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| k )‘ STATE OF UTAH Norman H. Bangerter, Governor

NATURAL RESOURCES Dee C. Hansen, Executive Director
Oil, Gas & Mining Dianne R. Nielson, Ph.D., Division Director

355 W. North Temple « 3 Triad Center - Suite 350 « Sait Lake City, UT 84180-1203 - 801-538-5340

February 26, 1985

1 CERTIFIED RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
| P 402 457 382

Mr. Mel Coonrod

Co-op Mining Company
P.0. Box 1245
Huntington, Utah 84528

Dear Mr. Coonrod:

RE: Notice of Violati =4=3-2, Co-op Mining Company, Bear
Canyon Mine, AEX/015/025, Polder #7, Emery County, Utah
\.___-_____{ < .
Please find enclosed the above mentioned document. Please note that
the time for abatement is March 12, 1985. An extension of the time
for abatement of this violation will only be granted upon receipt of

a written request for extension prior to the abatement deadline.
Said extension must be substantiated.

Should you have any questions concerning this letter or the enclo§ed
| notices, please do not hesitate to call myself or Joseph C. Helfrich,

Field Supervisor.
/// \ S S
A K
O Y s

David Lof /
Mining Field Spedfalist

re

Enclosures:

cc: D. Griffin, OSM
J. Helfrich, DOGM

0072Q-61

an equal opportunity employer
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STATE OF UTAH
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION OF OIL, GAS & MlNING
‘ 1588 West North Temple

} DOGMINOV-1
f
13

, Salt Lake City, Utah 84116 o ‘
'k Telephone (801) 533-5771 R '» o R »‘
~ NOTICE OF VIOLATION NO.N 85-4-3-2.

From the STATE OF UTAH ;
To the Following Permittee or Operator:

NAME - IASTYN] D,

“MINE — DSURFACE ~ JHUNDERGROUND = 0 OTHER
CATEGORY OF OWNERSHIP: ~ [J STATE [J FEDERAL DOFEE. "D MIXED ;
OSM MINE NO. _ —_,— STATE PERMIT NO. _ _MSHA L.D. NO. _
COUNTY AND STATE . m s R TEL{EPHQN‘E‘

‘MAILING ADDRESS: ‘ BAS28

DATE OF INSPECTION ruz. T . : o o Y
TIME OF INSPECTION: FROM R:00 _Damto SN é__QQ____D am’ .
: o ‘ I ﬁpm-_'

|~ NAMEOF OPERATOR(if otherthan permmee) i
~ ‘ MAILING ADDRESS: S

; Under the authonty of the Utah Coal Mlnlng and Reclamatton Act of 1979 (Sec 40-10-1 et seq Utah
4 Code Annotated, 1953), the undersigned authorized representative of the Director and the Division of Oil, "
' ' Gas & Mining has conducted an inspection of. the above mine on the above date and has found violation(s)
of the Act, the regulatlons or required permit condmon(s) listed in the attachment(s) Thls Notnce oonstl-
tutes a separate Notice of Vlolatlon for each violation listed. G e L e

‘You must abate each of these wolations wuthm the desrgnated abatement tlme You are responsible
for doing all work in a safe and workmanlike manner. - « , ‘o R

- The undersigned representative finds that cessation of mlmng is D is not ﬂ expressty oriin .
: practical effect required by this Notice. For this purpose “Mining” means extractmg coal from the earth or
i R a waste pile and transporting it within or from the minesite. S » s

This Notice shall remain in effect until it expires as provided on the reverse or is modlfled termmated
or vacated by written notice of an authorized representative of the Director of the Division of Oil, Gas &
Mining. The time for abatement may be extended by the authorized representative for good cause, if a

- request is made within a reasonable time before the end of abatement perlod /

Date of Service W 4
SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENFATIVE
. : #‘J
Time of Sewice ; " 4 5 0O am. —jA\) 1D Loﬁ ’

B p.m. NAME AND 1. D. NO.

Person Servied wtth Notice ,f//ﬂ (77 /4 . 4&///‘?@

PRINT NAME AND TITLE

Signature —MQMJJ-'A‘(!{

IMPORTANT — PLEASE READ REVERSE OF THIS PAGE
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B ST -ZO
- STATE OF UTAH

Notice of Violation No, N_zef)':“ 4-2-2

Violation No.____ ) 2 of%LQ

. Nature of the Violation

ACTWITIES W TaouT i D IVISion ARE Bovs

. _lUcA 4o-io-9
L __UNC 17149

S ’;{,'Pfovision('s) of the Regulations, Act, or Permit Violated.

Portion of the Operation to which Notice Applies

W p e

“Remedial Action Required (including interi‘rvn steps, if any)

L 7

st e Diped

ETHE ARER (WTie

Time for Abatement (including tirﬁé'for interim steps, if any)

LM raw 42, 1985
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-Nature of . the Violation

- _Fawvure MMM_Q_MAMVED W TERIM PECT

Remedial Action Required (including interim steps, if any)
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Time for Abatement (including time for interim steps, if any)
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February 20, 1985

T0: Coal File, Inspection and Enforcement Folder
FROM: David Lof , Mining Field Specialist I%;E
RE: Co-op Mining Company, Bear Canyon Mine, ACT/015/025,

Folder #7, Emery County, Utah

On February 7, 1985, a partial inspection was conducted at the above
mentioned mine site. At the time of the inspection, the weather was
overcast and cold. Mel Coonrod of Co-op Mining Company accompanied
me on the inspection.

Scalehouse Sediment Basin

On October 12, 1983, the Division approved the operator's scalehouse
modification, which included the Scalehouse Sediment Basin as the
primary sediment control structure for the area. At the time of my
inspection, I found that the pond was not constructed in accordance
with the approved plan. Some of the discrepancies between the
approved plan and the existing sediment basin are listed below:

- The sediment basin is located closer to Bear Creek than
shown in the plan.

- The plan shows an incised sediment basin. The as-built
basin is partially incised, with the dam on the stream side.

- The spillway is not located properly, sized adequately, nor
is it riprapped.

- The elevation of the spillway in relation to the embankment:
does not appear to provide adequate freeboard.

Other apparent problems with the sediment basin are as follows:

- Protection of the sediment basin embankment frgm high s?ream
flows, especially the up-stream end of the sediment basin.

- The inlet for surface runoff from the scalehouse area, and
associated road was not well defined.

- The top width of the embankment is not adequate to comply
with UMC 817.46(1).

- It is questionable whether or not the combined upstream and
downstream slopes of the sediment embankment would be

greater than or equal to lv:;h.
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- The fill embankment itself did not appear to be properly
constructed in regards to compaction.

- There is no certification for the pond by a registered
professional engineer.

The construction, or reconstruction as it may be, of the sediment
basin to meet the approved design specifications, should have been
tne first project undertaken upon receipt of approval for the
scalehouse modification. According to both UMC 817.42(a)(5) and
817.46(a)(1l), sediment structures required for the treatment of
surface drainage from disturbed areas must be constructed before
beginning any underground coal mining activities in the affected
drainage area. Because of the operator's failure to mine in
accordance with their approved interim mine plan, Notice of
Violation N85-4-3-2, # 2 of 2 was issued. It reads as follows:

Nature of Violation

Failure to mine in accordance with an approved interim permit.
Provisions of the Regulation, Act or Permit Violated

UMC 771.19; UCA 40-10-22(1)(c)

Portion of the Operation to Which Notice Applies

The scalehouse area catch basin (Sediment Pond B)

Remedial Action Required

Reconstruct the catch basin to meet the approved design )
specifications or submit a modification of the approved design
to the Division for approval.

Time for Abatement

March 5, 1985

Scalehouse Area

The berm on the east side of the scalehouse area, which prevents
disturbed area runoff from entering undisturbed diversion Ditch 1R
needed to be maintained. I asked Mr. Coonrod to have the berm
maintained within the next week.
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Topsoil Stockpile

The berm and diversions around the stockpile appeared to be
adequately maintained. There was very little sign of vegetation on
the stockpile. Mr. Coonrod said that it was seeded in the fall of
1984. I suggested to him that he seed the stockpile with an annual
grass such as oats, rye or barley this spring, in order to help get
cover established quicker and to provide a nurseé Crop for the seed
mix which was applied earlier. ‘

60" Culvert Under the Haulroad

Looking at the inlet to the 60" culvert, which conveys Bear Creek
under the haulroad, I could not tell whether a trashrack was
installed due to snow cover. 1 briefly discussed with Mr. Coonrod
that they should install a trashrack upstream of the present culvert
inlet instead of placing it directly at the culvert inlet. This
would prevent the inlet of the culvert from being plugged by debris,
which becomes caught in the trashrack. 1 suggested to him that we
discuss it further with Division Hydrologist, Tom Munson, who will
be accompanying me on my March inspection.

Flexible Downspouts

1 told Mr. Coonrod that I had discussed the installation of the
flexible downspouts with Mr. Munson and he had asked that the
downspouts not to be installed until he had the opportunity to look
at the culverts where they were proposed to be installed.

Sediment Pond A Inlet Ditch

I pointed out to Mr. Coonrod that the inlet ditch, which is D-5D, to
Sediment Pond A needed to be maintained. I asked him to have it
completed within the next week. The main area which needed to be
addressed was that area adjacent to the fuel storage tanks.

Fuel Storage Tanks

Previous mine permit application submittals from the operator shoy a
berm to be constructed around their fuel storage tanks. At the time
of my inspection, there was no berm constructed around the fuel

storage tanks located adjacent to the inlet ditch for Sediment Pond
A.

I asked Mr. Coonrod why a berm had not been constructed. He said
they had changed their plans and that they had proposed to allow any
fuel which leaked from the storage tanks to go to Sediment Pond A
which he said had adequate additional storage to handle spillage
from the tanks.
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On February 15, 1985, I called Mr. Steve McNeal of the Bureau of
Water Pollution Control. Mr. McNeal informed me that they would
normally require a berm to be constructed around fuel storage tanks
rather than directing it to a sediment pond unless there were
unusual circumstances preventing an adequate berm. This matter will
be further discussed with Division Technical staff.

Groundwater Monitoring Program Drilling

As noted during previous inspections, the operator has conducted
some drilling for their groundwater monitoring program just
southwest of the shop in a previously undisturbed area. When the
operator pulled the equipment out this fall, they were able to

reconstruct the drainage controls, but did not have the opportunity
to reseed the site.

I discussed this area with Mr. Coonrod and he committed to
reclaiming the site this spring. Reclamation will include
recontouring, smoothing, hand seeding, hand raking and mulching with
straw the small area disturbed by drilling activities. I also
suggested to him that he include in his seed mix an annual grass to

help establish cover quickly and provide a nurse crop for the other
seeded species.

Culvert #2D

The above mentioned culvert conveys disturbed area runoff from the
coal stockpile pad down to the bathhouse/shop pad. During my
January 11, 1985 inspection, I noted that the culvert outlet was
plugged with ice. At that time, I asked Mr. Coonrod to get the
culvert unplugged so that it could function properly. At the time
of this inspection, the culvert was still plugged. Mr. Coonrod told
me that they had tried several methods to try and melt the ice, and
had been unsuccessful. I suggested to Mr. Coonrod that t@ey may
want to consider changing the culvert to an open riprap ditch, but
they would have to submit plans and get approval to do so.

Buffer Zone Signs

I discussed with Mr. Coonrod the need to place buffer zone signs
along the berm which runs parallel to Bear Creek starting from the
intersection of the road to the portal and road to the crusher: We
discussed placing the signs within sight of each other, approxi-
mately 200 feet apart. Mr. Coonrod said that he would order some
signs.
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Mine ID Sign Location

Upon reviewing the August 3, 1983 legal agreement between Emery

County and Co-op Mining Company, regarding the Bear Creek Road, it
was stated that the

"parties hereto agree and acknowledge that the southern 0.65
miles of the road known as Bear Creek Road is a County road.
Said county road runs from State Road 31 in a northerly
direction for approximately 0.65 miles to a presently existing
gate. Thereafter the road is a private road."

According to this agreement and the Division's policy regarding
public roads criteria for coal haulage access roads, this road is a
private road for the purpose of coal haulage and should be included
within the permit area boundary.

In light of this, I told Mr. Coonrod that they should move their )
mine ID sign down to the gate in order to properly identify the mine
permit area. He then informed me that the gate is off their permit
area as shown in their mine permit application. The operator's mine
permit application, specifically Plate 2-1, dated April 13, 1984,
entitled "Permit Area Map," that the permit area does not start
until a point approximately 0.9 miles up the Bear Canyon Road: I
told Mr. Coonrod not to move the sign until I had an opportunity to
discuss the matter with Division technical staff.

Upper Storage Pad

While reviewing the Division's modification and approval files for
the mine, I came across a February 10, 1983 letter from the Division
directing Co-op not to use the upper storage pad until approved by
the Division. I also found an October 14, 1983 deficiency letter
from the Division which I did not find a response to. Upon
reviewing the approval file, I was not able to find an approval
letter for the upper storage pad.

At the time of my inspection, I found the following materials stored
on the pad:

A 6 x 6 truck with non-coal waste

A dumpster

Explosives magazines

Timber storage

A tractor-trailer with cinderblocks

A flat-bed trailer with cribbing blocks

I told Mr. Coonrod that I did not believe that they ﬁad approval to
use the site. He said that he thought they had received approval.

I asked him to find the letter.
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Upon returning to the Division offices, I discussed the matter with
Division Hydrologist John Whitehead, Geologist Dave Darby, Permit
Supervisor Mary Boucek and Soils Scientist Ev Hooper, none of whom
could remember having ever approved the upper storage pad. Because
the operator did not have approval, Notice of Violation N85-4-3-2,
#1 of 2 was issued.

Nature of the Violation

Conducting underground coal mining activities without Division
approval.

Provision of the Regulation, Act or Permit Violated

UCA 40-10-9, UMC 771.19.

Portion of the Operation to Which the Notice Applies

Upper storage pad.

Remedial Action Required

Remove all materials from the area and do not use the area
until approved by the Division.

Time for Abatement

March 5, 1985,

It should be mentioned that the drainage controls for this area are
already in place and it appears that it is simply a matter of
receiving approval to use the site.

wJ
cc: Donna Griffin, OSM
Mel Coonrod, Co-op Mining Co.
Mary Boucek, DOGM
Joe Helfrich, DOGM
Tom Munson, DOGM
Statistics:
Vehicle: EX 49611 - 341 mi.
Per Diem: 1 person x 2 days, 4 hours = $109.82
Grant: A & E

0072Q-55-60




