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July 10, 1986

T0: Files
FROM: Kathryn M. Mutz, Reclamation Biologistﬁghw4»~/

RE: Bear Canyon Mine, ACT/015/025, and Trail Canyon, ACT/015/021,
Folder #2; 1986 Raptor Survey and Subsidence Report

On June 16, 1986 Co-0Op Mining Company provided a report on a
raptor survey conducted in May 1986. The study consisted of interviews
with mine employees, a ground survey including all power poles, and an
aerial survey conducted by Don Owen of Castle Valley Aviation, Lyle
Lamb of B&R Reclamation and Mel Coonrod of Environmental Industrial

Supply.

Co-Op reports two eagle eyries, no evidence of subsidence
impacting raptors and no evidence of power pole use by raptors.

The report does not include Plate 10, which is to outline (1)
the survey area, (2) course of flight, and (3) locations of nests and
observations. Plate 3-3 is provided, but this plate indicates only
one eagle nest and does not provide the other data indicated in the
text. In addition to the missing plate, the report should include:

1. a description of methods used in the survey, i.e., type of
aircraft, flight times, course of flight (#2 above) and
qualifications of personnel conducting the survey; and

2. a listing of nest observations including nests from previous
studies which were not located in the 1986 survey.

The following recommendation is made for future raptor monitoring
studies:

a. Before a flight is made, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services
(USFWS) Ecological Services branch and the Southeastern
Region Utah Division of Wildife Resources (DWR) should be
contacted to obtain current data on nests of the area. All
known nests should be visited and their status reported.
Helicopter survey data for the area (DWR, 1983 and Utah Power
and Light, 1986) are attached for information.

b. Either USFWS or DWR personnel should be asked to participate
in the survey flight. If not available, a qualified raptor
biologist/observer should participate.
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Table 1.

Annual use status and nest condition for Golden Eagle nests
associated with the Co-op Mining Company's Trail Canyon and

Bear Creek canyon coal mines.

Nest Location 19811 19821 19832
1 Inactives Inactive3 Not found
2 Inactive Inactive Not found
3 Inactive? Not found Not found
4 Inactive Not found Not found
5 Inactive Not found Not found
6 Inactive? Inactive? Not found
7 Inactive® Inactive%s»3 Actived

1. Helicopter survey during spring season - U.S. Fish
~ and Wildlife Service personnel.

2, Helicopter survey during fall season - Utah Division
of Wildlife Resources personnel and mine personnel,

3. Dilapidated condition.

4. Condition not noted.

5, Nest is small and may be a Buteo rather than Golden
Eagle.

6. Nest was in good repair and showed evidence of
greenery placed during 1983 nesting season. It is
a small nest and may be a Buteo. Since this was a
fall survey, it cannot be condluded if the nest produced
young during 1983.
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Raptor cliff nest locations associated with the Co~op Mining Company

Canyon coal mines in Township 16 South, Range 7 East, Emery County,

Figure 1
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Nest No.
4

5A,B

7
8
16 A,B

18 A'B,C
19 A,B

22 A,B

26 A,B,C,D
27 A'B’C

27D

30 A,B,C

34

UTAH POWER & LIGHT COMPANY

MINING DIVISICN

COTTONWOCOD MINE - GOLDEN EAGLE STUDY

(10 Mile Radius Area)
(The 1981 and 1982 Surveys Conducted by U.S.F.&W.S.)

(1986 Survey Conducted by UP&LCO and USFWS)

1981

1 GE active (no count)

2 GE; 1 active (2 young),
1 inactive

1 GE inactive

1 GE inactive/old
1 GE inactive/old
2 Inactive Buteo

3 GE, all tended, well
established

2 Lrg. inactive stick nests
(probably eagles)

2 GE inactive

4 GE: 1 active (1 young -
no count)

3 GE; 1 active (1 young -
no count)
3 GE; 1 tended, 2 inactive

1 GE inactive

1982

Inactive

1 active (2 young), 1 inactive

LT

Inactive/old

Not located

Inactive

2 Inactive (probably eagle)

1 Active (2 young), 2 inactive

2 Inactive

Inactive, 1 not found

4 inactive

1 active (1 young), 2 inactive

3 inactive

Inactive

1986
Inactive

Inactive

Inactive
Not abserved
Inactive
Inactive

2 Inactive/l tended
2 Tended

Inactive

Inactive

Inactive

New nest

1 GE; active (1 young)
2 Inactive, 1 tended

Not cbserved




UTAH POWER & LIGHT CCMPANY
MINING DIVISION
COTTONWOOD CQAL MINE
10 MILE RADIUS STUDY AREA
ESTIMATED GOLDEN EAGLE BREEDING POPULATION
(FROM USF&WS)

Nest No. 1981 ' 1982 1986
4 ' Active (no count) - Inactive
5B _ Active (2 young) Active (2 young) Inactive
18 A - Active (2 young) | Inactive
26 A Active (1 young)* - Inactive
27 B Active (1 young)* - Inactive
27 C - Active (1 young) Inactive
27 D - - New nest/active (1 young)
36 A? - Active (2 young) Not observed | ’ , 4
50 Active (1 young)* - Inactive .
55 Active (no count/fledged) - Inactive
62 - | Active (2 young) ‘ Tended (no count)
67 B - - Active (1 yoﬁng)
| 70 Active (no count/fledged) Active (no count/fledged) Tended (no count)
‘ 72 - - Active (1 young)
74 B Active (no count/fledged) - . Not observed

80 Active (no count/fledged) - Not cbserved
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