
the portal pad. Then they pushed this material over the downs gpe,
across from the fan, to try and cover over the Hlawatha.seam pﬁ Eh
Some of the larger rocks and boulders in the.materlal did reﬁc e
pad, however, most of the smaller fine materla%s stayed onttde bes
downslope to the pad. A small fill paq extension was created acr
from the fan by the operators doing this. The operator then
hydromulched and seeded the entire area.

I called Mr. Coonrod later that evening at his home and d%scussed
the area with him. He said that they had tried to push fill
material created by the construction of the pad, back up into the
cut however, it was too loose and the bull dozer could not safely
push it up. 1In addition, he said that they had considered using a
drag line but the one they had checked on was too small.

I informed Mr. Coonrod that I would probably ask Technical Staff
members to make a site visit to look at the Hiawatha seam portal pad

area to determine whether or not what the operator had done was
adequate.

Mine Water Discharge, NOV N85-4-13-]

This violation was issued on April 23, 1985 for the operator's
discharging of mine water to the sediment pond without approval.
The operator was required to stop discharging water from the mine
immediately and to submit complete plans to the Division for the
permitting of mine water discharge to the surface by June 8, 1985.

Information regarding abatement of this violation was submitted with
the operators hydrologic section of their TA response on June

18, 1985. This information is currently being reviewed by the
Technical Staff.

New Truck Loading Facilities, NOV N85-4-18-1

On May 31, 1985, the above mentioned violation was issued for the
operators initiation of construction activities for their new truck
loading facilities and stacking tube without Division approval. The
NOV required them to cease all construction activities associated
with the new stacking tube immediately.

On June 11, 1985, the Division completed the review of the
modification and approved the proposed truck loadout facility.
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i i i tractor was on site
At the time of my 1nspect10@, the con ]
constructing on the foundation for the stacking tube.

Buffer Zone Signs

I noticed that the operator had recently installed bu{feiaég;:nilg?s
along Bear Creek, as previously requested. The actual p

the buffer zone signs will be inspected more closely during my next
monthly inspection.

Fugitive Dust

i i i I discussed with
During my telephone conversation with Mr. Coonrod
hgm tﬁe %eed tg increase the amount of waterlng on the rqadstanghthe
need to apply a dust sSuppresant such as Magnesium chloride to e
road surface to control fugitive dust. I also told him that they

need to control fugitive dust on the coal storage pad more
effectively.

Class II Road to the Portal Pad

At the time of this inspection, I found that the Class II road to
the portal pad was poorly maintained. The road base and grading of
the road need to be maintained as well as the diversion ditch on the

inside of the road. I discussed the need to upgrade'the Class II
road with Mr. Coonrod during our teleph

told him that I would speak with Divisiog
find out exactly what could be done.

re

cc: Donna Griffin, OSM

Mel Coonrod, Co-op Mining Company
Joe Helfrich, DOGM

John Whitehead, DOGM

Statistics: See Kaiser Steel C

orporation, Sunnyside Mine, dated
July 10, 1985
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